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Easter 7 - May 15 2026		Sermon		Pr. Lyndon Sayers

John 17:1-11

Increasingly we are hearing Jesus’ name invoked to defend all kinds of things. It’s a near daily occurrence reading news in the US. However we cannot ignore similar political currents closer to home in Canada. Increasingly Canadian leaders are weaponizing Jesus and the Bible for their own partisan political ends. It is good for us as Lutherans to learn to recognize the patters and develop tools on how we talk about Jesus and the Bible when weaponized in these ways. 
There was one poignant example this past week in Alberta. Premier Danielle Smith together with some of her ministers attended and spoke at a conservative Christian conference. Journalists Mary Stuart and Geoff Dembicki write about this in an article in The Tyee, a BC online news site, titled “Oil Pipelines Align With the Teachings of Jesus.” The article opens with the sentence: “Building a new oil pipeline to the west coast of Canada is consistent with the teachings of Jesus, Alberta Premier Danielle Smith told a gathering of Christian leaders and organizations from across the province last week.” The article continues further down:
“The premier argued that a new pipeline would help meet growing global energy demand. But she also had a message specifically tailored to her Christian audience. “There’s another way to look at it,” she said. “I’m sure you remember the Parable of the Talents in the Gospel of Matthew — in it, Jesus teaches about stewardship.” Smith said that particular biblical passage refers to humankind being entrusted with resources that must be managed carefully for the benefit of other people. This “fits with how Albertans feel about the resources that are beneath our feet,” she said. (“Oil Pipelines Align With the Teachings of Jesus,” - The Tyee, May 2026)
	It’s worth taking a moment to unpack two things. First, the ways Smith, an elected leader, is using or misusing Jesus and scripture. And second, the opportunity we have as progressive Christians, for lack of a better word, to speak publicly into this moment. First in the Parable of the Talents in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus tells a parable about a wealthy man who gives talents to servants for safe keeping. It is a parable about using gifts God has entrusted to us in wise ways. In the parable two of the servants multiply the talents, making a return on the wealthy man’s investments, who he admires for their diligence. And there is one servant who buries the talent in the ground, who the man admonishes, for not making better use of the talent. A general takeaway from the parable is that God doesn’t want us burying gifts in the ground, where they don’t get used, but rather to use gifts wisely. Smith uses common knowledge of this parable for her Christian audience to compare leaving oil in the ground as wasting gifts God has given us. There are some issues with this comparison between the Parable of the Talents and oil. 
As an aside we need to make it clear we are not casting judgment upon people who work in the oil and gas industry, which includes some of my extended family. I have worked in that industry for a summer job back in the day during university days, both in Alberta and Saskatchewan. So I’ve met some of the people in the oil patch who care about doing a good job, safety for employees, they work hard and long hours. I learned a lot from the people who work maintaining pipelines. 
With that said, we also know that a majority of scientists have told us we can’t keep extracting oil at this pace without dire repercussions upon care of creation. Good stewardship of God’s gifts of water, air, and land include some kind of transition to renewable energy. So weaponizing Jesus’ words in the Parable of the Talents to defend building new mega pipeline projects is questionable at best in terms of Biblical interpretation. It also flies in the face of Jesus’ call to love for all creation, love of neighbour, caring for the least in our midst. Because we know who will be harmed disproportionately with a mega project: 
Indigenous people, especially Indigenous women and children, followed by Canadians on the margins whose government services are already being cut to pay for pipeline projects, not to mention the rise of extreme climate events we are already witnessing. Whatever we think about oil and gas, it is not a slam dunk from a Biblical interpretation perspective to say, “Jesus is all for drill, baby drill!”
	Now that we’ve addressed the context of misquoting a Biblical passage out of context to serve a partisan political aim, we should consider what responses are open to us as Christians who care for creation. The gospel reading today from the Gospel of John is of help here, grounding us in our identity belonging to Christ. In the gospel reading we hear Jesus praying to the Creator, to God the Father, praying that God continue to protect Jesus’ followers after he ascends. Keep in mind in the church calendar we are preparing for Day of Pentecost which takes place next Sunday, which is also Confirmation Sunday. Jesus’ prayer reveals the continuity that we remain protected by the love of God. Love that begins with the Creator/Holy Parent/Father, continues through the Son/Child, and with the Pentecost event Christ’s love is enlivened through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
	As Christians we find peace, abiding in Christ, through the Spirit. This is especially true today when it is hard to know who to trust in this political landscape and what direction we are moving toward. Some things have gotten better, while other rights and democratic freedoms are being rolled back. The individualism of our society seeps into all the systems we rely upon. Increasingly public and collective solutions to community care have been sidelined for individual pursuits. Whether that is separatist movements, investments that primarily benefit a small number of wealthy people, or just the general sense we are encouraged to pursue individual success. By contrast our identity as Christians is a collective one in which all boats are raised. Jesus prays for all those who answer the call of faith, following him. His concern is not for himself but for the collective. 
And as Christians we are called to seek mutual flourishing. Just as Jesus prepares safety from God for us in the face of risk to safety, so too we are called to see safety out of love for neighbours. 
	And that collective flourishing starts with us right here in the congregation. Checking in on one another. Helping one another serve in various ways whether singing in the choir or helping contribute towards a ramp at Anawim House together with the Social Justice Committee, to which so many of you contributed. These are concrete ways in which we serve while abiding in Christ. In the face of all the doubts and crises we carry within ourselves. We all have questions about faith and crises around health, housing, food, employment, studies, dealing with the news cycle, etc. In the midst of that we are children of God who find our identities in God’s love.
	Wrapping up, while some leaders like to make big splashy statements about Jesus and pipelines, we are already experimenting and finds ways to be Christians in a different way. Unlike political leaders, we don’t have to play to the base. We can point to a different way other than Christian extremism. A way that doesn’t view creation and people as commodities to be exploited. But rather that each person has inherent worth as children of God. So that each one of us and every neighbour has the opportunity to flourish. Amen.


	
