Sermon Discussion based on Galatians 5:1;5-12
The Why is Everything

Ice Breakers
1. What is something you used to think would make you happy, but later realized was not as satisfying as you expected? 
2. Have you ever worked really hard at something you did not actually enjoy? What kept you going? 

Read Galatians 5:1, 5–12 as a group and answer the following questions:
3. In Galatians 5:1, Paul says, “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.” What kind of freedom do you think Paul is talking about? 
4. In verse 6, Paul says, “The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.” How does this summarize the difference between legalism and the gospel? 
5. In verse 11, Paul refers to “the offense of the cross.” Why is the cross offensive to human pride, and why is that offense necessary? 
6. The sermon contrasts two false paths: “follow your desires and you will be free” and “control your desires and God will accept you.” Why do both paths ultimately lead to slavery? 
7. The sermon says, “Sin always advertises freedom but delivers slavery in the end.” Where do you see this pattern in our culture or in everyday life? 
8. The sermon uses the example of Jean Valjean to show that fear could not transform him, but mercy did. Why is love a more powerful motivator than fear? 

Divide into groups of 2 or 3 and answer the following two questions.  Then pray for each other.
9. What most often drives your obedience to God: fear, pride, obligation, or love? What helps you honestly recognize the difference? 
10. The sermon ends by asking, “Do you know about Jesus? Or do you know Him?” What is one sign that the love of Christ is actually changing your desires?

