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As we should, we proclaim and analyze the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. These truths are
central and foundational to our Christian faith.
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But | have noticed that it seems we often overlook one more key event in Jesus’ last days on earth: the
Ascension, occurring forty days after the resurrection (text) (“Ascension Day” May 14, 2026).
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We cannot appreciate the full meaning of Jesus’ mission and character without also considering the
ascension.
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The ascension reveals essential truths about Jesus and our relationship with him, post-resurrection. Although
only a few Scriptures verses are given to this event, we should not fail to fully appreciate all that it means.
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First and foremost, the ascension indicated the completion of Jesus’ work of salvation. With his last
breath Jesus cried from the cross: ‘it is finished”. This was not a cry of surrender or defeat. Just the opposite.
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The Greek phrase translated here as “finished” means: “complete, fulfilled, accomplished, the discharge of a
debt.” Jesus was declaring to his Father and to all Mankind that he had perfectly fulfilled the “mission” he
received from his Father and had successfully discharged the debt that we owed for our sins.
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What was the mission? It is clearly stated in John 3:16-17: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”
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For the cross to be effective the resurrection was necessary. In the same way, Jesus’ ascension back to his
Father was necessary. You could think of it as a final “exclamation mark” to the successful completion of his
mission!
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The ascension loudly proclaims His nature. AR KEBE T HIAYA M -
A key question on every tongue after the dramatic events of the Passion was: “Who was this man?”
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The ascension displayed Jesus’ glorification. 7+ K& g T B #f AZ=HE -

Although Jesus was recognizable to his disciples after his resurrection, it was clear that he was not dwelling in
the same physical, earthly body in which he had been entombed.
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He now inhabited what the Apostle Paul calls a “glorious body” (Phil.3:21) which he describes as
‘imperishable, powerful, and spiritual” (1Cor.15:42-44), and therefore He could not continue to appear on



earth as before.
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We note that Jesus' appearance in the 40 days after his resurrection were sporadic, over a wide area, and
distinctly different in style from before.
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Shortly before his death and resurrection Jesus gave Peter, James, and John a glimpse of his glorious body
in what we call his “fransfiguration”. But now, after the resurrection, he no longer needed to veil his glory in a
physical shroud.
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The ascension of Jesus also, importantly, establishes his acceptance as a sacrifice for sin.
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Paul claims: “God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement through the shedding of his blood.” (Rom.
3:25).
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The effectiveness of a sacrifice was not in the giving, but in being acceptable, or, as Paul put it: “holy and
pleasing to God” (Rom.12:1).
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Jesus of course was the only completely acceptable sacrifice. His ascension proved his acceptance with the
Father. We can trust Him!
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After his humiliation on the cross, Paul tells us that “God exalted [Jesus] to the highest place and gave him
the name that is above every name.” (Phil2:9) The ascension was the demonstration of this exaltation.
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The ascension also establishes Jesus as our “intercessor” before God the Father.
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Paul declares: “Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God
and is also interceding for us” (Rom.8:34).
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To say that Jesus is “on the right hand of God is to proclaim the truth that he has equal honour, dignity, and
authority with God.
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Therefore, the ascension not only demonstrates that Jesus is acceptable to the Father, but that he is now
making us acceptable to his Father.
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Paul rhetorically asks: “Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen” (Rom.8:33)?
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We find the answer to this query in Rev.12:10, where Satan is called “the accuser of our brothers and sisters,
who accuses them before our God day and night...”
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Satan accuses us of being unworthy of God’s love, grace, and salvation. But this Scripture reminds us that
this “accuser” “has been hurled down”. He has no power, so we do not need to fear or even consider His
unfounded accusations.
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In his ascension Jesus “closed the gap” between us and God, and every day he is interceding before Him on
our behalf.

FAAATR - R 7 2 7 BA TS 2 [R5 - 05t H AR M Ay 24 10K -

Jesus is our “Great High Priest” who is providing a “bridge” between us and God and is ever pleading our
case before the Great and Holy Judge, ensuring that the justifying verdict for which Jesus died is applied to us
in the judgment.

HRERZFRAT I AGEET - $878 TR RERA T SR " IR EARAL R 2 ERY SR Ty BA TP - PR
HB &R LASERTEERAYAR SCHR > 15 DR AR A TRy E 4

The ascension confirmed once and for all the efficacy of the sacrifice of Christ on our behalf. But it also
established other essential truths which profoundly impact our faith and life.
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The ascension clears the way for the Holy Spirit to come. F-RAZRAIFEIREETF 7 BEE -

Jesus anticipated the grief of his disciples upon hearing of his impending departure, so he assured them: “t is
for your good that | am going away. Unless | go away, the Advocate (i.e. the “Helper” or “Comforter”) will not
come to you; but if I go, | will send him to you” (Jn.16:7).
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And Jesus made the benefits clear: “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you all things and will remind you of everything | have said to you” (Jn.14:26).
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Jesus was stating an astounding fact: when I'm physically absent, we will be closer than ever before!
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But the ascension also meant that Jesus was coming back. FRt.EMHEIEROFEFR -

Did the stunned disciples miss the promise of the angels: “This same Jesus, who has been taken from you
into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11b).
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These words must have provided great comfort to the bewildered disciples in the days to come, just as they
provide comfort to us today!
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Yet the angels left a key question unanswered: when? When would Jesus come back? Believers have been
speculating on this question ever since. Jesus was ambiguous on the date and time, telling his disciples:
“about that day or hour no one knows.”
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But these words came with a warning: Jesus’ return would be unexpected. Jesus presented this ambiguity
about His return as a reason for vigilance and hopeful anticipation, not fear and anxiety:
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“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come...so you also must be
ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him” (Mt.24:36,42,44).
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The ascension guarantees His return! He is coming back! How do we know? Jesus keeps His promises! As
incredible as it may seem, we are expecting the actual, bodily return of Jesus one day.
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Paul challenges us to keep “looking up” because “our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior
from there, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil.3:20).

R R BA JERF S " - IR BN TAHEEA LHYER - 77 HFIRKTE - BLE T I E M A LEE (B
3:20) -

But just as the ascension means Jesus is coming back, it also means that we will ascend, too!
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The Apostle Paul proclaimed: “God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in
Christ Jesus” (Eph.2:6). The basis of Pauline Theology is that we are “in Christ”, which expresses the
believer's intimate union with Christ.
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This union is the basis for all spiritual blessings. Being "in Christ" signifies a profound spiritual relationship,
where believers are identified with Christ's death, resurrection, and ascension.
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The phrase underscores the transformative power of the gospel, which brings believers into a new covenant
relationship with God through Jesus Christ.
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We are, now, “seated” with Christ “in the heavenly realms”. In ancient times, being seated with a ruler
indicated a position of favor and shared authority. Theologically, it suggests that believers share in Christ's
victory and reign, as Jesus declares:
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“To the one who is victorious, | will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as | was victorious and sat
down with my Father on his throne” (Rev.3:21). This seating is not a future promise but a present reality,
indicating the believer's current spiritual authority.
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Finally, the ascension placed the work of the kingdom of God into the hands of Jesus’ disciples.
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Immediately proceeding his ascension, we encounter Jesus’ “final words”. Final words hold significance, as
they reveal the foremost concerns on an individual's mind, as well as the most urgent messages they wish to
impart to those they are leaving behind.
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Jesus’ final words: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses”, not just to their neighbours, family, and friends “in Jerusalem”, or even in nearby “Judea and
Samaria” but, the very “ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
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Jesus was clear: | am bodily going away and now | am entrusting and commissioning you, my disciples, to
carry the good news of Jesus to the world!
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We find this same commissioning in a slightly different perspective at the end of Matthew’s Gospel:
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and



of the Holy Spirit” (Mt.28:19).
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These powerful words have defined the evangelical church for two millennia! They are specific and clear.
There should be no doubt about Jesus’ expectations. In these two brief paragraphs we find:
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The power to execute this divine commission: “when the Holy Spirit comes on you.”
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This was literally fulfilled ten days later on the Pentecost. The task is monumental, but we are not left to
our own devices! These words also keep us focused on the fact that ultimately our work is “spiritual”.
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We cannot carry it out effectively through our own means. We are in a partnership with Him. We do the
“planting” of the “seeds” of the Gospel, but it is the spiritual work of the Holy Spirit that makes it grow.
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The message we are to proclaim: “my witnesses”. (S EHIAUEHNY - “THASEA T UL IE -

In a defence of the ministry of the first withesses, Paul declared: “we preach Christ” (1Cor.1:23). The

Gospel (“Good News”) of Jesus must be the center of all that we say, do, and are. We speak only of
Him, and invite all people to come to Him.
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The audience: “all nations”. Y{& : “HA -

Jesus lived, died, and resurrected for all Mankind. We must not discriminate!
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The goal: “make disciples”. ~ B#x : “[E 5 RIEI 1{E” -

We must challenge people to move beyond merely making a “decision” to being a serious, committed,
life-long follower of Jesus. This is the only reliable measurement of our ministry.
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In the New Testament, a disciple is a learner, a follower, and someone who is being shaped by their
teacher. So, to be a disciple of Jesus is to live as His student and apprentice.
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It means to respond to His call, to learn from Him, and to be transformed by our ever-deepening
relationship with Him. Jesus doesn’t just give information; He changes lives.
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A disciple is continually being shaped to become more like Christ in character—growing in love,
humility, forgiveness, and holiness.
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Discipleship means obedience, and “living on mission”: sharing the gospel, serving others, and being a
witness to His grace in everyday life.
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Discipleship is not a one-time decision but a lifelong journey of dependence on Christ—through prayer,



Scripture, and the work of the Holy Spirit.
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e The method: “baptizing them”.  J53% @ “45Hf HE5E"
Baptism is an act of obedience, but, more than that, it is an expression of our commitment to Jesus.
Baptism in the Holy Spirit at conversion places us in the eternal, invisible, and spiritual Church.
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Baptism in water, referenced here, places us in the visible and physical church. Through water baptism

we are declaring that we are a member of the earthly Church and are committed to our brothers and
sisters in Christ.
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So, the “method” of fulfilling the Great Commission is the planting of new churches. The first Christians
were not simply individuals who identified with Jesus. They immediately saw themselves as part of a
larger body known as the “ecclesia”: the “gathered ones” — the “church”.
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The first missionaries, such as the Apostle Paul, went beyond calling individuals to faith. They founded
churches in every community they visited so that new Believers could learn, grow, and serve as
disciples of Jesus!
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Although the Gospel devotes little space to the ascension, it remains a crucial element of Jesus’ life and
ministry, highlighting His greatness and affirming our relationship with Him.
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We rejoice today in the Ascension!
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