
1 

 

DAY OF PENTECOST 
 

+ May 24, 2026 + 
10:00 am 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
300 O’Neal Road 

Greer, South Carolina 
Office (864) 877-5876  

 
 



2 

 

 

GOD GIVES MORE THAN ENOUGH 

 

It is the “first day of the week” (John 20:19), the day of the new creation, but to those 

locked away in the upper room in fear, the world is as it always has been. So entrenched 

are they in the ways of grief and guilt that the Risen One in their midst needs to offer his 

life-giving invitation twice: “Peace be with you.” The logic of the new age is peace, not 

retribution; forgiveness, not vengeance. With the invitation to new life comes also the 

means: the gift of the Holy Spirit, breathed upon them and within them. Just as the 

Father sent Jesus into the world, so now are these disciples sent as witnesses to God’s 

saving work. 

 

Pentecost is therefore the crowning achievement of the Jesus story. Now, more than ever, 

these huddled disciples would have just cause to sing the “Dayenu” (“It would have 

been enough”) verses from the Passover seder meal, but revised: It would have been 

enough for the Word and wisdom of God to have been born in the flesh . . . Dayenu! It 

would have been enough for the Word to grow to adulthood and share his stunning 

parables about God’s gracious activity in the world . . . Dayenu! It would have been 

enough for this Word to say to his enemies, “Father, forgive them” . . . Dayenu! It would 

have been enough for this Word to have died on a cross for us . . . Dayenu! It would have 

been enough that he rose again in blessing, not vengeance . . . Dayenu! But now, beyond 

what we would even expect—the Word becomes our word and it is written on our hearts 

at Pentecost . . . Dayenu! It is enough, and more than enough to enflame our ministry of 

reconciliation in a world in need of a healing word. 
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Ministers             The People of Redeemer    
Pastor                 The Rev. Elise T. Stringer  
Parish Administrator                Mrs. Jackie Pitts 
Director of Music Ministries           Mrs. Donna Cotter  
 

Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church in the name of Christ our Lord.  

Today we celebrate receiving new members into the mission and ministry  
we share. 

 

WE WARMLY WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US this Day of Pentecost! It 
is our hope and prayer that the God who destroyed death and made new life possible 
on this day will touch and transform your life for all the days to come. If you are a guest, 
please sign the Guest Register in the Narthex.  If you have any questions, our ushers will 
be happy to help you.  
 
IF YOU ARE SEEKING A CHURCH HOME, we invite you to consider making 
Redeemer that home. For more information about Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, please speak with Pastor Elise 
or contact Jackie Pitts at (864) 877-5876.  
 
PENTECOST DERIVES ITS NAME FROM THE JEWISH FESTIVAL 

CELEBRATING THE HARVEST AND THE GIVING OF THE LAW ON MOUNT 

SINAI FIFTY DAYS AFTER PASSOVER. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy 

Spirit as God’s presence within and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind 

and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds us that though we each 

have different capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus 

breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate 

that we too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s 

redeeming love to all the world. 
 

 

WE ENTER THIS SANCTUARY WITH REVERENCE FOR GOD  
AND RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE IN PRAYER.  

PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES.  
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PRELUDE                                                                                            Donna Cotter, Organist 
 

 

The prelude is a time for QUIET reflection and prayer. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE DAY 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS       
 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at Baptism. 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN              O BEAUTIFUL FOR SPACIOUS SKIES               ELW #888 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                                                                                                                            ELW p. 203 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                                                             ELW p. 204 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray: O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending 
into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right 
judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your 
Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

We Sit 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                    Pastor Elise Stringer 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING:   Acts 2:1-21 
Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Luke portrays the Holy Spirit 
being poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and astonished people assembled in Jerusalem for the 
festival. Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection. (not read 
aloud) 
 

A reading from Acts Chapter 2: 
 

1 When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one 
place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability. 
  5 Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each 
one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they 
asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each 
of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking 
about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
“What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
  14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow 
Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 
say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 
morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
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17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and 
women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will 
show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and 
smoky mist. 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, 
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21 Then everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: 104:24-34, 35b 
Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. (Ps. 104:30) 
 
 

 24 How manifold are your | works, O LORD! 
  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your creatures. 
 25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- | y to number, 
  living things both | small and great. 
 26 There go the ships | to and fro, 
  and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it. 
 27 All of them | look to you 
  to give them their food | in due season.  
 28 You give it to them; they | gather it; 
  you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things. 
 29 When you hide your face, | they are terrified; 
  when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust. 
 30 You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created; 
  and so you renew the face | of the earth. 
 31 May the glory of the LORD en- | dure forever; 
  O LORD, rejoice in | all your works.  
 32 You look at the earth | and it trembles; 
  you touch the mountains | and they smoke. 
 33 I will sing to the LORD as long | as I live; 
  I will praise my God while I | have my being. 
 34 May these words of | mine please God. 
  I will rejoice | in the LORD. 
 35b Bless the LORD, | O my soul. 
  Hal- | lelujah!  
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-given unity and Spirit-created 
diversity. The Spirit creates the unity of faith and gives all Christians diverse gifts for the common benefit of all. 
We need one another’s diverse spiritual gifts because the same Spirit has given them to each person for the 
common good. (not read aloud) 
 
A reading from 1 Corinthians Chapter 12: 
 

3b No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 
  4 Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, 5 and there are varieties of 
services but the same Lord, 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God 
who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 
for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and 
to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by 
the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of 
powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another 
various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are 
activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit 
chooses. 
  12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink 
of one Spirit. Amen. 

 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
  

Young Youth and LCY at End of the Year Party 
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GOSPEL PROCESSION 
As the Holy Gospel is read in our midst, the Lord Jesus Christ is present and powerful, crucified and 

risen among us.  
The Church gathers around Him to become Easter People, equipped to carry the new light of 

Resurrection victory into all the world. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN              O HOLY SPIRIT, ENTER IN                                 ELW #786 

(vs. 1 and 2 before Procession, vs. 3 after Procession) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: John 20:19-23 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 20th Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were 
locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you.”  
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20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 

 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

THE SERMON                                         Pastor Elise Stringer 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                   HOLY SPIRIT, TRUTH DIVINE                        ELW #398 
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WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS TO THE CONGREGATION 
Following the hymn of the day, New Members being welcomed, their sponsors, and minister gather at the font. 
 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these brothers and sisters, one 
with us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome as New Members into the lifelong 
ministry of God’s love here at Redeemer. They come to us from different parts of the 
country, as well as varying denominations and faith journeys.  
 

A representative of the congregation or the presiding minister may introduce each new member or household. 
 

Dorothy Bauer 
Congregational Sponsors: Arlene Biggers and Helen Monette 

 

Dick Falconer 
Congregational Sponsors: Tom and Nancy Stires 

 

The Rev. Shannon Mullen and Kami Kinard 
Congregational Sponsors: Jeffrey Stringer, Tyndall Stringer, and Jones Stringer 

 

Vallorie Poznaski 
Congregational Sponsor: Rebecca Carlson 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
The presiding minister may introduce the Creed. 
 

Together with the congregation and the whole church, let us confess our faith.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS 
The presiding minister addresses those being welcomed. 
 

In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission 
of God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and 
share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word 
and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice 
and peace in all the earth. 
 
The minister addresses the New Members. 
Sisters and brothers in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism 
among God’s people in this place? 
 

New Members: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
The minister addresses the assembly. 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life 
in Christ? 
 

Congregation: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

PRAYER 
Offered by the Assisting Minister.  
 

We give you thanks for our new members whom you have drawn to yourself by the love 
of Jesus Christ, and whom we have welcomed into this household of faith. Keep us close 
together in your Spirit, in the breaking of bread and the prayers, and in service to others. 
May we continue to grow together in the lifelong family ministry of God’s love at 
Redeemer. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

WELCOME 
The Pastor addresses the assembly. 
 

Let us welcome these sisters and brothers in Christ to this community of faith. 
 

Congregation: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give 
thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Offered by the Assisting Minister  
 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 
us pray for the needs of all creation.  
 

A brief silence. 
 

O God, you send the Holy Spirit to gather your church into one. Inspire all ministers of 
the Gospel to speak prophetic and hope-filled words to all whom they encounter. Bless 
the work of interreligious dialogue. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You send the Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth. Protect all living things, bring 
forth clean water and abundant food, and grant us wonder as we contemplate all you 
have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You send the Holy Spirit to break down the barriers of communication among nations. 
Bestow peace in war-torn areas, guide all in government and society to work for justice, 
and guard those serving in the armed forces, especially this weekend as we remember 
those who died in service to their country. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
  

You send the Holy Spirit to accompany those who feel abandoned. Provide food for 
those who hunger and drink for those who thirst, soothe those who are anxious or 
bereaved, comfort those who are sick or suffering. Answer all who call upon your name 
especially those on our prayer board and those we name before you now. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

You send the Holy Spirit through the gift of Baptism. Bless both those preparing for or 
affirming their Baptism. May they be encouraged by this community of faith as they live 
out their Baptismal promises. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You send the Holy Spirit to console us in our grief. We give you thanks for our ancestors 
in the faith whose witness to your mighty works continues to inspire our lives. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new 
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 
 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
 

We share a sign of peace with others as we are comfortable. We sit. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

   
MUSICAL OFFERING                WALK IN THE LIGHT                           Redeemer Choir 
 
OFFERING HYMN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Offered by the Assisting minister and congregation.  

 
Let us pray: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and 
thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy 
may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Presiding Minister greets the congregation and invites all present to give thanks. 

 

The Lord be with you.                                     And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.         We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                           ELW #207 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover  
from death to life, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN:                LAMB OF GOD                          ELW p. 208 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMNS DURING COMMUNION    
Congregation is encouraged to sing. 

 
SPIRIT OF GENTLENESS                                                                                                            ELW #396 

O HOLY SPIRIT, ROOT OF LIFE                                                          ELW #399 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Offered by Assisting Minister. 

 
Let us pray:  Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our 
enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
  
REDEEMER’S MISSION  
 
Redeemers Mission is: A lifelong family ministry of God’s love! 
 
SENDING HYMN       GOD OF TEMPEST, GOD OF WHIRLWIND                  ELW #400 

(printed on next page) 

 
DISMISSAL    
Offered by Assisting Minister. 

 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                      Donna Cotter, Organ 
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Serving Today 
Ushers:    Tom Lewis and Wade Tate 
Greeters:    Aaron Cornwell and Chuck Pegram 
Assisting Minister:  Al Ludwigson 
Lector 1:    Elaine Finley 
Lector 2:    Michelle Meloon 
Acolyte:    Alexander Tierce 
Crucifer:    Owen Smith 
Bible Bearer:   Anna Smith 
Torch Bearers:   Walker and Brooks Snyder 
Cantor:    Nancy Stires 
Counters:    Chuck Pegram and Courtney Childers 
Altar Guild:    Paula Ludwigson 
Flowers:    Given by Arlene Biggers in honor of her grandchildren  
Sheepdog:    Sonny Lybrand, Beto Damian, and Renee Phillips 
Nursery:    Lily Childers 

Serving Next Week – May 31, 2026 
Ushers:    Phil Rhoads and Chuck Pegram 
Greeters:    David Henderson and Tom Lewis 
Assisting Minister:  Del King 
Lector 1:    Joyce Frid 
Lector 2:    Nancy Stires 
Acolyte:    Dillon Howell 
Crucifer:    Maxwell Howell 
Cantor:    Heather Hester 
Counters:    Cyndi Celinskis and Jennifer Tierce 
Altar Guild:    Marilyn Barr 
Flowers:    Given by Catharine Kirby in honor of Connor and Isla’s 
                                         birthdays  
Sheepdog:    BJ King, Tom Lewis, and Chris Felicia 
Nursery:    Kaci Cotter and Harper Meloon 

NOTES 
 
  
 
 


