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THE FIRST ANTIPHON
Shout with joy to God, all the earth; sing to His Name, give glory to His
praises.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.
Say to God: How awesome are Thy works; let all the earth worship Thee,
and sing to Thee. Glory... Both now...
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THE SECOND ANTIPHON
May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and may He cause His face to
shine upon us, and have mercy upon us.
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee.
Alleluia.
That Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy salvation among all nations;
let the people give thanks to Thee, O God, let all the people give thanks to
Thee.
May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear Him.
Glory... Both now... O, only begotten Son and Word of God...
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THE THIRD ANTIPHON
Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered, and let those who hate Him
flee from before His face.
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death; and upon those
in the tombs, bestowing life!
As smoke vanisheth, so let them vanish; as wax melteth before the fire.
So let sinners perish at the presence of God, and let the righteous be glad.
This is the day which the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be glad therein.
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THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF PASCHA
In the gathering places bless ye God the Lord, from the springs of Israel.

Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee:
Alleluia.
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RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and
the Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in
ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the dead by His
glorious Resurrection.
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TROPARION OF TRANSFIGURATION — TONE SEVEN
When Thou was Transfigured on the mountain top, O Christ our God. Thou
didst reveal thy glory to thy disciples as they could bear it. Enlighten us poor
sinners as well with thine everlasting light through the intercessions of the
Theotokos, O Thou Giver of light, glory to Thee.
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KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT
Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou
destroy the power of Hades, and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling
to the myrrh-bearing women, Rejoice, and giving peace unto Thine Apostles,
O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen.
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THE EPISTLE
Thou, O Lord, shalt keep us and preserve us.
Save me, O Lord, for the godly man is no more.
The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (16:16-34)
In those days, while we the apostles were going to the place of prayer, we
were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination, who brought her
masters much gain by soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, and cried out
saying: “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us
the way of salvation.” And she did this for many days. But Paul was




annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit: “I charge you in the Name of
Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. But when
her masters saw that the hope of their gain was gone, they seized Paul and
Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the rulers; and when they
had brought them to the magistrates, they said: “These men are disturbing
our city, and they, being Jews, are setting forth customs which are not lawful
for us to receive or observe, since we are Romans.” The multitude then rose
up together against them, and the magistrates tore their garments off them,
and commanded to beat them with rods. And when they had inflicted many
stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailer to keep
them safely. Having received such a charge, he cast them into the inner
prison, and fastened their feet in the stocks. But about midnight Paul and
Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them, and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the
foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were
opened and every one’s fetters were unfastened. And the jailer, being roused
out of sleep and seeing the prison doors open, drew his sword and was about
to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried out
with a loud voice saying: “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” And
he called for lights and rushed in, and fell down before Paul and Silas
trembling with fear, and brought them out and said: “Masters, what must I
do to be saved?” And they said: “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you
will be saved, you and your household.” And they spoke the word of the
Lord to him, and to all who were in his house. And he took them the same
hour of the night, and washed their stripes, and was baptized, he and his
entire household. Then he brought them up into his house, and set food
before them, and rejoiced greatly, with his entire house, in that he had
believed in God.
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THE GOSPEL (For Sunday of the Blind Man)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (9:1-38)

At that time, when Jesus was passing, he saw a man blind from his birth.
And His disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents,
that he was born blind?”” Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or
his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him. I must
work the works of Him who sent Me, while it is day; night comes, when no




one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” As
he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed
the man’s eyes with the clay, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam,” which means “Sent.” So he went and washed and came back
seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar, said,
“Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?”” Some said, “It is he;” others
said, “No, but he is like him.” He said, “I am the man.” They said to him,
“Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus
made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’;
so I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is
he?” He said, “T do not know.” They brought to the Pharisees the man who
had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the
clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had
received his sight. And he said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I
washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God,
for He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is
a sinner do such signs?”” There was a division among them. So they again
said to the blind man, “What do you say about Him, since He has opened
your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had
been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man
who had received his sight, and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say
was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We
know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees
we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of
age, he will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they feared the
Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess him to
be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore, his parents said,
“He 1s of age, ask him.” So for the second time they called the man who had
been blind, and said to him, “Give God the praise; we know that this man is
a sinner.” He answered, “Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I
know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did He
do to you? How did He open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told
you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do
you too want to become His disciples?”” And they reviled him, saying, “You



are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where He comes
from.” The man answered, “Why, this is a marvel! You do not know where
He comes from, and yet He opened my eyes. We know that God does not
listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, God
listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone
opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, He
could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and
would you teach us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast
him out, and having found him He said, “Do you believe in the Son of
God?” He answered, “And who is He, Sir, that [ may believe in Him?” Jesus
said to him, “You have seen Him, and it is He who speaks to you.” He said,
“Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped Him.
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MEGALYNARION FOR PASCHA IN TONE ONE

The Angel cried unto her that is full of grace: O pure Virgin, rejoice, and
again I say, rejoice; for thy Son hath arisen from the grave on the third day.

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord hath arisen upon
thee; dance now and be glad, O Zion, and do thou exult, O pure Theotokos,
in the arising of Him Whom thou didst bear.
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KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) OF PASCHA IN TONE
EIGHT
Receive ye the body of Christ; taste ye the Fountain of immortality.

Gl callly zraadll (A glial) daxi ) & oS 50
NgBsd Eisad ¥ G Eauilly c)gdh mansall 32
TRISAGION PRAYER
3-9 Day Memorial Service in memory of Zahie Nijmeh, offered by her

children; Deanna, Jack, William, Joanne Nijmeh and their families. Memory
Eternal!

HOLY BREAD OF OBLATION
OFFERED BY: Fr. Samer, the Clergy and the parishioners for the good of
the parish council members, the building committee and the Ladies
Auxiliary and their families. Many Years!

OFEFERED BY: Fr. Samer, the Clergy and the parishioners for the good
health of the Sunday school teachers; Alia Nystrom, Caitlin Timothy, Randa
Hanani, Dimitry Youssef, Heather Simonovich, Samuel Hage, Hussam
Ibrahim, Jocelyne Mikhael Otell and their families. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Najah Louis and her family for the good health of her
beloved husband Joseph Louis on the occasion of his birthday (May 11), and
the good health of the Louis family. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Suzan and Hadi Barghash for the good health of their
grandson Bruce on the occasion of his 2™ birthday (May 14), and the good
health of the Barghash family. Many Years!




OFEERED BY: Roula B Haddad on the occasion of her birthday (May
17). For the good health of all her brothers and sisters and their families.
Many Years!

OFEERED BY: Hanna and Suad Eideh for the good health of their daughter
Sana on the occasion of her birthday (May 17) and the good health of their
daughter Lena Khoury and her family. Many Years!

OFFERED BY: Carol Sara and her husband Charlie Kawwas and their
family, in memory of Carol’s beloved father, Elian Sara (Four years
memorial). Memory Eternal!

OFEERED BY: Ibtisam, Samer, Laila and Pierre Kreitem in memory of
beloved husband and father Issam Kreitem (10 years memorial, May 13).
Memory Eternal!

COFFEE HOUR
Offered By: Sunday School Teachers and Parents
Offered By the Nijmeh Family in memory of Zahie Nijmeh

(To host the Coffee Hour, please contact Wardeh Asfour @408-718-3339
office@orthodoxredeemer.org
Online Link: https://holytransfiguration.breezechms.com/form/26¢422

Services Schedule Every Week
Matins @ 9:00 AM
Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 AM
Vespers: Every Saturday @ 5:00 PM
(Please check your email in case of any cancellations for Vespers)
Feast of the Ascension (2swall 1l 1Y) suladll), Divine Liturgy Service
On Thursday May 21st @ 10:00 AM
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Honoring The Graduates of 2026
We offer thanks to God for giving our parish such educated members who
graduated from different levels of schooling. The Church is so proud of you
and your children. We pray that Christ our God gives them a bright future
with faithfulness to His teachings. Please send us your children's name and
which school and degree they are graduating this year to put in the bulletin
and honor them on a special Sunday.

- Mona Batmani: Graduated with honors from Chicago-Kent College
of Law with a Juris Doctor degree.

- Taleen Ammari: Graduating from Presentation High School and will
be attending Santa Clara University.

- Angelena Hanani: Graduating from Arch Bishop Mitty High School
and will be attending Santa Clara University.

- Christina Labban: Graduating from Saratoga High School and will
be attending NYU.

- Lukas Anthony Srouji: Graduating from Mount Carmel High School
in San Diego and will be attending San Jose State University.

- Ashley Jean Srouji: Graduating from Foothill High School in
Pleasanton and will be attending CalPoly.

- Maya Otell: Graduating 8" grade from Bret Harte Middle School and
will be attending Leland High School.

- Angelina Labban: Graduating from Redwood Middle School and will
be going to Saratoga High School.

PARISH COUNCIL 2026
The Parish Council members’ of 2026. Chair President; Bassam Khoury,
Vice-Chair; Linda Salah, Treasurer; Henry Veizades, Secretary; Rima
Gannage, Maher Fasheh, Sana Eideh, Johnny Khamis, Jake Timothy,
Edmund Khinno and Sal Hanhan. Roula Haddad will represent the
Antiochian Women Committee and Salem Aweiss will represent the Men
Fellowship Committee.




ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN 2025
The Antiochian Women Committee Leaders of 2026. Roula Haddad
(Chairwoman), Dania Amireh (Vice- Chairwoman), Ibtisam Kreitem
(Secretary/ Communication), Wardeh Asfour (Kitchen/Coffee Hour), Rima
Gannage (Bookkeeping), Diana Khoury (Myrrh Barrier), and Hala Aboujudom
(Sunshine).

CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER YOUNG ADULTS
Young adults (college age and up to 39-1/2) meet on the first Sunday of the
month and organize social, educational, and volunteer activities. For more
information, please contact Dimitry Youssef (President of the Young Adults
in the Diocese of Los Angles and the West) @ (408)364-5670, or
Fr.Theodor Sakellar @ 408-455-8145

SOYO (YOUTH GROUP 12-18 YEARYS)
Our SOYO (Youth Group) is active through the leadership of the Advisors:
Dominic Youssef and Caesar Haddad. The officers are: President; Riad
Akery, Secretary; Mila Haddad, Treasurer; Gabreilla Ajlouni, Social Media
Coordinator; Adriana Ajlouni.
Thank you to Dominic Youssef for organizing the SOYO Retreat and to
all the attendees and to the parents for their help.

Summer Spiritual Reading Program
A Sunday School - Bookstore Partnership

Calling all students! Our parish is hosting a spiritual reading challenge
that will run June - July. Students are invited to select a story from the
lives of the saints and complete a small reflection (artwork, essay,
poster or other). Reflections will be displayed at our Summer Family
Night (date to be announced) and all participants will receive a $10
gift card to our bookstore; teens will receive $15. A great opportunity
to read as a family!

Stay tuned for the recommended book lists by age and exciting new
additions to the bookstore!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL GRADUATION May 17, 2026

Sunday May 17, we are celebrating Sunday School Graduation immediately
after Divine Liturgy. An Achievement Certificate will be given to all the
Participants with a gift. Please make sure the students are present on this

Special Day.

CONGRATULATIONS!

%
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TE CHERS

DIRECTORS, & COORDINATORS!

The Sunday school teachers and staff are:

Fr. Samer: Spiritual Adviser

Alia Nystrom: Superintendent

Kindergarten: Caitlin Timothy

Grades 1 — 2: Randa Hanani, Jocelyne Mikhael
Grades 3 — 4: Dimitry Youssef

Grades 5 — 6: Heather Simonovich

Grades 7 — 12: Samuel Hage, Hussam Ibrahim



SUNDAY SCHOOL GRADUATES LIST 2025-2026

Pre k- 2nd Grade |3 -6 Grade 7 —12 Grade
Luka Hage Geneva Ajlouni Mila Haddad
Eli Hanani Julia Wiser Theodore Nystrom
Vera Nystrom Anna Timothy Rayan Akkary
Christian Akkary Tatiana Hanani Riad Akkary
Jaden Mackoul Emma Leopold Adriana Ajlouni
Julia Mackoul Lucy Leopold Fadi Kassis
James Timothy Isabelle Timothy Maya Otell
Farid Dabit Leila Swanson Eva Otell
Celine Dabit Joseph Wiser
Anna Leoplod Marc Haddad
Landen Sakellar John Cook
Kaliyah Sakellar Sofia Tanasa

Gabriella Ajlouni

Sofia Otell

Book Club
~ﬁ‘ ‘

If you enjoy reading and are interested to join the ladies’ Book Club, please
see Roula B Haddad to purchase the book.

Discussion will be on Saturday June 13, 2026, 2:00 PM- 5:00 PM, along
with knitting and crocheting workshop, and a light dinner.

June 13 is open to all ladies, but only the ones that read the book will discuss
what’s read so far of the book.

Workshop finished goods will be donated to nearby shelters.




Bible Bowl Preparation Season is Open!
If you are interested in participating in this year's Bible Bowl, please join
the group in the Church App or message Alia Nystrom about joining the
WhatsApp interest group. We will meet via Zoom one night a week to
read the book of Exodus and prepare for the Bible Bowl.

If you would just like to read with us or if you are not sure whether you
will join the official team, still register your interest!

Open to everyone ages 10 and up.

UPCOMING EVNTS AT THE CHURCH
Please save the date
- May 21: Divine Liturgy Service for the Feast of the Ascension @
100:AM
- June 13: Book Club, Saturday May 23" @ 2:00 PM — 5:00 PM
- July 1-5: 2026 Parish Life Conference, PLC in San Diego
- July 23-27: Camp Three Holy Youths, July 23rd — July 27th
@Daybreak Camp, Ben Lomond. https://campthy.com/camper-registration/
- Food Festival Sept 12 & 13: Our Annual Food Festival will be on
September 12" & 13"

e
Do You Want to
Be a Priest?

A VOCATIONS RETREAT WITH THE
ANTIOCHIAN ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

August 20-23, 2026

Antiochian Village Conference and Retreat Center
£
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Guidance on Reading
By His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

Many people do not properly understand what they read. Reading has its own principles
and disciplines, and unless the reader observes them, he may lose his way in
understanding the text before him.

One of the simplest of these principles is to read calmly and attentively. Hasty
reading leaves little room for proper comprehension, for grasping the content,
reflecting upon it, analyzing it, and arriving at the understanding intended by the author.

Likewise, neglecting punctuation marks—such as periods, commas, quotation marks,
and the like—and failing to pause where necessary can lead the reader to conclusions
never intended by the writer. Meanings become confused and intermixed. Such
reading often produces mistaken results and may even end up contradicting what the
author actually wished to say. Consequently, the reader burdens the text with
meanings it does not contain and attributes to the writer thoughts that never crossed his
mind—sometimes even the exact opposite of his point of view.

Avoid reading from a preconceived position, as when you prepare yourself to attack
what you assume to be the author’s stance because it differs from your own. In such a
case, you read merely to argue and dispute, without paying attention to what the text
itself is saying. You project onto it your own prior ideas and convictions, understanding
the text according to your own preferences, or in a partial or distorted manner. This
kind of reading is deeply flawed because it prevents you from seeking the truth.

Your prior attitude toward the author also plays a negative and often unconscious role
in your understanding of the text. You reject or classify it beforehand simply because
it comes from a certain person whom you dislike, disagree with, or oppose.

Such an attitude cuts you off from truly understanding the other person as he presents
and defines himself. You remain enclosed within your own fortress, hurling accusations
at those whom you reject personally or reject because of their ideas and positions. In this
way, you harden within your intellectual shell, die in your isolation, and contribute
nothing positive to society.

Sound reading is based on trying to understand the text as it truly is, without
imposing upon it what you merely imagine to be there—when in reality those
assumptions reside within yourself, whether because of bias, intention, or closed-



mindedness. Once you understand the author’s perspective, you are then free to
critique, reject, discuss, respond to, or debate it.

A story is not read in the same way as poetry. Likewise, a scientific book is not read
in the same manner as a religious one. Every field has its own literary style and
terminology, whose meanings differ from one discipline to another. It is both useful
and necessary to know the characteristics of different literary forms, and this is
acquired through the practice of reading itself. The reading of any text—and especially
a religious text—also requires a purified intellectual approach; that is, you approach
reading with a spirit that seeks truth, not with a spirit of criticism and attack. You first
read in order to understand what the text wishes to say, and only afterward may you
evaluate it intellectually according to your own position and the ideology you
embrace.

Do not focus only on certain paragraphs while neglecting others. Read the entire text,
and mark the sentences that draw your attention so that you may preserve or
remember them. Selective reading of any text leads to false and distorted
understandings.

Reading is a purifying act, because it obliges you to listen to what you read or hear, to
become acquainted with the views of others, and to enter their world.

Reading helps you accept the other as he is and enter an understanding of him, even
though you are not required to adopt his views. It also enriches you, through
engagement with the ideas of others, by allowing you to benefit from what they have
attained.

Reading is an inexhaustible mine of knowledge, and the path of reading leads to
continual maturity. Remember the words of the Apostle Paul to his disciple Timothy
(first epistle), and you will find great benefit in them:

“Devote yourself to reading (4:13)... Avoid profane and old wives’
tales (4:7)... Avoid the obsession with arguments and quarrels, from
which come envy, strife, insults, evil suspicions, and constant friction
among people whose minds are corrupted and who have been deprived
of the truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain (6:4-5).”
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RETREAT DA

F PRAYER. FELLOWSHIP. FUN. 4

AT CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER

=2 Saturday, May 16 &g

SCHEDULE

10:00 AM
MORNING PRAYERS

We'll begin the day
together in prayer.

10:15 AM - 11:15 AM
TALK & DISCUSSION
WITH FR. SAMER

A time for spiritual discussion,
Q&A, and encouragement.

11:15 AM - 12:15 PM
GAMES & FELLOWSHIP

Outdoor and indoor games!

card games, or anything fun
to share.

12:15 PM - 1:00 PM
LUNCH TOGETHER

Burger lunch outside.

Eat, hang out, and enjoy
fellowship together!

1:00 PM

WRAP UP & CLEAN UP

Quick clean-up and

Bring games, sports equipment,

THINGS TO BRING k

Yard games

Sports balls / equipment

Board games /
card games

Anything fun
to sharel!

Water bottle

TEHOQ

_

rPLEASE BRING SOMETHING
TO SHARE FOR LUNCH:

_J
N

\ 4
SUGGESTED ITEMS:
» Lettuce o Chips
* Tomato e Drinks
¢ Onion ¢ Condiments
¢ Cheese (ketchup, mustard,
e Pickles mayo, etc.)

e Burger buns ¢ Other sides

o Fruit

L. Macaroni salad

dismissal.
A DAY TO GROW IN FAITH, BUILD FRIENDSHIPS,
35\ AND HAVE FUN TOGETHER! ‘—éé

= Al are welcome! =
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Antlochlan Orthodox Church
Of The Redeemer
Presents

= W\Jm@ =

i
Middle Eastern Food Festival 'I

——<w»> SEPTEMBER 12 & 13,2026 =<~ |

GET READY FOR TWO UNFORGETTABLE DAYS OF FUN, DELICIOUS FOOD,
FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT, MUSIC, CULTURE, DANCING, CRAFTS, i
CHURCH TOUR, KIDS ZONE, AND MORE! >©x@X

) Second Prize: Two Round- -Trip Airline Tickets:
SF to Istanbul by Turklsh Airlines

—

Donation: $50 per ticket or 3 tickets for $100.

Q) (650) 941-1570 (@) 380 Magdalena Ave, Los Altos Hills,
CA 94024
@ orthodoxredeemer.org SR



BUILDING OUR FUTURE TOGETHER
End-of-Year Campaign Update

* Raised: $3.5M for the new hall & learning center
 County requirements nearly complete

* Promising discussions with school operators

* Goal: Break ground by mid-2026

« Remaining need: $750,000 for loan approval

If you are able, please consider an end-of-year
o tax-deductible gift to support our parish’s future.

GIVE TO ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER

https://www.orthodoxredeemer.org/funds
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