presence with the glory that I had with you before the world
existed. °I have manifested your name to the people whom you
gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave them
to me, and they have kept your word. "Now they know that
everything that you have given me is from you. *For I have
given them the words that you gave me, and they have received
them and have come to know in truth that I came from you;
and they have believed that you sent me. °I am praying for
them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you
have given me, for they are yours. '"’All mine are yours, and
yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. "And I am no
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming
to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have
given me, that they may be one, even as we are one.”

Lessons for Next Week: Numbers 11:24-30; Psalm 25:1-15;
Acts 2:1-21; John 7:37-39
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Prayer of the Day

Blessed Trinity, in Jesus you have made us all one. Grant that
his prayer that all his disciples be one as you are one be
manifest in our lives for the sake of your mission in the world;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Acts 1:1-12, 14

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus
began to do and to teach until the day he was taken up to
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he presented
himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was
alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and
spoke about the kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he
was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not
leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised,
which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with
water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit.” Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord,
are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”He
said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the
Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” After he said this, he was taken up before
their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They were
looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when

suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of



Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky?
This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will
come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”
Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the
Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. They all
joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and
Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.

Psalm 68:1-10

Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; let those who
hate him flee before him.

*Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away;
as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the
presence of God.

*But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; let them
also be merry and joyful.

*Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; exalt him who rides
upon the heavens; Yahweh is his name, rejoice before him!
°Father of orphans, defender of widows, God in his holy
habitation!

*God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners
into freedom; but the rebels shall live in dry places.

’O God, when you went forth before your people, when you
marched through the wilderness,

’The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, at the
presence of God, the God of Sinai, at the presence of God,
the God of Israel.

You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance;

you refreshed the land when it was weary.

®Your people found their home in it; in your goodness, O
God, you have made provision for the poor.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-19; 5:6-11

?Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes
upon you to test you, as though something strange were
happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s
sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his
glory is revealed. “If you are insulted for the name of Christ,
you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests
upon you. But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief
or an evildoer or as a meddler. '“Yet if anyone suffers as a
Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in
that name. “For it is time for judgment to begin at the
household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the
outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? *And
“If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the
ungodly and the sinner?” “Therefore let those who suffer
according to God’s will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator
while doing good. ‘Humble yourselves, therefore, under the
mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt
you, “casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for
you. *Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.
’Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of
suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood
throughout the world. '’And after you have suffered a little
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal
glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and
establish you. "To him be the dominion forever and ever.
Amen.

Gospel: John 17:1-11

"When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to
heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glority your Son
that the Son may glorify you, *since you have given him
authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you
have given him. *And this is eternal life, that they know you,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. ‘I
glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you
gave me to do. ’And now, Father, glorify me in your own



