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Compassion as Proclamation

When Jesus instructed his followers to “ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers”
(Matthew 9:38), his disciples might not have expected that the sending would happen so quickly,
or that they would be the ones sent. The job of harvest laborers might seem straightforward
enough: Recognize the gifts, the fruit, and use them to advance the good news of God’s work.
But what prompts Jesus to tell the disciples to ask God for laborers is that he sees people who are
“harassed and helpless” (v. 36) and is moved to compassion. That movement prompts us to
consider that compassion is not merely a feeling that is held, but an energy that reaches out
through us to others.

Congregational mission statements and our Sunday liturgy commonly reinforce that the faithful
are sent into the world proclaiming the good news of God in Christ. The scriptures stress the
importance of connecting oral proclamation with meaningful action, lest proclamation become
merely lip service. While proclaiming the gospel might seem broad and difficult to narrow down
into our many daily interactions and tasks, the guiding principle of compassion provides a
touchpoint.

The disciples’ message that God’s kingdom has come near is accompanied by actions meant to
alleviate suffering. When we gather as a people of faith, we receive God’s compassion in Christ
that extends through the Lord’s supper and unites us in fellowship. In our prayers we are
attentive to personal, local, and broad requests, asking God to receive and keep them in God’s
care. These acts of worship can prepare us to extend the compassion given to us into our personal
conversations and interactions with others. When we ask how we can be led by compassion, we
are asking how we can proclaim the good news of God in Christ.
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