
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DAY OF PENTECOST  
May 24, 2026 

 
MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

34 E. Orange Street 
Shippensburg, PA 17257-1993 

Web Site: memluth.org 
E-mail: office@memluth.org 

717-532-4614 

 
Welcoming all  

Reaching out in love 
Growing together in Christ 

Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ name 

 
Reverend Godfred Effisah 

717-532-4614 (church office) or 571-572-0119 (cell) 
pastor@memluth.org 

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 
Children are an active part of Memorial’s community of faith! We welcome you to 
worship each week! Children’s bulletins and Quiet Bags (lots of exciting things 
to do!) are available at the doors coming from the parking lot. Please take one  
of each as they may help your children bring smiles into our time of worship!   

 

 

https://memluth.breezechms.com/people/view/46108831#
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Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for 
Worship, please silence your cell phone.  
 
INTRODUCTION 
Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the 
harvest and the giving of the law on Mount Sinai fifty days after 
Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s 
presence within and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing 
wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds us 
that though we each have different capacities, we are unified in the 
Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on 
his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too 
are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s 
redeeming love to all the world. 
 

GATHERING 
 

WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE  “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”                          - Callahan  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Please kneel or stand as you are able. 
 

All make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the 
Lamb! 
Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 

Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving. 
 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of 
creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for 
the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named). Blessed are 
you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our 
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and 
resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed 
are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.  
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Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break 
down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed 
are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for 
making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you 
honor and praise, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Please remain standing or stand as you are able. 
 
GATHERING HYMN  “Come Down, O Love Divine”                ELW 804    
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE                                                               READ RESPONSIVELY 
In peace, in peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity 
of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
For your people here who have come to give you praise, for the 
strength to live your word, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, and defend us, O God. Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  “This is the Feast” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together.   
O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by 
sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that 
Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice 
at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
WORD 

 
FIRST READING                                                                  Acts 2:1-21 
Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day 
after Passover. Luke portrays the Holy Spirit being poured out upon the 
disciples before the gathered and astonished people assembled in 
Jerusalem for the festival. Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able 
to witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection. 
 
1 When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together 
in one place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the 
rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. 

4
 All of them were filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability. 5 Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven 
living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was 
bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 
language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all 
these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each 
of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10

 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans 
and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s 
deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They 
are filled with new wine.” 14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised 
his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews and all who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, 
these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 
morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘In 
the last days it will be, God declares,  that I will pour out my Spirit 
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and 
your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams. 

18
 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I  
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will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will show por-
tents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and 
fire, and smoky mist. 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the 
moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM        104:24-34, 35b                READ RESPONSIVELY 
24 How manifold are your works, O Lord! 
  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your  
      creatures. 
25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to  
      number, 
  living things both small and great. 
26 There go the ships to and fro, 
  and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 
27 All of them look to you 
  to give them their food in due season.  
28 You give it to them; they gather it; 
  you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
29 When you hide your face, they are terrified; 
  when you take away their breath, they die and return to their  
     dust. 
30 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; 
  and so you renew the face of the earth. 
31 May the glory of the Lord endure forever; 
  O Lord, rejoice in all your works.  
32 You look at the earth and it trembles; 
  you touch the mountains and they smoke. 
33 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; 
  I will praise my God while I have my being. 
34 May these words of mine please God. 
  I will rejoice in the Lord. 
35b Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
  Hallelujah!  
 
SECOND READING                                         1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between 
our God-given unity and Spirit-created diversity. The Spirit creates the 
unity of faith and gives all Christians diverse gifts for the common ben-
efit of all. We need one another’s diverse spiritual gifts because the 
same Spirit has given them to each person for the common good. 
 
3b No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 4 Now there 
are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, 5 and there are varieties of ser-
vices but the same Lord, 

6
 and there are varieties of activities, but it is  
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the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given 
the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given 
through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance 
of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the 
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another 
the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the dis-
cernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the 
same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit choos-
es. 12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 
13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and           
kindle in us the fire of your love. Alleluia. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 20th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL                                                                  John 20:19-23 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a 
commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews,                      
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 
After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are                   
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

PENTECOST POEM  “The Wind and the Flame” 
 

SERMON   
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Holy Spirit, Truth Divine”                      ELW 398  
 
Please be seated. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly with these or similar 
words.  
                                                               

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these 
brothers and sister, one with us in the body of Christ, who are making 
public affirmation of their baptism. 
 
PRESENTATION                        
 

Those making affirmation are presented by a representative of the 
congregation:  
 

I present Jonathan Perdew, Olivia Perdew and Toryn Wilson, who 
desire to make public affirmation of their baptism. 
(Confirmands will stand when called.) 
 
Let us pray.  
Merciful God, we thank you for these brothers and sister, whom you 
have made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have 
called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, 
and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in 
the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you 
have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH                                                                                                                             
The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of 
baptism.     
  
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess 
the faith of the church. Do you renounce the devil and all the forces 
that defy God?     
Response: I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?      
Response: I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?   
Response: I renounce them. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly.     
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Do you believe in God the Father?                                                                                                                             
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 
to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?                                                                                       
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the commun-
ion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
 
AFFIRMATION                                                                                                                             
The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of 
baptism.   
 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to contin-
ue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to live among 
God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s 
supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and 
deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive 
for justice and peace in all the earth? 
 
Each person responds: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
The minister addresses the assembly.       
                                                                                                                  
People of God, do you promise to support these brothers and sister 
and pray for them in their life in Christ? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
                                             
Let us pray.  
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you 
give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 
 
Each Confirmand comes to the center aisle and kneels when called. 
 
The blessing is repeated for each person. The minister and family 
members lay hands on the head of the person as the minister says:     
 
Stir up in Jonathan, Olivia and Toryn the gift of your Holy Spirit: the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 
presence, both now and forever. Amen. 
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Those making public affirmation stand and face the assembly 
 
Let us rejoice with these brothers and sister in Christ. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give 
thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the 
world. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our 
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Eternal Father, you invite each of us to share in the life and ministry of 
your Son, Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit to transform our faith 
family into a community of disciples. In this year of discipleship, teach 
us how to listen to Jesus, to love Jesus deeply, and to share Jesus 
with everyone we meet. Through the Holy Spirit, guide us to deepen 
our commitment as disciples of Jesus. Lead us, we pray, to grow as an 
intentional community, committed to our call to discipleship. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
  
Gracious and caring God, we thank you for all the women who nurture, 
guide, and uplift our lives. We thank you for mothers who give endless-
ly, daughters who bring hope for tomorrow, and sisters who stand be-
side us in love and support. Bless the women who have sacrificed qui-
etly, loved deeply, and served faithfully. Strengthen those facing chal-
lenges and comfort those who feel alone. May every woman feel val-
ued, respected, and appreciated for the unique gifts she brings into the 
world. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
  
For Olivia, Toryn, and Jonathan, whom the gift of the Holy Spirit has 
confirmed, that, planted in faith and grounded in love, they may bear 
witness to Christ the Lord by their way of life. For their parents and 
family, that by word and example they may continue to encourage our 
confirmands in the faith to follow in the footsteps of Christ. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
 
You send the Holy Spirit to accompany those who feel abandoned. 
Provide food for those who hunger and drink for those who thirst, 
soothe those who are anxious or bereaved, comfort those who are sick 
or suffering, and answer all who call upon your name (especially).      
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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You send the Holy Spirit to console us in our grief. We give you thanks 
for our ancestors in the faith (especially scientists Nicolaus Copernicus 
and Leonard Euler) whose witness to your mighty works continues to 
inspire our lives. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Gracious God, on this Memorial Day weekend, we remember and give 
thanks for the many brave men and women who have given their lives 
in the service of our country. When the need was greatest, they 
stepped forward and did their duty to defend the freedoms we enjoy 
and secure the same for others. Help us to honor their memory by                   
caring for the family members they have left behind and by being 
watchful caretakers of the freedoms for which they gave their lives. 
Though their names may fade with the passing of generations (  ) may 
we never forget what they have done. Help us to be worthy of their 
sacrifice, O God, help us to be worthy amen.   
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE                    Please greet those around you 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
OFFERTORY  “Spirit Song”                                               Senior Choir  
 
                                                                                                          
The Ushers will collect the offering. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE   
     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                      ELW 884 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

MEAL 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you 
glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body 
and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and 
bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE - PENTECOST 
Father, all-powerful and ever-living God, we do well always and every-
where to give you thanks. Today, you sent the Holy Spirit on those 
marked out to be your children by sharing the life of your only Son, and 
so you brought the paschal mystery to its completion. Today, we cele-
brate the great beginnings of your Church when the Holy Spirit made 
known to all peoples the one true God and created from the many lan-
guages of earth one voice to profess one faith. The joy of the resurrec-
tion renews the whole world, while the choirs of heaven sing forever 
and ever to your glory: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                      Read Together 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you 
gave your only Son, that whoever believes in him may not perish but 
have eternal life. Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your 
holy will and accomplished our salvation. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving Passion 
and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to 
come again, we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we 
ought, but as we are able; and we implore you mercifully to accept our 
praise and thanksgiving, and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless  
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us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine; that we 
and all who share in the body and blood of your Son may be filled with  
heavenly peace and joy, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 
sanctified in soul and body, and have our portion with all your saints. 
 

All glory and honor is yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Lord remember us in your Kingdom, and teach us to pray.  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                                                                        page 191 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 
 
 



14  

 

Please be seated. 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center 
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,                     
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received 
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving  
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for 
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side 
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  “Breathe on Me Breath of God”     Senior Choir 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING   
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Let us pray together. 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to 
anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to 
the nations. In the name of Jesus,  
Amen. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless 
you now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind”          ELW 400   
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE  Finale on “The Star Spangled Banner”              - Callahan 
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CONFIRMAND’S FAVORITE BIBLE VERSE 
 

Jonathan Perdew 
Philippians 4:13 - “I can do all things through him who strengthens 
me.” 
 

Olivia Perdew 
Psalm 23:4 - “Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no 
evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” 
 

Toryn Wilson 
Romans 3:23 - “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God;”  
 
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
 
 
Nicolaus Copernicus, died 1543; Leonhard Euler, died 1783;  
scientists ~ Sunday, May 24, 2026 
These two men were both scientists who helped to explain the won-
ders of God's universe. Copernicus is best known for promoting the 
idea that the sun, not the earth, is at the center of our solar system. 
Euler was one of the founders of pure mathematics, and contributed to 
many other fields. 
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