May they be one as we are one. --John 17:11

Seventh Sunday of Easter —May 17, 2026
10 a.m. Worship at Zion’s Lutheran Church

Welcome Friends and Guests: Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy
Spirit, Jesus comes to abide with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws
near, we are reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive
this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will
transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world.

Serving this Sunday:
Worship — Pastor Lisa Rygiel, Jo Moss & Coralie Lashbrook
Musicians — Connie Pallone & Sharon Sorenson
Ushers — Steve Hanson & Mark Moss
Communion — Carol Hanson & Jo Moss

ReconcilingWorks

LUTHERANS FOR FULL PARTICIPATION

Worship & Music: In boundless diversity, we all are made in God's image! If you are
visiting or new to our faith family, please sign our guest book and feel free to learn more
about us. Come back and worship each Sunday at 10 a.m.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers. We use both the cranberry Lutheran
Book of Worship and the purple All Creation Sings hymnals as indicated in the bulletin.

Communion: We celebrate open communion. This is Christ’s table, all are welcome. You
may come forward for the sacraments or cross your arms across your chest for a blessing.
Our bread is gluten free and both wine and white grape juice (center of communion tray)
are available.

Other: Restrooms are in the Fellowship Hall; our ushers can direct you.
Fellowship: Please join us after worship today in the Fellowship Hall for coffee and

conversation. All are welcome!

Zion’s Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) community.




~Gathering”™
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering of Prayers & Call to Worship
Easter people, Christ has completed the work of salvation, reconciling us to God so that we may know
eternal life. Through Christ, we are made one with God.

In life, death, and Resurrection, Christ guides us into eternal life with God here and now. Through Christ,
we are made one in God.

Through prayer and teaching, healing and serving, Christ draws us together as the people of God,
diverse members of the one body. Through Christ, we are made one with God and one another.

So, come, let us worship God who saves us into eternal life with God and one another! Thanks be to
God! Amen.

Gathering Hymn: #641 (cranberry hymnal) All are Welcome

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also, with you.

Kyrie
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you. And, also with you.

Almighty and eternal God, your Son our Savior is with you in eternal glory. Give us faith to see that, true
to his promise, he is among us still and will be with us to the end of time; who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

~Word~
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Acts 1:6-14

®When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when you will
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the
Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.
O'While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood
by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath
day’s journey away. * When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were
staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James
son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. * All these were constantly devoting
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his
brothers.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Responsive Reading: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
1lLet God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered;
let those who hate God flee.
2 As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away;
as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.

3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God;
let them also be merry and joyful.

4Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the clouds;
I Am is that name, rejoice before God!

>In your holy habitation, O God,
you are a father to orphans, defender of widows;

6you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom;
but the rebels shall live in desert places.

70 God, when you went forth be- fore your people,

when you marched through the wilderness,
8the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, the God of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.



?You sent a bountiful rain, O God;
you restored your inheritance when it languished.
0Your people found their home in it;
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.

32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord.
33You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens;
you send forth your voice, your mighty voice.

34 Ascribe power to God,
whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies.
3>How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel,
giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!

Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so
that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. **If you are reviled for the name
of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.

>® Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time.
7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. & Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring
lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. ° Resist him, steadfast in
your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of
suffering. ° And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. *! To him be the
power forever and ever. Amen.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: John 17:1-11
The holy gospel according to John chapter 14. Glory to you, O Lord.

L After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the

hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, ?since you have given him authority
over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 41 glorified you on earth by

finishing the work that you gave me to do. ®So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the
glory that | had in your presence before the world existed.

6] have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and
you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. ” Now they know that everything you have given
me is from you, &for the words that you gave to me | have given to them, and they have received them
and know in truth that | came from you, and they have believed that you sent me. °1 am asking on their
behalf; | am not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they
are yours. 2 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and | have been glorified in them.

1 And now | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to you. Holy Father,
protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon: Pastor Lisa Rygiel
Hymn of the Day: #659 (cranberry hymnal) Will You Let me be Your Servant

The Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy Spirit, inspire musicians, pastors,
lay leaders, and bishops to proclaim the gospel of Jesus. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather and much needed rain, nurture plants
and animals, protect us from natural and human-caused disasters, and guide us to care for all you have
made. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in political leaders, business leaders,
school officials, and all who care for others a desire for peace and equity. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and relationships. Soothe the anxious,
protect those who have lost loved ones, comfort those living with memory loss and their families, and
heal the sick, especially today we pray for...Merciful God, receive our prayer.



Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless those experiencing significant
transitions in life such as graduation, retirement, new employment, adoptions, or who are questioning,
and accompany us in our prayers during these times. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us by the steadfast faith of those who
have gone before, so that we may be confident in the assurances you give. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

Peace
The spirit-filled peace of Christ be with you always!
And also with you!

We invite you to exchange signs of peace using these traditional words that have been spoken by Easter
people throughout the centuries: Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

~Meal~
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering
An offering is gathered for missions of the church. You can give using check or cash (mail to 510 Pine
Street), or online at:

https://tithe.ly/give new/www/#/tithely/qive-one-time/1334741

Offertory: #367 (cranberry hymnal) Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds, vs. 4

Offering Prayer

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have
raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to
those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also, with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... and join their unending hymn:
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Thanksgiving at the Table

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.... With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s passover
from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and
stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
God'’s love is wide. God’s table is big. No one is excluded.
Taste and see that the Lord is Good.
Our bread is gluten free & both wine and white grape juice are available.
God comes to us in worship and song. God also comes to us in silence and stillness. Please use the time
before and after you commune for silent contemplation.
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Communion Prayer

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to
give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.
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~Sending~

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Announcements & Special Blessings

Benediction

Beloved, go now in the blessing of the Triune God to live as diverse members of the one body of Christ,
choosing unity over division, cooperation over conformity, and collaboration over exclusion as we work
together for the flourishing of all creation.

And may the Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.
Sending Hymn: #656 (cranberry hymnal) Blest Be the Tie that Binds

Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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~Announcements”™

+

Fellowship: Join us after worship today for coffee and conversation. All are welcome.

+

Wednesday Book Club: The Wednesday Book Club is focusing upon What if Jesus was Serious — A
Visual Guide to the Teachings of Jesus We Love to Ignore. It meets at 10:30 a.m. each Wednesday in
the Fellowship Hall. You can join at any time, so if you haven’t been able to attend before now, why
not consider doing so.

+ Newsletter Input Needed: The deadline for the June issue of the Zion’s newsletter Connections is
May 19. If you have something to share or a recipe to contribute, please let Jo Moss know.

+ Time of Prayer and Coffee: We are invited to join our siblings in Christ from the Methodist church
for a time of prayer and coffee at 10:30 a.m. each Thursday at Kangaroo Coffee -in the Marketplace
on Commercial Street.

+ 5-Loaves: An increase in requests for 5-Loaves meals that last Saturday of each month, means that
we are increasing, by two, the number of delivery routes. With 10 routes, instead of eight, we will
need additional volunteers to support meal deliveries. Prayerfully consider helping with future 5-
Loaves delivery assistance the last Saturday of each month, beginning Saturday, May 30.

+ God’s Work Our Hands: Terri Watson, our GWOH coordinator, is continuing to match people who
can support o members of Zion’s who need of assistance — rides, errands, etc. Talk to Terri for
details. Sign-up sheets also are in the Fellowship Hall.

+

Summer Hiatus: Both children’s choir practice and Friday yoga are on summer hiatus.

+

We're Here for You: For pastoral care, call Zion’s at 719-846-7785 or send an email:
zionsluth@gmail.com.

Save the Dates

+ Zion’s Camp Out: Mark your calendars! We have reserved the group camping area at Trinidad Lake
State Park May 31 (Sunday) through Wednesday June 3. Let Pr. Lisa know if you can help lead
activities or help coordinate this adventure.

4+ Pride Month - June 2026: Zion’s Lutheran will be kicking off Pride Month (June) with a Potluck and
Ice Cream Social on June 7.

4+ Summer Supper Gatherings: At 5:30 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each summer month, we will
gather in the Fellowship Hall for food and fun. The dates are June 10, July 8, Aug. 12, and Sept. 9.
There is a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall for food and activities. If you have questions or want
to head up an activity, please let Julie Wersal or Jo Moss know.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast stream the music in this
service obtained from One License with license #A-732264.

RIC Liturgy: ReconcilingWorks RIC © Copyright 2025 ReconcilingWorks: Lutherans for Full Participation. All Rights Reserved. Used with
permission.

Call to Worship and Benediction (adapted) by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, October 2025 at
https.//www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/stories-that-matter/week-5-sixth-sunday-of-easter-year-a/week-5-sixth-sunday-of-
easter-year-a-liturgical-resources.
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