
 Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL  
Day of Pentecost 

May 24, 2026 
Welcome – Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in 
the pews. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Please keep silent for reflection. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P:  As forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and peace with one 
another. 
P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  And Also with you. 
P  Let us share that peace with one another.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Hymn: “Spirit of Gentleness”   Red Book #396 
 
Refrain 
 Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness calling and free; 
 Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 
1 You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, then you coaxed up the 

mountains from the valleys of sleep; and over the eons you called to each thing: 
 "Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings."  Refrain 
 
2 You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, and you goaded your 

people with a law and a land; and when they were blinded with idols and lies, 
 then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes.  Refrain 
 
3 You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, then you whispered in silence when 

the whole world was still; and down in the city you called once again, 
 when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind.  Refrain 
 
4 You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes. From the bondage of 

sorrow all the captives dream dreams; our women see visions, our men clear 
their eyes. With bold new decisions your people arise.  Refrain 

 
Text: James K. Manley, b. 1940 Text © 1978 James K. Manley, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 
 
 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



Hymn of Praise 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P The Lord be with you 
C And also with you. 
Will you pray with me?  
O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into 
us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a 
right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through 
Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading – Acts 2:1-21 Pew Bible #882 
1 When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one 
place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of 
fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 
them ability. 5 Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living 
in Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7 Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how 
is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our 
own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were 
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others 
sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 14 But Peter, standing with the 
eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews and all who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is 
what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God 
declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams. 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I 
will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will show portents in the 
heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20 The 
sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the 
Lord’s great and glorious day. 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.’ ” 
R The Word of the Lord 
C Thanks be to God 
 
 
 



Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
24 How manifold are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you have made them all; the 
earth is full of your creatures. 
25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number, 
living things both small and great. 
26 There go the ships to and fro, and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 
27 All of them look to you to give them their food in due season.   
28 You give it to them; they gather it; you open your hand, and they are filled with 
good things. 
29 When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take away their 
breath, they die and return to their dust. 
30 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; and so you renew the face of 
the earth. 
31 May the glory of the Lord endure forever; O Lord, rejoice in all your 
works.  
32 You look at the earth and it trembles; you touch the mountains and they smoke. 
33 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will praise my God while I have 
my being. 
34 May these words of mine please God. I will rejoice in the Lord. 
35b Bless the Lord, O my soul. Hallelujah!  
 
Second Reading – 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 Pew Bible #930 
3b No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.  4 Now there are 
varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, 5 and there are varieties of services but the 
same Lord, 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 
activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 
for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom 
and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to 
another the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the 
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, 
who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 12 For just as the 
body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to 
drink of one Spirit. 
R The Word of the Lord 
C Thanks be to God  
 



 
 
 
Gospel Reading – John 20:19-23 Pew Bible #878 
C  Glory to you, O Lord 
 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were 
locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When 
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins 
of any, they are retained.” 

C Praise to you, O Christ                 
 
 
Sermon: Pastor Mike Rahlf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon Hymn: “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord” Red Book #395 



Apostles’ Creed 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead.*On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

                      *Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 
 
Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Merciful God,” please 
respond, “receive our prayer.” 
 

 
Offering:  Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit ourselves to God 
and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord. 
 

 
Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the website 
with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during communion. 
 
 

 
 
 
Offering Prayer 
P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest 

is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our 
labor, that we may work for the good of all, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
P The Lord be with you.  
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 

Faith Lutheran website 
link 

www.shareourfaith.org 



 
Holy Communion  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 
C The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Communion Distribution 
 

 
 



Communion Hymn: “As The Grain of Wheat” Red Book #465 

 
 
 
 

Communion Hymn: “When Peace Like a River” Hymnal #11 
 
 
Communion Prayer 
P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 

united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth 
in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the 
world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 
 
Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Blessing 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you with 

grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 
 
 
Hymn: “Blessed Assurance” Red Book #638 

 

Dismissal 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.     C Thanks be to God! 
Postlude 
Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #236 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 


