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Throughout the Book of Mark we have seen that a disciple will come to:
e Measure faithfulness by surrender rather than visibility
e Trust God more deeply than material security
o Resist comparison-based spirituality
e Quietly serve without needing recognition
e Embody generosity flowing from dependence upon Christ
o View worship as wholehearted self-offering rather than religious performance

Love is: Doing something in Jesus’ name regardless of cost or consequence.

Mark 14:44-44 — The widow is both a picture of genuine kingdom faith AND an indictment of a religious system
that consumes vulnerable people while rewarding visible religiosity.

God doesn’t NEED your MONEY - Psalm 24:1 CSB, The earth and everything in it, the world and its
inhabitants, belong to the LORD

God CARES about your JOY - 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 CSB, The point is this: The person who sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and the person who sows generously will also reap generously. [7] Each person
should do as he has decided in his heart-not reluctantly or out of compulsion, since God loves a
cheerful giver. [8] And God is able to make every grace overflow to you, so that in every way, always
having everything you need, you may excel in every good work

Jesus Sees Beyond the PERFORMANCE. Jesus is not merely observing what people GIVE. He is discerning
WHY they give. He sees beyond the:

e Behaviour

e Presentation

e Image

e Performance
Because external conformity is not the same thing as surrendered devotion.

The gospel announces - You are already fully seen. Already fully known. Already fully loved in Christ.
Which means discipleship is no longer - Image management. Spiritual acting. Subcultural conformity.
It becomes - Honest surrender before God.

Application
1. Practice one intentional act of hidden generosity or service during the following week without seeking
recognition.
2. Participate in a guided exercise of surrender by identifying and praying through one area of personal
self-protection or control.
3. Initiate one meaningful conversation with a trusted friend regarding areas of fear, trust, or dependence
upon God.
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GOING DEEPER - Life Application Questions

Have you ever felt pressure to “look” spiritually mature, even when you didn’t fully feel it inside? Where
do you think that pressure comes from? How can church culture sometimes encourage image management
without meaning to?

Read Mark 12:41-44. What does Jesus see in the widow that the crowd completely misses? What
contrasts exist between the rich givers and the widow? Why does Jesus measure devotion differently than
people do? What does this passage teach us about the nature of genuine worship?

Where are you most tempted toward “performative spirituality” instead of honest surrender before God?
What are some subtle ways people mask spiritually? What fears usually sit underneath performance or self-
protection? How does the gospel free us from pretending?

What would “costly trust” or wholehearted surrender look like in your actual life right now? What
practical act of hidden faithfulness could you practice this week? How can you intentionally live before an
“Audience of One” instead of other people? What would it look like to trust God more deeply than visibility or
recognition?

How does the widow ultimately point us toward Jesus? In what ways does Jesus also “give everything”?
Why is Christianity more than behaviour modification or religious conformity? How does Christ’s surrender
reshape the way we think about worship, generosity, and discipleship? Why does knowing we are fully seen and
fully loved by Christ change the “why” behind what we do?

What is one area of fear, self-protection, or performance that you need to surrender to Jesus in prayer
this week?



