
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, May 24, 2026 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

300 Queen Street 

Northumberland, PA  17857 

570-473-3770 

sjelc300@ptd.net 



PRELUDE  

 

GATHERING WORDS 

 

After fifty days of Easter rejoicing, the church cries out: 

Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

All those living in resurrection light sing with joy: 

Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

All those dying under the weight of sin and grief plead: 

Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

Come, Holy Spirit: fill the hearts of your faithful people, 

and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

 

PROCESSION TO THE BAPTISMAL FONT      

  Gracious Spirit, Heed our Pleading  ELW 401 

    vs. 1-3 

 

THANKSGIVING OF BAPTISM 

 

In the name of ☩ the One who was, who is, and who is to come. 

Amen. 

 

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the 

baptized life, let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving. 

 

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make 

a people your own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be 

witnesses in your name. Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as 

you are one. 

 



We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen 

believers and give new life to beloved servants of your church; 

waters that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own 

making. Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as you are one. 

 

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts 

of believers and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; waters that 

set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. Baptized 

into you, O Living One, make us one as you are one. 

 

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped 

by these waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name 

of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. 

Amen. 

 

PROCESSION TO THE ALTAR      

Gracious Spirit, Heed our Pleading  ELW 401 

     vs. 4-5 

GREETING 

  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending 

into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may 

have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, 

through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING                                           Acts 2:1-21 



Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he told his disciples they would be 

filled with the Holy Spirit. Now, amid signs of fire, wind, and a variety of 

languages, the people were amazed and astonished at Jesus’ promise 

coming true. 

1 When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in 

one place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of 

a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 

sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 

rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

  5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 

because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 

each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 

native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 

from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own 

languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All 

were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this 

mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

  14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 

them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to 

you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 

suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was 

spoken through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God 

declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and 

your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions,   

and your old men shall dream dreams.  18 Even upon my slaves, both men 

and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall 

prophesy. 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the 

earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20 The sun shall be turned to 

darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and 



glorious day. 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 

saved.’ ” 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM 104:24-34, 35b                                                    read responsively 

 

REFRAIN:  Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the 

earth. (Ps. 104:30) 

 

 24 How manifold are your  works, O Lord! In wisdom you have made 

them all; the earth is full  of your creatures. 

 25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to 

number, living things both  small and great. 

 26 There go the ships to and fro, and Leviathan, which you made for 

the  sport of it. 

 27 All of them  look to you to give them their food  in due season. R 

 28 You give it to them; they  gather it; you open your hand, and they are 

filled  with good things. 

 29 When you hide your face,  they are terrified; when you take away 

their breath, they die and return  to their dust. 

 30 You send forth your Spirit, and they  are created; and so you renew 

the face  of the earth. 

 31 May the glory of the Lord endure forever; O Lord, rejoice in  all 

your works. R 

 32 You look at the earth  and it trembles; you touch the mountains  and 

they smoke. 

 33 I will sing to the Lord as long  as I live; I will praise my God while 

I  have my being. 

 34 May these words of  mine please God. I will rejoice in the Lord. 

 35b Bless the Lord,  O my soul. Hallelujah! R 

 

SECOND LESSON                                               1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 



Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our 

God-given unity and Spirit-created diversity. The Spirit creates the unity 

of faith and gives all Christians diverse gifts for the common benefit of all. 

We need one another’s diverse spiritual gifts because the same Spirit has 

given them to each person for the common good. 

3b No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 

  4 Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, 5 and there are 

varieties of services but the same Lord, 6 and there are varieties of 

activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 

everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 

common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of 

wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same 

Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by 

the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of powerful deeds, to another 

prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of 

tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated 

by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the 

Spirit chooses.   12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and 

all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 

Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews 

or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

Alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts  of your faithful, and kindle in 

us the fire  of your love. Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL                                                                  John 20:19-23 

 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord.   



The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a 

commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors 

were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he 

showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 

saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 

Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed 

on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the 

sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.      

 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 

 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   O Day Full of Grace               ELW 627   

                                            

COMMUNITY AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before 

God to make public affirmation of baptism into Christ. 

Let us pray. 

 

Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water 

and the Word in baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us 

with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in the community of faith. 

Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and 

unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in 

the name of Christ.    Amen. 



PROFESSION OF FAITH 

 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the 

faith of the church. 

 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Response: I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Response: I renounce them 

 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Response: I renounce them. 

 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue 

in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

Response:  I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your 

life in Christ? 

Response:  We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you 

give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up 

in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 

the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and 

forever.   Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our 

broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

 

O God, you send the Holy Spirit to gather your church into one. Inspire all 

ministers of the gospel to speak prophetic and hope-filled words to all 

whom they encounter. Bless the work of interreligious dialogue. Merciful 

God,  receive our prayer. 

 

You send the Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth. Protect all living 

things, bring forth clean water and abundant food, and grant us wonder as 

we contemplate all you have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

You send the Holy Spirit to break down the barriers of communication 

among nations. Bestow peace in war-torn areas, guide all in government 

and society to work for justice, and guard those serving in the armed 

forces, especially this weekend as we remember those who died in service 

to their country. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

You send the Holy Spirit to accompany those who feel abandoned. 

Provide food for those who hunger and drink for those who thirst, soothe 

those who are anxious or bereaved, comfort those who are sick or 

suffering, and answer all who call upon your name (especially). Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 

 

You send the Holy Spirit through the gift of baptism. Bless both those 

preparing for or affirming their baptism. May they be encouraged by this 

community of faith as they live out their baptismal promises. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 

 

You send the Holy Spirit to console us in our grief. We give you thanks 

for our ancestors in the faith (especially scientists Nicolaus Copernicus 



and Leonard Euler) whose witness to your mighty works continues to 

inspire our lives. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good 

news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE  

 

The peace of Christ be with you always.      And also with you.  
 

                  You may share a sign of peace with your neighbor.  

MEAL 

 

OFFERING 

 

Thank you for your continued support with your offering.  Offering may be 

placed in the offering plate on the table in the rear of the sanctuary, by 

mail or our on-line giving.   

 

OFFERTORY HYMN        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will 

hunger and thirst no more.  Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 

that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. 

In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 DIALOGUE  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 



PREFACE  

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, 

you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every 

nation and tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 

witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   

 

 

    

                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

  



Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of 

milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

  

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to 

life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

  

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and 

on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with 

your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body 

of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, 

burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its 

creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, 



blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.    Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

 

Come to the table of new life.  Receive the risen Lord. 

 

The assembly may be seated. Communion will be served at the altar rail.   

Wine or grape juice is available. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

 

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 

and are making all things new.  Send us now to speak peace to anxious 

hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. 

In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the 

firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG      God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind   ELW 400    

                   

DISMISSAL  

 

We go now to be a light in our community, to make Christ known to all 

through nourishing, serving, and faith.  Thanks be to God. 
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Pastor       Director of Music 

Rev. Karla S. Leiby     William Jacavage 
 

Greeter       Lector  

Trudy Baker      Gail Lehman    
 

Acolyte/Communion Assistant  Crucifer 

Barb Moyer      Ryan Billman 
 

Torchbearers 

Grace Dunkelberger 

Lucas Dunkelberger 

 

Geraniums may be picked up after worship service.  Presentation booklets 

are located on the table in the rear of the sanctuary. 

 

This month’s Special Pink Envelope collection is designated for Camp 

Mount Luther. 

 

WELCA will be having their summer picnic on Monday, June 22, 6:00 

p.m. at the Marina.  All women are invited to attend.  Join us for a time of 

fellowship, friendship and food.    Hamburg BBQ will be provided, let 

Brenda Herbert know if you plan to attend.  Please bring a dish to share. 

 

VBS – Rainforest Café wish list is located on the table in the rear of the 

sanctuary.  If you would like to donate anything from the list, please call 

the church office by July 5th. 

 

PRAYERS:  Travis Shellenberger; Sue Kurtz; Robert Snyder Jr.; Theo 

Light; Len Zboray; Sharon Hoover 

 

HOMEBOUND and CONTINUED PRAYERS:  Barb Eisley; Jason 

Gulden; Helen Snyder; June Diehl; Nevin Brungard; Elaine Kohl; Nancy 

Hendricks; Betty Yerg; Jane Ressler; Bill Wagner; David Bartholomew; 

Marti Row 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


