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[bookmark: 16][bookmark: 17][bookmark: 18][bookmark: 19][bookmark: 20][bookmark: 21][bookmark: 22][bookmark: 23][bookmark: 24][bookmark: 25][bookmark: 26][bookmark: 27][bookmark: 28][bookmark: 29][bookmark: 30]Mark 9:14-29 When they returned to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them, and scribes arguing with them. 15As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were filled with awe and ran to greet Him. 16“What are you disputing with them?” He asked. 17Someone in the crowd replied, “Teacher, I brought You my son, who has a spirit that makes him mute. 18Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth, and becomes rigid. I asked Your disciples to drive it out, but they were unable.” 19“O unbelieving generation!” Jesus replied. “How long must I remain with you? How long must I put up with you? Bring the boy to Me.” 20So they brought him, and seeing Jesus, the spirit immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. 21Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has this been with him?” “From childhood,” he said. 22“It often throws him into the fire or into the water, trying to kill him. But if You can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” 23“If You can?” echoed Jesus. “All things are possible to him who believes!” 24Immediately the boy’s father cried out, “I do believe; help my unbelief!” 25When Jesus saw that a crowd had come running, He rebuked the unclean spirit. “You deaf and mute spirit,” He said, “I command you to come out and never enter him again.” 26After shrieking and convulsing him violently, the spirit came out. The boy became like a corpse, so that many said, “He is dead.” 27But Jesus took him by the hand and helped him to his feet, and he stood up. 28After Jesus had gone into the house, His disciples asked Him privately, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?” 29Jesus answered, “This kind cannot come out, except by prayer.” 
[bookmark: ]Matthew 17:14–21 14When they came to the crowd, a man came up to Jesus and knelt before Him. 15“Lord, have mercy on my son,” he said. “He has seizures and is suffering terribly. He often falls into the fire or into the water. 16I brought him to Your disciples, but they could not heal him.” 17“O unbelieving and perverse generation!” Jesus replied. “How long must I remain with you? How long must I put up with you? Bring the boy here to Me.” 18Then Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed from that moment. 19Afterward the disciples came to Jesus privately and asked, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?” 20“Because you have so little faith,” He answered. “For truly I tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” 21But this kind does not come out except by prayer and fasting.
Introduction: Some miracles in the Gospels reveal the power of Jesus. Some reveal the compassion of Jesus. But this miracle reveals something deeper — the process of faith inside a struggling believer.
This father is not rebellious.
He’s not resistant.
He’s desperate — and desperation has a way of exposing what we believe and what we don’t.

This miracle is not only about a boy being delivered.
It’s about a father being discipled.
It’s about faith being purified.
It’s about unbelief being confronted.
It’s about Jesus showing us that faith doesn’t have to be monumental to be powerful — it just has to be surrendered.

I. THE GOD PART — WHAT ONLY JESUS COULD DO
1. Jesus Confronts the Chaos
A. When Jesus arrives, the scene is disorder:
1) the disciples and scribes are arguing (strife)
2) the crowd is stirred
3) the boy is tormented
4) the father is desperate
B. But Jesus steps into the chaos with authority.
C. Wherever the Prince of Peace shows up, chaos ceases.
D. Peace is one of the nine fruits of the Spirit that is resident on the inside of every believer.
E. Isaiah 26:3 “I will keep him in PERFECT peace whose mind is stayed on me…”
2. Jesus Reveals the Real Issue: Unbelief
A. The father says, “If You can do anything…”
B. Jesus answers, “If you can believe…”
C. The issue was never Jesus’ ability.
D. The issue was the father’s confidence in that ability.
E. Jesus is NOT shaming him — He is inviting him to a greater faith.
3. Jesus Delivers the Boy Completely
A. With one command, the unclean spirit leaves.
B. The boy collapses.
C. The crowd thinks he’s dead.
D. But Jesus takes him by the hand and lifts him up.

II. THE MAN PART — WHAT THE FATHER HAD TO DO
1. He Had to Bring His Son to Jesus
A. Even when the disciples failed…
B. Even when the situation seemed now hopeless…
C. Even when the boy convulsed violently…
D. He still brought him to Jesus.
E. Faith is not the absence of struggle —
F. Faith is movement toward Jesus in the middle of struggle.
2. He Had to Admit His Weakness
A. “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief.”
B. This is one of the most honest prayers in Scripture.
C. Faith is strengthened not by pretending you have faith that you do not have, but by bringing the faith you do have to Jesus and allowing Him to do a work in you.
3. He Had to Release Control
A. The father had to trust Jesus with his boy.
B. Faith always requires surrender.

III. HOW JESUS MADE HIS FAITH PERSONAL
1. Jesus Draws the Father into Partnership
A. “If you can believe…”
B. Jesus ministers to the man before He ministers to the boy.
C. Jesus is saying:
1) I’m not doing this without you. 
2) He is pulling all the faith that the man has out of him and encouraging his faith.
3) Your faith matters.
D. Most Christians instead of using their faith and their authority to command victory, they pray to God and ask Him to do something about it and then just leave it all up to Him which is NOT what Jesus demonstrates, teaches here, or has commanded us to do. 
2. Jesus Turns the Father’s Cry into a Confession
A. The father’s cry becomes the doorway to the miracle.
B. Jesus meets the father where he is and He takes the man’s faith and turns it into a testimony.

IV. FAITH DYNAMICS — WHAT THIS MIRACLE TEACHES US ABOUT FAITH
1. Faith and Unbelief 
A. You can have faith in your heart and thoughts of fear in your head.
B. The father had both — and Jesus worked with both.
C. God is not intimidated by your weakness.
2. Faith Must Be Honest Before It Can Be Strong
A. Breakthrough begins where pretending ends.
B. The man gave Jesus the faith that he had while acknowledging that his faith was not perfect.
C. Jesus did NOT pat him on the head and tell him that ok.
D. No Jesus encourages his faith and then adds His faith to the man’s faith.
E. James 5:14-15 Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15And the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick. The Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.
3. Faith Is Strengthened Through Intimacy
A. “This kind does not come out except by prayer and fasting.”
B. Prayer and fasting do not earn power — they align us with the One who has all power.
4. Faith Speaks Even When It Shakes
A. The father’s voice cracked, but he still spoke.
B. Sometimes the most powerful faith is the faith that trembles but still declares.

V. APPLICATION — HOW WE LIVE THIS MIRACLE TODAY
1. Bring Your Situation to Jesus Again
A. Even if it didn’t change last time.
B. Even if it got worse.
C. Even if others failed you.
D. Bring it again.
2. Be Honest with God About Where You Are
A. Tell Him:
1) “Lord, I believe — but I’m struggling.”
2) “Lord, I trust You — but I’m tired.”
3) “Lord, I know You can — but I need help.”
B. Honesty is not unbelief.
C. Honesty is humility — and humility attracts grace.
D. This is an invitation to come to Jesus with the faith you have and allow Him to help develop your faith. (Author and Finisher of our faith – Hebrews 12:2)
3. Strengthen Your Faith Through Prayer and Fasting
A. Not as a formula.
B. But as a way of drawing near to the One who strengthens your inner man.
C. Tune out every other voice and spend time in His Word and His Presence.
4. Expect Jesus to Lift You Up
A. Just as He lifted the boy,
B. Jesus will lift your situation,
C. your faith,
D. your family,
E. your future.
