Service of Holy Communion
Pentecost Sunday
May 24th, 2026
o

INTRODUCTION
Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and
the giving of the law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after
Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within and among us. In
Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all
people. Paul reminds us that though we each have different capacities, we are
unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy
Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we
too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s
redeeming love to all the world.

GATHERING

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
The Congregation stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P. Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P. Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.

P. Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead
us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew,
gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.



Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you
for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down
barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a
new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now
and forever. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Every Time | Feel the Spirit (printed in bulletin)

THE GREETING

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C. And also with you.

KYRIE

A. In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C. Lord, have mercy.

A. For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C. Lord, have mercy.

A. For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C. Lord, have mercy.

A. For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord.

C. Lord, have mercy.

A. Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C. Amen



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P. O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending
into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a
right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus
Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Congregation is seated
WORD

FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21

' When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one
place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a
violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. * Divided



tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of
them. * All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

> Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in
Jerusalem. ® And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered,
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.’
Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking
Galileans? ® And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native
language? o Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the
parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and
proselytes, ! Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking
about God’s deeds of power.” 2 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one
another, “What does this mean?” B3 But others sneered and said, “They are
filled with new wine.”

1 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them,
“Fellow Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen
to what | say. * Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine
o’clock in the morning. *® No, this is what was spoken through the prophet
Joel:

Y40 the last days it will be, God declares,

that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
'® Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days | will pour out my Spirit,
and they shall prophesy.
¥ And | will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
*°The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.

2 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.””

A. Word of God, word of life. C. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b (read responsively)
** How manifold are your works, O LORD!
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
2 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number,
living things both small and great.



*® There go the ships to and fro,
and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it.
%’ All of them look to you
to give them their food in due season.
% You give it to them; they gather it;
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
2 When you hide your face, they are terrified;
when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.
*You send forth your Spirit, and they are created;
and so you renew the face of the earth.
31 May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
O LORD, rejoice in all your works.
*2you look at the earth and it trembles;
you touch the mountains and they smoke.
331 will sing to the LORD as long as | live;
I will praise my God while | have my being.
** May these words of mine please God.
| will rejoice in the LORD.
3% Bless the LorD, O my soul.
Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
3® No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

* Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, > and there are varieties
of services but the same Lord, ®and there are varieties of activities, but it is the
same God who activates all of them in everyone. ' To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 2 To one is given through the
Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, ° to another faith by the same Spirit, to another
gifts of healing by the one Spirit, ° to another the working of powerful deeds,
to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. ! All these are
activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as
the Spirit chooses.

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of
the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. B For in the one
Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and
we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

A. Word of God, word of life. C. Thanks be to God.



A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN US ALL
Children & Youth are invited forward for a special sermon time with Pastor Peggy.

Congregation stands

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 20:19-23
P. The holy gospel according to John. C. Glory to you, O Lord.

¥ When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors
were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2 After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they
saw the Lord. *! Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, so | send you.” 22\When he had said this, he breathed on them
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 2 If you forgive the sins of any, they
are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

P. The gospel of the Lord. C. Praise to you, O Christ.

Congregation is seated

SERMON Amazed and Perplexed!

Congregation stands

HYMN OF THE DAY Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song (printed in bulletin)
APOSTLE’S CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.



| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A. Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. A brief silence.

A. O God, you send the Holy Spirit to gather your church into one. Inspire all
ministers of the gospel to speak prophetic and hope-filled words to all whom
they encounter. Bless the work of interreligious dialogue. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

A. You send the Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth. Protect all living
things, bring forth clean water and abundant food, and grant us wonder as we
contemplate all you have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A. You send the Holy Spirit to break down the barriers of communication
among nations. Bestow peace in war-torn areas, guide all in government and
society to work for justice, and guard those serving in the armed forces,
especially this weekend as we remember those who died in service to their
country. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A. You send the Holy Spirit to accompany those who feel abandoned. Provide
food for those who hunger and drink for those who thirst, soothe those who
are anxious or bereaved, comfort those who are sick or suffering, and answer
all who call upon your name, especially... those we name aloud... and those we
hold in our hearts... Merciful God, receive our prayer.



A. You send the Holy Spirit through the gift of baptism. Bless both those
preparing for or affirming their baptism. May they be encouraged by this
community of faith as they live out their baptismal promises. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

A. You send the Holy Spirit to console us in our grief. We give you thanks for
our ancestors in the faith whose witness to your mighty works continues to
inspire our lives. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

P. God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P. The Peace of Christ be with you always.

C. And also with you.

P. Let us share with each other a sign of Christ’s peace.

Congregation is seated
CHOIR ANTHEM Spirit, Come Jeff Lippencott
MEAL

OFFERTORY INVITATION

Scantogive s Offering can be given by putting it in the offering ~ Scan to give

via Venmo l plate when it is passed, online directly via the QR Via Tithely

lp-_+': E codes for Tithely or Venmo, or by requesting your
ok TN bank to send a check to the church. Find more

i v details on our website.

Thank you for your generous gifts!

Congregation stands



OFFERTORY SONG

Refrain/Estribillo
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

A. Let us pray... Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give
you glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we
will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the
name of Jesus, Amen.



DIALOGUE & PREFACE OF THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P. The Lord be with you.

C. And also with you.

P. Lift up your hearts.

C. We lift them to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you
have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that
beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we
cannot see. And so with all the choirs of angels, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Congregation kneels or sits

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P. Holy God, Breath of life and Fire of love: with a mighty wind you brought
creation into being, and by a pillar of fire you led your people into freedom.

We praise you for the gift of your Son, who poured out your Spirit on his
disciples of every race and nation.



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and the sending of the holy
and life-giving Spirit, we await his coming again to renew the face of the earth.

Send now your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this meal: anoint us with your
gifts of faith, hope, and love, that, with thankful hearts, we may be witnesses
to your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty God, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Believing in the real presence of Christ, we practice Eucharistic
hospitality. All baptized persons are welcome to Communion this morning.
Please come forward, guided by the Ushers, to receive the bread and wine.
Children are invited to the table for a blessing.

Gluten free and traditional wafers are available, please note this to
Pastor Peggy when you come up. The bread is dairy and egg free. Grape juice is
available in the second communion plate. As you return to your seat via the
side aisles you can place your empty cup in the baskets on either side.

P. Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.



COMMUNION SONG
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
After all have received Communion the congregation stands.

TABLE BLESSING
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen.

SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A. Let us pray... Holy One, through this meal you have made your home
among us and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to
anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations.
In the name of Jesus, Amen.

SENDING

BENEDICTION

P. God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn
of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, *+ bless you now and
forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind (printed in bulletin)

DISMISSAL
A. Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C. Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020048. Permission to reprint/stream
the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-731656. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



Announcements for May 24th, 2026

Welcome to Holy Counselor Lutheran Church. May you experience the
joy of God'’s presence in our worship!

If today is your first time worshiping at Holy Counselor, please be sure
to fill out the “Guest Book” on the table in the narthex and take a welcome
bag. Please ask our ushers any questions you may have regarding worship this
morning. Large print bulletins are available.

The Pray-ground is a special place to help support kids and families in
worshiping. We love the sound of kids in worship! God made kids wiggly and
curious, and we celebrate that here. Tips: explain, participate, and move
around together. Need to leave? No problem, but please come back!

Worship is live streamed to our church Facebook page, but the
camera is pointed away during Communion and is not on the children when
they come forward during A Time for the Child in Us All. Anyone on the altar is
on camera.
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Volunteers for Today’s Worship

Lay Asst. Kathy Heeren
Ushers Volunteer needed
Comm. Asst. Volunteer needed
Tech Fred Schoenagel
Tellers Volunteer needed

Refreshments Volunteer needed

**%%* Join us for refreshments after worship*****

THIS WEEK AT HOLY COUNSELOR
Sunday, May 24: Outdoor Worship w/Communion, 9:30am
Choir Practice following worship
Monday, May 25: Memorial Day, office closed
Wednesday, May 27: Adult Ed, Zoom, 10:00am
Saturday, May 30: Sisters in Prayer, Zoom, 8:30am
Sunday, May 31: Outside Worship w/Communion, 9:30am

Outside Worship: Begins TODAY, Sunday, May 24th and continues through
Labor Day weekend. We worship outside weekly at 9:30 am, weather
permitting. Please dress appropriately for the temperature. If you are
available to help set up the equipment (electric piano, amplifier, speakers,
canopy tents, etc.) please arrive around 8:45am. Thank you!



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4980635423
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4980635423

Picnic at Crossroads: Our ELCA cluster is hosting a potluck picnic at Crossroads
Camp (29 Pleasant Grove Rd, Port Murray, NJ 07865) on Sunday, June 14"
from 3-7pm. There will be games, food, a bonfire and smores! Come have fun
and meet the pastors and church members of our other cluster churches.
These are the same people you’ve met on the cluster-wide zoom education
series. For space use and staff support the picnic is $15 for one person and
$30 for a family. Please let Pastor Peggy know if you want to attend so we
can give a head count! If you’ve ever wanted to see camp this is a great way to
visit.

Pastor’s Surgery & Medical Leave: Pastor Peggy will be having thyroid surgery
on Wednesday, June 10™. She will be out recovering June 10™-June 14™ (and
hopes to be at the cluster-wide picnic depending on how she feels!) Prayers
are appreciated.

Food Pantry Donation Drive: Please take a suggested donation slip from the
basket in the narthex and return your donated items by May 30™. Thank you
for your extra support for those who utilize our food pantry!

Vacuum Volunteer: Volunteers are needed to vacuum at church once each
week this week and next week between May 24™ — June 5. Please sign up
on the chart. Our dedicated Debbie will be traveling, and we need some extra
help during that time. Thank you!

Prayer Bead Making & Summer Worship Series: This summer we will have an
8-week worship series called 'All of Our Days', from June 22”d-August ot
focused on prayer. An element of the series is praying with protestant prayer
beads. Everyone will get a set, and you can come make your own after
worship on Sunday, June 7" so you have them beforehand. Fun fact: The
modern English word bead is derived from the Anglo-Saxon word bede, which
means prayer.

Vernon Day-Church Booth: Vernon Day is Saturday, June 13" from 11am-
4pm with set up and tear down before and after. We will be having a church
table! If you are available to help volunteer at the table, please contact
Emilie Dupont.

Vacation Bible School: Tell your friends about our VBS: God’s Good Creation
this summer July 20"-23" from 1-4pm! We hope the afternoon timeslot will
allow for more participants. Register today at myvbs.org/hclcvernon



https://www.myvbs.org/hclcvernon

AED Donations: Our AED expired and a grant was obtained to help cover the
costs of a new one! However, AEDs are quite expensive and the outstanding
cost not covered by the grant is $1,349.98. If you would like to donate to help
cover the cost of the new AED please note ‘AED’ with your donation. Thank
you for helping our church be a safe place if an emergency ever occurred.

Plastic Recycle Challenge: We have started a new cycle of collecting plastic
bags & plastic wrap to earn another bench while helping our environment.
Please continue to save your plastics and collect from your friends and
neighbors. Remember that only “stretchy” plastic can be recycled. Stiff,
crinkly bags (such as frozen food bags, candy bar wrappers, chip bags, pet food
bags) do not meet the criteria for this program. Thank you for your care of
creation!

Food Pantry: Food items to help restock: canned tuna, boxed cereal, canned
chili, canned corn, canned green beans, peanut butter, jelly, children’s juice
boxes or pouches, 4-pack toilet paper and body wash. You can always bring
donations of canned goods, paper goods, and hygiene products.

All donations can be placed in the blue bin by the sanctuary doors. Thank you!



GATHERING HYMN ACS 942

Every Time I Feel the Spirit
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1 Up-on the moun - tain my Lord spoke,
2 .. All a - round me looked so fine,
3 .. Jor-dan riv - er, chilly and cold,
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out of his mouth came fire and smoke.
asked . . ... my Lord if all was mine.
chills the bod - y but not the soul.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: PENTECOST, African American spiritual; arr. Melva W. Costen, b. 1933
Arr. © 1990 Melva W. Costen, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song
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1 Like the mur - mur of the dove’s song, like the chal - lenge of  her
2 To the mem-bers of Christ’sbod - vy, to the branch-es of the
3 Withthe heal -ing of di - vi - sion, with the cease -less voice of
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flight, like the vig - or of the wind’s rush, like the
vine, to the church in faith as - sem - bled, to our
prayer,  with the pow’r to love and wit - ness, with the
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new flame’s ea - ger might: come, Ho - ly Spir - it,  come.
midst as  gift and sign:  come, Ho - ly Spir - it,  come.
peace be - yond com - pare:  come, Ho - ly Spir - it,  come.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: BRIDEGROOM, Peter Cutts, b. 1937
Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company.

Music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923

Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL. 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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1 God of tem - pest, God of whirl-wind, as on Pen - te -
2 God of blaz - ing, God of burn - ing, all that blocks your
3 God of earth - quake, God of thun - der, shake us loose from
4 God of pas - sion, God un - sleep -ing, stir in  us love’s
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cost de - scend! Drive us out from shel - tered com -fort;
pur - pose, purge!  Through your church, Christ’s liv - ing Bod -y,
leth - ar - gy! Break the chains of sin a - sun - der,
rest - less - ness! Where the peo - pﬁ cry in an - guish,
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past these walls your peo - ple send! Sweep us in - to cost - ly ser-vice,
let your flam -ing Spir - it surge! Where de-ceit con-ceals in - jus - tice,
for earth’s heal - ing  set us free! Crum-ble walls that still di-vide us;
may we share your heart’s dis-tress. Rouse us from con - tent with e - vil;
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there with Christ to bear the cross, there with Christ to  bear the cross!
kin - dle us to speak your truth, kin - dle us to speak your truth!
make us one in Christ our Lord, make us one in Christ our Lord!
claim us for your king-dom’s work, claim us for your king -dom’s work!
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Holy Counselor

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Contact Information
(973) 827-5251 office
www.hc-lutheranchurch.org

The Reverend Peggy Ludlow: pastorpeggy@hc-lutheranchurch.org
Director of Music: June Tarantino: music@hc-lutheranchurch.org
Office Administrator: Cathy Nemecek: office@hc-lutheranchurch.org
Bookkeeper: Wynn White: accounts@hc-lutheranchurch.org

MISSION STATEMENT
As Children of God,
we are called to share and serve
Christ’s love and bring God’s word to all.

CHURCH COUNCIL
Pastor Rev. Peggy Ludlow
President Nancy Knecht
Vice President Frank Urbaniak
Treasurer Claire Speroni
Recording Secretary Dawn McCormick
Financial Secretary John Heeren
Outreach Coordinator Francine Vince
Nurture Coordinator Fred Schoenagel
Administration Coordinator Diane Rossi

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Kristina Heeren
Pam Kucks
Matt Moller
Aileen Donovan

Holy Counselor is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Munsee peo-

ple, and we give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial. We also wish

to recognize and honor our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land
their home.




