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INTRODUCTION

In today’s readings, the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that the
Spirit will empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples were told to not
gaze up into heaven to look for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence among us as we proclaim
the word and share the Easter feast. We too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and
invigorate our mission.

SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Choir Director:
Christian Yoder; Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Asst/Lector: Greg Newton; Livestream: Marilyn
Shealy, Melissa Graham; Greeter: Linda Batey; Ushers: JoAnn Ball, Dan Snoddy,; Time with
Children: Jane Unger; Acolyte: Melody; Tray Server: Chris Snoddy

WELCOME (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES)

Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people.
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell,
and Fort Ancient cultures.

PRELUDE "Jesu, Priceless Treasure" J. S. Bach. CLC Choir



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God, who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

You are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named).
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil, and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG Oh, Love, How Deep (ELW 322)
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1 Oh, love, how deep, how broad, how high, be - yond all
2 God sent no an - gel to  our race, of high - er
3 For wus bap - tized, for us he bore his ho - ly
4 For wus he prayed; for us he taught;  for us his
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God, should take our mor - tal form for mor-tals’ sake!
hu - man frame, in Christ our Lord to this world came.
sharp he knew; for us the tempt - er o - ver - threw.
ac - tions thus still  seek - ing not him - self, but us.

5 For us by wickedness betrayed, 6 For us he rose from death again;
for us, in crown of thorns arrayed, for us he went on high to reign;
he bore the shameful cross and death; for us he sent his Spirit here
for us he gave his dying breath. to guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.

7 All glory to our Lord and God
for love so deep, so high, so broad:
the Trinity whom we adore
forever and forevermore.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence intercedes for
us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring everything into your
glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE




FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11

A reading from Acts.

[Luke writes:] " In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and teach
“until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit
to the apostles whom he had chosen. ® After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by
many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom
of God. “ While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait there for
the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; ° for John baptized
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

°So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will
restore the kingdom to Israel?” ' He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that
the Father has set by his own authority. ® But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” ? When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud
took him out of their sight. ' While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven,
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. ** They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 47
' Clap your hands, all you peoples;
shout to God with a joyful sound.
’ For the Lorp Most High is to be feared:
a great king over all the earth,
*who subdues the peoples under us,
and the nations under our feet;
“who chooses our inheritance for us,
the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.
°God has gone up with a shout,
the Lorp with the sound of the ram’s horn.
°Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our king, sing praises.
" For God is king of all the earth;
sing praises with a song.
“ God reigns over the nations;
God is enthroned on high.
°The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham.
The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is highly exalted.



SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23

A reading from Ephesians.

1 have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason '°| do not cease to give thanks for you as | remember you in my prayers, '’ that the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as
you come to know him, " so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may perceive
what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance
among the saints, '’ and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe,
according to the working of his great power. *’ God put this power to work in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, ** far above all
rule and authority and power and dominion and above every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in the age to come. ” And he has put all things under his feet and has made
him the head over all things for the church, ** which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all
in all.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

““[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that | spoke to you while
| was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and
the psalms must be fulfilled.”* Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, “° and
he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on
the third day “’ and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “* You are witnesses of these things. “° And see, | am sending
upon you what my Father promised, so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with
power from on high.”

*Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. > While
he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. °* And they
worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, * and they were continually in the
temple blessing God.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

O God, Our Help in Ages Past (ELW 632)
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1 O God,our help in a-ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un-der the shad-ow of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be -fore the hills in or-der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like an eve-ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense 1is sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end - less years the same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris - ing sun.

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
bears all our years away;
they fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the op’ning day.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Music: ST. ANNE, William Croft, 1678-1727

CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

6 O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last
and our eternal home.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Heavenly Father, we ask that you work through human events to show your presence and
strength and work through each of us as we seek to respond to your call to serve.

Let us walk In the light of the Lord

Almighty God, shine in our lives as you do in the universe, maintaining life, order, and balance.
Mend us as needed, bend us as necessary, that we may be your new creation, in body, mind,
and spirit.

Let us walk In the light of the Lord

Holy Spirit, be with us and encourage us so that we may be filled with enthusiasm for God's
work and be his agents in the world. We pray that your glory may fill your church and give to
your people everywhere the energy to shine wherever there is darkness, disunity, persecution,
or despair.

Let us walk In the light of the Lord

Lord Jesus Christ, when we do not know what to do, when we are overwhelmed, when we find
ourselves weary, tired out by a load of care, a heap of responsibility. Lord, fill us with your spirit
- refresh us and make us new. Give us the wisdom to listen, to marvel, and to renew our
commitment to follow you all the days of our lives.

Let us walk In the light of the Lord

We pray for all who have needs that are beyond our power to fix. We pray now, either aloud or
in our hearts, for those who need your help... Grant to them health and wholeness, peace and
joy, strength and hope.

Let us walk In the light of the Lord

Give us all, O Lord, a greater love of your holiness, a greater delight in your mystery, and a
greater joy in seeking your presence. Light of the world, shine upon us. Amen.

PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give
There you will also find instructions on how to text to give or download our church app!

Today you are invited to bring your offering, your pledge card, and your time and talents
forms to the table at the front of the church as a symbol of your committment.


https://www.clcathens.org/give

"Let There Be Peace On Earth" CLC Choir & Congregation

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.
With God our Creator, we are family.
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now;

With every step | take, may this be my solemn vow:

To take each moment and live each moment with peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.
And let it begin with me.

OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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Let the vine-yards  be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.



DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord. Thanks be to God.



COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

T bless you now and forever.

Amen.




SENDING SONG

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (ELW 631)
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pure, un - bound - ed love thou art; vis - it us with
Al - pha and O - me - ga be; end of faith, as
serve thee as thy  hosts a - bove, pray, and praise thee
till in heav’n we  take our place, till we cast our
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thy sal - va - tion, en - ter ev - ’ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out ceas - ing, glo - ry in thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost n won - der, love, and praise!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707—1788
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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