Pastor’s Message	      “The Miracles Keep Coming”
Our reading from the book of Daniel today is such an awesome sight as we imagine it in our minds.  The Prophet Daniel was blessed with a holy vision of heaven itself in this amazing dream.
In our offertory hymn, we sing about standing on “holy ground”, but Daniel’s vision in our reading today was not on “holy ground”, but of “holy heaven”! We must admit that Daniel had an amazing life due to his great and unshakable faith in God.
Daniel had the prophetic dream from our reading today after he spent the night in the lion’s den yet was spared by God because, as Daniel said to King Darius the next morning, “My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight.” 
Because Daniel refused to pray to and worship King Darius, God placed His favor and protection around Daniel and kept the hungry lions from devouring him. His great faith brought him miraculous rewards. Hopefully Daniel and the Lion’s Den will be in our lectionary readings soon so we can delve into this account more fully, because it is a beautiful account of what faith can do.
Getting back to today’s account from Daniel, the imagery of the “Ancient One” (whom we can rightly presume to be God the Father) sitting on His throne is one of awe and amazement. The beginning of our reading today is part-way through Daniel’s vision, right after he tells of four incredible beasts he saw in heaven. One like a lion, the next like a bear, the third like a leopard and the fourth he described as terrifying and powerful, with iron teeth and ten horns (which sounds like nightmare fuel to me! What’s that doing in heaven?)
As it turns out, they were being presented before the “Ancient One” for their final judgment. (Spoiler alert: it doesn’t go well for them.)
Anyways, right after the beasts were gathered, it sounds like they were arranging furniture and putting the thrones in place in preparation for the court of heaven and God the Father. (And does God have a throne from what we hear about it!) I would hope that God’s throne is only on fire when his wrath is about to be poured out upon the wicked, because that’s one hot seat!
Then the rest of the court was seated upon what I suppose are the other thrones placed in the room of judgment and books were opened and reviewed, testimony was given and sentencing was carried out. 
After all of this, “the son of man” appeared with the clouds of heaven. (Yes, this is Jesus’ entry into heaven.) He was led to the “Ancient One” and given authority,glory and sovereign power. All nations and peoples of every language worshiped him and his domain will last forever. His kingdom will also never be destroyed. (Go team Jesus!)
With hearing about Jesus’ entry into heaven, let’s also review Jesus’ exit from earth… Before his miraculous exit, Jesus opened the disciples’ minds so they could understand all that was written in the Law of Moses, the Prophets (like Daniel) and the Psalms (like Psalm 22 which we read on Good Friday).
The fishermen, the tax man, the zealot, ALL of the remaining disciples finally understood what Jesus had been telling them all along! That’s another miracle…
He then told them to stay in Jerusalem until God the Father gave them power from on high (which arrived on Pentecost). Then, he led them out to the outskirts of Bethany, gave them one final blessing, and during that final blessing, was taken up into heaven.
Ahhh… the miracles keep coming! What an amazing sight to behold. The Ascension of Jesus. Beholding his entry into heaven as recorded by the Prophet Daniel. What a beautiful sight. Thanks be to God that it has been recorded for us to be witness to as well.
In a moment, we will be watching a Miracle Sunday video of my friend, Rev.Tishinen Mypoyo as she shares with us her story of being blessed by being the recipient of scholarships for her theological education.  I’m not sure, but I would guess that this scholarship fundraiser for pastors in Africa, Europe and the Philippines was named “Miracle Sunday” because they were sure that when our congregations were notified of such a great need for the education of United Methodist clergy around the globe, we would be moved to help in whatever way we can. 
Two weeks ago, we heard of a matching funds offering from Revs. Park and Anna Lisa Hunter to give $100 for every $1,000 contributed by our Wisconsin United Methodist churches (up to $3,000). Not to sound mean, but to encourage your generosity, I ask that you give what you can so the Hunters have to pay that full $3,000!
Now, let’s watch the video and prepare our checks and cash for this special offering…

