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On a September afternoon in 1870, nineteen explorers made their way by horseback along the Firehole River in an untamed corner of Wyoming. Their task was to explore an area known for geothermal activity. 
· Nathaniel P. Langford, a member of the expedition, later recalled what met their gaze that September day:
“[Imagine] our astonishment, as we entered the basin at mid-afternoon of our second day's travel, to see in the clear sunlight…an immense volume of clear, sparkling water projected into the air to the height of 125 feet. "Geysers! Geysers!" exclaimed one of our companies, and, spurring our jaded horses, we soon gathered around this wonderful [sight]. It was indeed a perfect geyser … It spouted at regular intervals nine times during our stay, the columns of boiling water being thrown from 90 to 125 feet…which lasted from 15 to 20 minutes. We gave it the name of ‘Old Faithful.’”
· Old Faithful in Yellowstone National Park earned its name for the predictability of its eruptions. You can travel to Yellowstone today knowing that Old Faithful will be faithful to erupt.

PAUSE
Today, we continue in our sermon series titled, “One Thing.” Five times in the Bible we find the phrase “one thing” and the fourth “one thing” message is recorded in John 9.
· But before we turn to John 9, I think it’s important to first consider what we find in John 20 because near the end of John, the apostle tells us why he wrote this book…
John 20:30-31 NLT The disciples saw Jesus do many other miraculous signs in addition to the ones recorded in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him you will have life by the power of his name.

John said that events recorded in his gospel were written down so that people would believe that Jesus is the Messiah and in chapter 9, we read about a man who came to know with certainty that Jesus is the Messiah, the one who has come to save us from our sins and offer us eternal life…
John 9:1-7 NLT As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. 2 “Rabbi,” his disciples asked him, “why was this man born blind? Was it because of his own sins or his parents’ sins?” 3 “It was not because of his sins or his parents’ sins,” Jesus answered. “This happened so the power of God could be seen in him. 4 We must quickly carry out the tasks assigned us by the one who sent us. The night is coming, and then no one can work. 5 But while I am here in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

This is the same thing Jesus declared just a chapter earlier when He spoke to the people and said, “I am the light of the world. If you follow me, you won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life.”

· Having declared that He is the light of the world, Jesus will now show that He is light of the world.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  D. A. Carson, The Gospel according to John, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Leicester, England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity Press; W.B. Eerdmans, 1991), 363.] 


John 9:6-7 NLT 6 Then he spit on the ground, made mud with the saliva, and spread the mud over the blind man’s eyes. 7 He told him, “Go wash yourself in the pool of Siloam” (Siloam means “sent”). So the man went and washed and came back seeing!
This may sound odd to us, or even gross, but making mud with saliva to put on the man’s eyes is reminiscent of God’s breath mixing with the dust of the earth in the miracle of human creation (Gen 2:7).[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Gerald L. Borchert, John 1–11, vol. 25A, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1996), 314.] 

· Again, John declares with every stroke of his pen that Jesus is the Messiah. He’s the one through whom all things were made.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Rodney A. Whitacre, John, vol. 4, The IVP New Testament Commentary Series (Westmont, IL: IVP Academic, 1999), 239.] 

· He is the Savior, the Son of God, the One who can give life.

PAUSE
And after this undeniable, miraculous healing, we would expect the stiff-necked Jewish leaders to just fall on their faces before the Lord in awe and repentance. 
· In awe of what He’s done — given sight to a man born blind.
· And repentant for resisting Him for so long. For being so stubborn and willfully rebellious.

But after the blind man is healed, the story takes an unexpected turn. Look at…
John 9:8-25 NLT The His neighbors and others who knew him as a blind beggar asked each other, “Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some said he was, and others said, “No, he just looks like him!” But the beggar kept saying, “Yes, I am the same one!” 10 They asked, “Who healed you? What happened?” 11 He told them, “The man they call Jesus made mud and spread it over my eyes and told me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash yourself.’ So I went and washed, and now I can see!” 12 “Where is he now?” they asked. “I don’t know,” he replied. 13 Then they took the man who had been blind to the Pharisees, 14 because it was on the Sabbath that Jesus had made the mud and healed him. 15 The Pharisees asked the man all about it. So he told them, “He put the mud over my eyes, and when I washed it away, I could see!” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man Jesus is not from God, for he is working on the Sabbath.” Others said, “But how could an ordinary sinner do such miraculous signs?” So there was a deep division of opinion among them. 17 Then the Pharisees again questioned the man who had been blind and demanded, “What’s your opinion about this man who healed you?” The man replied, “I think he must be a prophet.” 18 The Jewish leaders still refused to believe the man had been blind and could now see, so they called in his parents. 19 They asked them, “Is this your son? Was he born blind? If so, how can he now see?” 20 His parents replied, “We know this is our son and that he was born blind, 21 but we don’t know how he can see or who healed him. Ask him. He is old enough to speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who had announced that anyone saying Jesus was the Messiah would be expelled from the synagogue. 23 That’s why they said, “He is old enough. Ask him.” 24 So for the second time they called in the man who had been blind and told him, “God should get the glory for this, because we know this man Jesus is a sinner.” 25 “I don’t know whether he is a sinner,” the man replied. “But I know this (ESV: one thing I know): I was blind, and now I can see!”

The Pharisees kept asking questions the blind man couldn’t answer. But at the end of John 9, there’s one thing that he knows for certain:
· He knows that Jesus is who He claimed to be. He is the one who has come to save us from our sins.
· And as we follow this chapter to its end, we watch this formerly blind man become a disciple of Christ.
· He moves from knowing about Jesus to calling Him a prophet, to eventually worshiping Him as Lord, as Master. 
· He turned from darkness to the light of the world.
· There was much the blind man didn’t know, but by the end of the day in John 9, he knew what it meant to become a disciple of Jesus.

PAUSE
And as we ponder the ‘one thing’ in this text, I want us to consider what we can learn from the formerly blind man about being a disciple of Jesus in 2026.
· What did he come to know with certainty that we too can know with certainty about being a follower of Jesus?

There’s much we can glean from this text, but there are three observations I want to highlight and here’s the first…
I. If we choose to follow Christ (if we turn to Christ as our Savior and Lord), there will be change.
There will be drastic change in our lives.

After Jesus made mud and anointed the blind man’s eyes, ‘the Lord told him, to go and ‘wash in the Pool of Siloam’. So, the man went and washed, He heard the word of the Lord and he obeyed, and then he came home seeing. 
· And Jesus’ healing produced an immediate transformation: he was no longer the same guy.

PAUSE
Some scholars point out the baptismal overtones in this story.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Borchert, John 1–11, 315–316.] 

In his publication, Tell Me about the Ordinances, Arlo Newell wrote, “Water baptism testifies to the personal experience of the believer—being cleansed from and dying to sin. It represents how our sins are washed away through the blood of Christ…[and] demonstrates that we have died to sin and have been resurrected to new life in Christ.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://www.jesusisthesubject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/04Ordinances.pdf] 


Brother Newell was referencing the words of Paul in…
Romans 6:3-4 ESV Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

In baptism, we testify that we have died to the old sinful man/woman and have been raised to new life in Christ.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Albert J. Kempin, How to Live a Christian Life (James L. Fleming, 2005).] 

· We’re not just slapping John 3:16 on our Instagram bio while continuing to live the same life we’ve always lived.
· Rather, we are renouncing allegiance to ourselves, repenting of our sins, and declaring our loyalty to…Christ.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Blomberg, Matthew, 432.] 

· This is what is represented in baptism.

PAUSE
Church, it’s one of the greatest lies of Hell that we can be a devoted follower of Christ while continuing to live the same exact lifestyle that we used to live before coming to Christ.
· Horses facing different directions. It doesn’t work.
· This formerly blind man was different because a true experience of God’s grace brings transformation.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Weber, Matthew, 485.] 


It was Matt Chandler who said, “If we claim to be a follower of Christ and yet there is no noticeable and observable change and there doesn’t continue to be noticeable observable change, we need to stop calling ourselves followers of Christ because we are not.” 

PAUSE
Church, one of the defining characteristics of disciples of Jesus is a change of direction.
I mean, how silly would it be to read this story and hear John say, “But after encountering Christ and receiving his sight, the man went back and spent his days begging just like he had done every day before—he went back to the same old lifestyle,” would that not be ridiculous?
· No, there was a clean break. God’s grace brings transformation.

Patrick

The change in this blind man’s life was so drastic, that he literally was the talk of the town.
The neighbors were the first to observe the transformation in his life.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Borchert, John 1–11, 316.] 

· They couldn’t figure out what had happened, but they knew something had happened.

QUESTION: If we claim to follow Jesus, if we claim to be in Christ, has there been noticeable change? Are we allowing the HS to bring transformation from the inside out?
Instead of relying on human willpower, are we relying on the HS to renew our minds, help us break free from sinful habits, and bear godly fruit?
· Do others notice the change in us? Or the difference in us?
· Steve K.

A second observation I want to highlight from this text…
II. If we choose to follow Jesus, there will be opposition.
We can expect opposition.

This man illustrates the repercussions of coming to believe in Jesus.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Milne, The Message of John: Here Is Your King!: With Study Guide, 144.] 

· Sometimes our commitment to Christ is a rebuke to those around us and sometimes our loyalty to Jesus can bring out attitudes in others that we would prefer had been left hidden.

I mean, think about how crazy this event really is — when someone who has been blind their entire life miraculously receives their sight, you would expect people to get excited.
· You would expect people to be filled with awe and wonder and maybe even for revival to even break out and a boat load of people get healed and restored. 

But instead, this man’s healing brings suspicion and contempt, and church, I think we can make the case that his life became more difficult after he was healed, than it was before when he spent his days begging for help in blindness.
· From the moment of his healing, conflict just continued to grow in his life, and it all began when he associated with Jesus.

PAUSE
If we follow this story to its end, arguably the worst possible thing that could have happened to this man happens…
John 9:26-34 NLT “But what did he do?” they asked. “How did he heal you?” 27 “Look!” the man exclaimed. “I told you once. Didn’t you listen? Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?” 28 Then they cursed him and said, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses! 29 We know God spoke to Moses, but we don’t even know where this man comes from.” 30 “Why, that’s very strange!” the man replied. “He healed my eyes, and yet you don’t know where he comes from? 31 We know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, but he is ready to hear those who worship him and do his will. 32 Ever since the world began, no one has been able to open the eyes of someone born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he couldn’t have done it.” 34 “You were born a total sinner!” they answered. “Are you trying to teach us?” And they threw him out of the synagogue.

Or maybe your translation reads, he was excommunicated.
· This means he was publicly denounced, cursed in the presence of the people, and cut off from the community, his family and friends.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  William Barclay, The Gospel of John, vol. 2, The New Daily Study Bible (Louisville, KY: Edinburgh, 2001), 55.] 

· So, on the same day he received his sight, he had to walk away from everything he had known before.

PAUSE
Often in countries that are Islamic or Hindu, choosing to follow Jesus comes with excommunication.
· Those who become Christians are often considered dead to their families. 

I recently read a series of questions that missionaries ask new believers who are considering baptism in a certain country in South Asia. 
· This country is predominantly Hindu, and Christians are persecuted severely. So, these are the seven questions asked to help determine a new convert’s readiness to follow Christ:
1. Are you willing to leave home and lose the blessing of your family?
2. Are you willing to lose your job?
3. Are you willing to go to the village and those who persecute you, forgive them, and share the love of Christ with them?
4. Are you willing to give an offering to the Lord?
5. Are you willing to be beaten rather than deny your faith?
6. Are you willing to go to prison?
7. Are you willing to die for Jesus?

PAUSE
Church, the formerly blind man reminds us that if we choose to follow Jesus there will be opposition to our commitment to Christ.
· He was called a liar, a fraud, a fool and even evil all because of his association with Jesus. 

But when we consider Scripture, this is the expectation for Christians. Jesus said…
John 15:18 NLT If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first.
2 Timothy 3:12 NLT …everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.

But Jesus also said…
John 16:33 NLT I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.”

QUESTION: If we claim to follow Christ, are we experiencing any opposition?
· And that doesn’t mean we have to go looking for a fight but G. Campbell Morgan argued that if we claim to follow Christ as Lord and yet our lifestyle, speech, and moral stances cause no friction, it may imply that we are blending in too seamlessly with the surrounding world or failing to share the more challenging aspects of the Christian message.

One last observation…
III. If we choose to follow Christ, there is a call to share.
If we are in Christ, there’s a call to share with conviction about the change that has taken place in our lives because of Christ.

John’s gospel is all about this idea of witness, and when given the chance to do so, the blind man spoke with conviction about the difference Christ had made in his life. 
· There were a lot of things he didn’t know, but the one thing he did know with certainty, was that Christ made all the difference in his life, and he was bold enough to say so.

PAUSE
It’s interesting that in the second interrogation, the religious leaders just wanted this man to renounce Jesus. 
· They couldn’t deny that he had been blind and that now he could see. So, they changed their strategy. 
· Their statement, “Give glory to God” is basically equivalent to “C’mon, buddy. Tell the truth and stop talking about Jesus. Stop claiming that Jesus is Lord.”
· But the man knew only one thing: he was blind and now he could see.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Grant Osborne, Philip W. Comfort, Cornerstone Biblical Commentary, Vol 13: John and 1, 2, and 3 John (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2007), 147.] 


This guy was never going to be asked to give a guest lecture to a group of seminary students or write up a systematic theology or lead a preaching conference. 
· But even though his witness was “unsophisticated,” it was effective, and it brought pleasure to the heart of God.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Bruce Milne, The Message of John: Here Is Your King!: With Study Guide, The Bible Speaks Today (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1993), 144.] 


PAUSE
I enjoy reading apologetics and well-reasoned defenses of the gospel and the Scriptures. Because in our world today, as Peter said, I think we need to be as ready as possible to give the reason for the hope that we have.
· However, in the end we may simply have to testify—One thing I know. I was blind but now I see!

QUESTION: If we claim to follow Christ, are we testifying to what God has done in our lives? To whom could we share, “I was blind, but now I, see?”

PAUSE
The story expresses the division which the coming of Jesus produces (39). 
· To those who respond by coming to the light (3:20–21), casting themselves upon the mercy of Christ, his light shines and Jesus saves and renews. 
· But those are judged who refuse to come to the light, stubbornly clinging to the light that they claim is already in them. They go out into the darkness in which no light will ever shine.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Bruce Milne, The Message of John: Here Is Your King!: With Study Guide, The Bible Speaks Today (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1993), 144.] 
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