
1 When you think of the concept of Karma, or the idea that what
goes around comes around, what of it do you agree with, and
what parts are you unsure of? Have you seen it play out in a life
experience? 

2 Have you ever wondered if evil people seem to get away with
things or if God will do something? When and why?

3 Read Habakkuk 2:4-8. What does this say about what will
eventually happen to the evil that Babylon did? Who is the one
to proclaim judgement on Babylon?

4 How does the idea of “what goes around comes around” play
out in this passage? Read Proverbs 16:18

5 Read 1 Corinthians 6:7-8. According to this passage, at least in
the church, if you have to be on one side of a lobsided deal
which side is better? What would it look like for you to pursue
fairness in business rather than trying to get a steal of a deal at
the expense of others? 

6 Read Habakkuk 2:9-11. What did the Babylonians trust in?
Where should we put our dependence as a better and surer
foundation? What are you tempted to build your house on,
which isn’t the Lord?

7 Read Habakkuk 2:12-14. Most wealthy and luxurious societies in
history have been built off the backs and blood of people. How
is this true of our society today? What are some things we
could do in this global problem of slavery and the rule of the
wealthy?

8 According to Habakkuk 2:15-17, what did the Babylonians do to
others? How does our western world follow this pathway?

9 Read Habakkuk 2:18-20. How does Babylon and places like
Babylon find other things to trust in and worship? What would
be our societies idols today?

10 If Babylon is not only an ancient empire, but a type for the
Kingdoms of the world, in what areas of these 5 woes is the
pull on your heart to accept and live by Babylon rather than
the kingdom of God?
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6“Will not all of them taunt him with ridicule and scorn, saying, “ ‘Woe to him who piles up
stolen goods and makes himself wealthy by extortion! How long must this go on?’ 7Will not your
creditors suddenly arise? Will they not wake up and make you tremble? Then you will become
their prey. 8Because you have plundered many nations, the peoples who are left will plunder
you. For you have shed human blood; you have destroyed lands and cities and everyone in them.
9“Woe to him who builds his house by unjust gain, setting his nest on high to escape the
clutches of ruin! 10You have plotted the ruin of many peoples, shaming your own house and
forfeiting your life. 11The stones of the wall will cry out, and the beams of the woodwork will
echo it. 12“Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed and establishes a town by injustice!
13Has not the Lord Almighty determined that the people’s labor is only fuel for the fire, that the
nations exhaust themselves for nothing? 14For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the
glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 15“Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbors,
pouring it from the wineskin till they are drunk, so that he can gaze on their naked bodies! 16You
will be filled with shame instead of glory. Now it is your turn! Drink and let your nakedness be
exposed! The cup from the Lord’s right hand is coming around to you, and disgrace will cover
your glory. 17The violence you have done to Lebanon will overwhelm you, and your destruction
of animals will terrify you. For you have shed human blood; you have destroyed lands and cities
and everyone in them. 18“Of what value is an idol carved by a craftsman? Or an image that
teaches lies? For the one who makes it trusts in his own creation; he makes idols that cannot
speak. 19Woe to him who says to wood, ‘Come to life!’ Or to lifeless stone, ‘Wake up!’ Can it give
guidance? It is covered with gold and silver; there is no breath in it.” 20The Lord is in his holy
temple; let all the earth be silent before him.
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