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Sermon Summary Sheet, Week of May 24, 2026
“This We Believe,” “Part 14: (Letting Go of) Unforgiving Character,” 1 John 1: 8-10

INTRODUCTION:  Today we continue our series dealing with two things that shape the entire Christian life:  What we believe… and what we leave (let go of). Today’s statement from the Apostles’ Creed is:  “I believe in the Forgiveness of Sins,”
which means we let go of thinking we do not need forgiveness, and also forgetting that we need to forgive others as Christ forgave us.

1.  REASON FOR FORGIVENESS 
“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”
											1 John 1:8

· Reality of Sin – Romans 3:9-12,23
· Result of Sin – Romans 6:22-23 
· Redemption Secured – Colossians 1: 13-14

2.  REALITY OF FORGIVENESS
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."
											1 John 1:9

· Based on Confession – Prov. 28:13, Psalm 32:5
· Built on a Condition – Matthew 6:14-15, Eph. 4:32
· Before Cleansing  – Psalm 51:1-2

3.  RESULTS OF FORGIVENESS
“I write to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven for His name’s sake."
								1 John 1:12

· Pardon: Removal of Condemnation – Isaiah 55:7, Romans 8:1
· Partnership: Restoration of Communion – 2 Corinthians 5:18-19
· Purification: Righteousness Completed – Titus 2:14

CONCLUSION
To say that “I believe in the forgiveness of sins,” means we believe in the core principle of Christianity.   It also means we have to face the fact that we have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.   Satan loves to tempt us with two lies:  either, “Your sin isn’t really that serious,” or “Your sin is too serious to forgive.”  The death, burial and resurrection of Jesus destroys both lies.  “…Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures.” (1 Cor. 15:3b)
That is why we can say with confidence: “I believe in the forgiveness of sins-”
-not because we excuse sin, not because we minimize sin, but because Jesus bore our sin, and cleanses us from all unrighteousness.  We are no longer condemned, and we now are to forgive others as Christ forgave us, and let go of an unforgiving character.


