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St. John’s acknowledges these lands of the Lekwungen people. 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 
We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this community 
in Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and serving community which 
is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long history and 
heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and opportunity for prayer and to 
be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are available to 
all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship  
Service times: 8:00 am (Holy Communion – said service), 10:00 am (Holy Eucharist with choir and organ),  
4:30 pm (BCP Choral Evensong) on Sundays as well as mid-week services (please see our website for times). If you can’t 
attend in person we invite you to join us via Zoom (email admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca for the link) or through the 
livestream on the Website: www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca    
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording. 

Contacting Us: The church office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm. The main email for contact 
is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there will be members of our 
Pastoral Care Team who will offer their prayers. Please contact the church office at the above email address.  
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please stay 
and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with this afternoon’s liturgy 
Officiant: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum Music: Quartet 
Welcomer: Ava Gregorian              David Stratkauskas, Director of Music 
Reader: Karen Coverett Streaming Technician: Vanessa Whyte   

  

A note about language 
In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any language about 
God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in terms which 
elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our understanding of 
God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead, we use the beauty of the words 
and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation. 

Cover Image: Kossowski, Adam. Veni Sancti Spiritus, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, 

Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56946 [retrieved May 11, 2026]. Original source: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/paullew/8750321716 - Fr Lawrence Lew, O.P.. 

 

  

If you would like to give to support the work and ministries of St. John the Divine you can do 
so in the offering plate which is by the Garden door. There are also envelopes in the book 
stand which can make your gifts tax efficient.  Alternatively, you can scan this QR code which 
will take you to our Canada Helps giving page. You may also conveniently use our tap 
machine (no tax receipt) which is available at the garden door entrance, or the bank 
machine (tax receipt with envelope completion) available at the office. Envelopes for 
regular giving are available from the church office. 
Donations may be emailed to givings@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca If you are a new donor and 
wish a tax receipt, please include your mailing address in the comment section. 
 

mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
http://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56946
mailto:givings@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
Please stand as you are able.  

Prelude   
The choir may sing an Introit. 
 
The officiant gives a short welcome. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

The Responses  Thomas Ebdon (1738-1811) 
 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.) 

 
 Please be seated for the singing of the psalm. 

Psalm    67 

1  God be merciful unto us, and bless us * and shew us the light of his countenance, 
and be merciful unto us; 
2  That thy way may be known upon earth * thy saving health among all nations. 
3  Let the people praise thee, O God * yea, let all the people praise thee. 
4  O let the nations rejoice and be glad * for thou shalt judge the folk righteously, and 
govern the nations upon earth. 
5  Let the people praise thee, O God * let all the people praise thee. 
6  Then shall the earth bring forth her increase * and God, even our own God, shall 
give us his blessing. 
7  God shall bless us * and all the ends of the world shall fear him. 

Please stand as you are able for the Gloria Patri: 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

First Lesson    Joel 2:21-32 

Do not be afraid, land of Judah; be glad and rejoice. Surely the Lord has done great 
things! Do not be afraid, you wild animals, for the pastures in the wilderness are 
becoming green. The trees are bearing their fruit; the fig tree and the vine yield their 
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riches. Be glad, people of Zion, rejoice in the Lord your God, for he has given you the 
autumn rains because he is faithful. He sends you abundant showers, both autumn and 
spring rains, as before. The threshing floors will be filled with grain; the vats will 
overflow with new wine and oil. 

“I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten—the great locust and the young 
locust, the other locusts and the locust swarm—my great army that I sent among you. 
You will have plenty to eat, until you are full, and you will praise the name of the Lord 
your God, who has worked wonders for you; never again will my people be shamed. 
Then you will know that I am in Israel, that I am the Lord your God, and that there is no 
other; never again will my people be shamed. 

“And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on 
my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days. I will show 
wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and billows of smoke.  The sun 
will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord. And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved; 
for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the Lord has said, even 
among the survivors whom the Lord calls.  

Please stand as you are able. 

Magnificat Text: Luke 1:46-55  Music: Tones IV and I- Charles Wood (1866-1926) 
 MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he hath 

regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all generations shall 
call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his Name.  And his mercy 
is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath showed strength with his arm; 
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He hath put down the mighty 
from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He hath filled the hungry with 
good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away.  He remembering his mercy hath holpen 
his servant Israel; As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

 GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

Please be seated. 
Second Lesson Acts 2:14-38 

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow 
Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to 
what I say. These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 
No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

“‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream 
dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those 
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days, and they will prophesy. I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on 
the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 

“Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you 
by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you 
yourselves know. This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and 
foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him 
to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, 
because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. David said about him: 

“‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest in hope, 
because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, you will not let your holy 
one see decay. You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy 
in your presence.’ 

“Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was 
buried, and his tomb is here to this day. But he was a prophet and knew that God had 
promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. Seeing 
what was to come, he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not 
abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body see decay. God has raised this 
Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. Exalted to the right hand of God, he has 
received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now 
see and hear. For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool 
for your feet.”’ 

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, 
both Lord and Messiah.” 

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Please stand as you are able. 

Nunc Dimittis  Text: Luke 2:29-32  Music: Tones IV and I- Charles Wood (1866-1926) 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To 
be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    
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Apostles’ Creed 

 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into 
hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The 
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the 
Life everlasting.  Amen. 

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 

 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 

Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer. 

 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the King; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

1st Collect, of the day:  
O GOD, who on this day didst teach the hearts of thy faithful people by sending to them 
the light of thy Holy Spirit: Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all 
things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; through the merits of Christ Jesus 
our Saviour, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the same Spirit, one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
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2nd Collect, for Peace: 
O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: 
Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts 
may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from 
the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of 
Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

3rd Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from 
all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

Anthem  

(sung by the choir)   

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, And lighten with celestial fire; 
Thou the anointing Spirit art, Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart: 
     Praise to thy eternal merit, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Thy holy blessing from above Is comfort, life and fire of love; 
Enable with perpetual light The dullness of our darkened sight: 

Anoint and cheer our earthly face With the abundance of thy grace: 
Gift of thy peace to everyone For where thou art no ill can come. 

Teach us to know the Father, Son, And Thee, of Both, to be but One; 
That through the ages all along This may be our unending song, 
     Praise to thy eternal merit, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Text: Bishop J. Cosin (1594-1672), alt. 
Music: Allan Bullard (b.1947)  

 
  

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference. 

Intercessions 
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Please stand as you are able. 

Hymn (CP 252)    Text: Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676); tr. John C. Jacobi (1670-1750), alt. 

 Music: O MEIN JESU, ICH MUSS STERBEN, Geistliche Volkslieder, 1858. 

 

1. Spirit, come, dispel our sadness;  

pierce the clouds of nature’s night.  

Come, O Source of joy and gladness,  

breathe your life, and spread your light.  

From the height which know no measure,  

as a gracious shower descend,  

bringing down the richest treasure  

we can wish, or God can send. 

2. Author of the new creation,  

come, anoint us with your power.  

Make our hearts your habitation;  

with your grace our spirits shower.  

Hear, O hear our supplication,  

blessed Spirit, God of peace!  

Rest upon this congregation  

with the fullness of your grace. 

Please be seated. 

Sermon 

Please stand as you are able. 

Hymn (CP 624) Text: Charles Wesley (1707-1788).    Music: HEREFORD, Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876). 

 

1. O those who camest from above,  
 the pure celestial fire to impart,  
kindle a flame of sacred love  
 on the mean altar of my heart. 

3. Jesus, confirm my heart’s desire  
 to work and speak and think for thee;  
still let me guard the holy fire,  
 and still stir up thy gift in me. 

2. There let it for thy glory burn  
 with inextinguishable blaze,  
and trembling to its source return  
 in humble prayer and fervent praise. 

4. Ready for all thy perfect will,  
 my acts of faith and love repeat,  
till death thy endless mercies seal  
 and make the sacrifice complete. 

 

The Blessing or Grace 
 
Please be seated. 

Organ Voluntary  


