
 
   
 

 Christ Lutheran Church & The Bridge Campus Ministry 
May 24, 2026 – Pentecost 

 

Connecting people to people • people to faith • faith to life 
69 Mill Street • Athens, OH • (740) 593-3144 

info@clcathens.org • www.clcathens.org 
 

(PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Bishop Suzanne Darcy Dillahunt; Organist: George 
Weckman; Lector: Marilyn Shealy; Live Stream: Doug Debrick; Time with Children: Puppets!; 
Ushers: Sue Ellen Miller, Lora Blankenship; Greeter: Nick Claussen, Acolyte: Dessa; Tray Server: 
Jane Unger; Dixie Jazz: Michael Tobar, Ben Wright, Dave Borowski, Matt James 
 

 
INTRODUCTION​
Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the 
law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit 
as God’s presence within and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, 
bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds us that though we each have different 
capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy 
Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the 
breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world. 
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GATHERING​ ​ ​ Wade in the Water​ ​ ​ Dixie Jazz  
 
WELCOME ​ On Pentecost Sunday, 70 years ago, Christ Lutheran Church was officially 
organized. Today, we are “Remembering our Past and Imagining our Future.” Together.  
 

PRELUDE ​ ​ ​ Sweet Sweet Spirit​ ​ ​ Dixie Jazz 

There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, 
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord.  
There are sweet expressions on each face,  
And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 
CHORUS: 
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet Heavenly Dove, 
Stay right here with us, filling us with your love. 
And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise: 
Without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 
 
There are blessings you cannot receive  
till you know Him in His fullness, and believe. 
You’re the one to profit when you say, 
“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” 
CHORUS 
 
If you say He saved you from your sin, 
Now you’re weak, you’re bound, and cannot enter in, 
You can make it right if you will yield; 
You’ll enjoy the Holy Spirit that we feel. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Come, Holy Spirit, Come! Renew the face of the earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit, Come! Renew our lives, inside and out. 

Renew our faith, renew our relationships, renew our trust in your mercy. 

Come, Holy Spirit, Come! Renew our lives, inside and out. 

Challenge us, comfort us, stir us up, calm us down. 

Come Holy Spirit, Come! Renew our lives, inside and out. 

With fire and wind, come to this place; gather us in, send us out; 

Come Holy Spirit, Come! Renew our lives, inside and out. 

Make our legs stronger, our hands firmer, our hearts wider in love. 

Come Holy Spirit, Come! Renew the face of the earth. 
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GATHERING SONG ​ ​ Light Dawns on a Weary World (ELW 726) 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy 
Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and 
rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR AND TIME WITH CHILDREN AND RECOGNITION OF HS GRADUATES! 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21 
A reading from Acts. 
1 When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2 And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.​
  5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in 
the native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear 
them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new 
wine.”​
  14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea 
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these 
are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel:​
 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares,​
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,​
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,​
 and your young men shall see visions,​
  and your old men shall dream dreams.​
 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women,​
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit;​
   and they shall prophesy.​
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 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above​
  and signs on the earth below,​
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist.​
 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness​
  and the moon to blood,​
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.​
 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
3b No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.​
  4 Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, 5 and there are varieties of services but 
the same Lord, 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 
them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To 
one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 
healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to 
another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to 
each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.​
​
  12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me 
Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me 
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me. 
 
Spirit of the living God, move among us all 
Make us one in heart and mind, make us one in love; 
Humble, caring, selfless, sharing. 
Spirit of the living God, fill out lives with your love. 
 
GOSPEL: John 20:19-23 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where 
the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON​  
 
HYMN​  ​ ​ Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart (ELW 800) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs. 
 
Dear God, thank you for this opportunity to worship together today, and for this time together. 
As we celebrate the anniversary of our church, we thank you for being with us and guiding us 
over the last 70 years, and we look ahead to our call to follow your path and to serve others in 
the years ahead. We are grateful for how you have blessed our church, and each of us 
individually, and we ask for your guidance as we strive to share our blessings and your love with 
those we meet every day. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Love, we are very proud of those who are graduating this spring, and we ask you to bless 
them as they enter the next stage of their lives. And as each of us face challenges and changes 
in our lives, we thank you for sending the Holy Spirit to each of us to guide us and to help us. 
We know that we are never alone because you are always with us. Please help us to reach out 
to those who may be feeling alone or troubled this week and help them to know that they are 
loved, too, and they are not alone. And please also help us to remember that while we are all 
different in so many ways, we are all Your children because You made us in Your image. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Peace, so many people live in danger and in fear in our world. Please be with everyone 
whose lives are filled with danger of any sort. We ask you to help our leaders around the world 
work for peace rather than conflict, and to find ways to help one another. Please protect those 
who serve in the military, comfort military families, and bless our veterans. Please also bless 
those who are impacted by war and violence, so they may be safe and they can live in peace. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Compassion, we ask you to comfort those experiencing grief and loss and to relieve 
those who are suffering. Please also bring strength to those who are hospitalized, confined to 
homes, or undergoing tests. We pray for healing for anyone who is ill in mind, body, or spirit. 
Restore to wholeness those who are struggling with addictions. Bless our shut-ins and help us to 
bring them joy. Please hear us now as we ask for blessings for those we name aloud or in our 
hearts…….. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Comfort, be with those to whom death draws near and those who have lost loved ones. 
Bring peace and comfort to all who mourn; knowing with the conviction of our faith that 
because you so loved the world that you gave your Chosen Son, who died and rose again, we 
too will have eternal life.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE   The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.​
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OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give​  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church 
app!​  
 
OFFERTORY  ​  ​ ​ We Are an Offering (Instrumental) 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN​ ​ We Are an Offering (ELW 692) 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
We lift our lives up to you: we are an offering. 
Lord, use our voices, Lord use our hands, 
Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering. 
All that we have, all that we are, 
All that we hope to be, we give you, we give to you. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
We lift our lives up to you: we are in offering. We are an offering. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Generous God, 
in this meal you offer your very self. 
We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 
In the breaking of this bread 
reveal to us the Risen One. 
In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, 

Breath of life and Fire of love:​
with a mighty wind you brought creation into being,​
and by a pillar of fire you led your people into freedom.​
We praise you for the gift of your Son,​
who poured out your Spirit on his disciples of every race and nation. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed,​
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;​
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:​
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.​
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,​
and gave it for all to drink, saying:​
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,​
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.​
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection,​
and the sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit,​
we await his coming again to renew the face of the earth.​
Send now your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this meal:​
anoint us with your gifts of faith, hope, and love,​
that, with thankful hearts,​
we may be witnesses to your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours,​
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,​
in your holy Church,​
both now and forever.​
Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION​
The risen Christ is made known to us 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Come and eat at God’s table.​
Thanks be to God! 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
HYMN DURING COMMUNION​ RICH IN BLESSINGS​ ​ GEORGE WECKMAN 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Living God, as the disciples ate and drank with their risen Lord, we have been nourished with 
the very presence of Christ. Through this meal may we be strengthened to keep your word and 
to proclaim the power of your love in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG   ​ ​ I Want Jesus to Walk with Me (ELW 325) 
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DISMISSAL 
The service has ended. The ministry begins! 
Go in peace! The Holy Spirit leads the way! 
Thanks be to God. 
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