How to be a Great Child
Sermon Discussion Questions
Ice Breakers
1. When you were a child, what was something you thought made a person “great” or impressive? 
2. What is one thing children often do better than adults?

Read Matthew 18:1-14 as a group.  Then answer the following questions:
3. In Matthew 18:1–4, why do you think Jesus responds to the disciples’ question about greatness by placing a child in front of them? 
4. Jesus warns against despising “one of these little ones.” Who are the kinds of “little ones” people are tempted to overlook today? 
5. In Matthew 18:12–14, what does the image of the shepherd searching for one lost sheep teach us about the heart of God? 
6. The sermon said, “The desire for greatness isn’t the problem. The problem is that we don’t understand what greatness actually is.” How does Jesus redefine greatness? 
7. The sermon contrasted “Nebuchadnezzar greatness” with “Jesus-style greatness.” What are the signs that someone is pursuing the world’s version of greatness? 
8. The sermon said that only people who know they have been welcomed by mercy can turn around and welcome the little ones. Why does receiving grace make us more able to show grace? 

Break into groups of 2-3.  Answer the following questions and then pray for each other.
9. Where are you most tempted to measure your worth by achievement, recognition, usefulness, or status? 
10. Who is one “little one” God may be calling you to notice, welcome, protect, or move toward this week?

