Highlands United

Methodist Church
News

May 12 - May 18, 2026

Honoring our Graduates

Over the next two Sundays (May 17th and 2uth) we’ll be celebrating our
HUMC Class of 2026 from Highlands, Rabun Gap-Nacoochee and Summit
Charter Schools. Congratulations and best wishes to our HUMC Graduates!
Be on the lookout for pictures to follow soon.

Baccalaureate Service

In conjunction with Highlands School, it’s HUMC’s turn in the community
rotation of area churches to host this year’s ecumenical Baccalaureate
Service. This year’s worship service will be held in the HUMC Sanctuary
this Sunday, May 17th at 4:30pm. Everyone is invited.




“Door Keepers in the House of God”

Thanks to a great idea from Mike
Murphy and inspired by Psalm
84u:10, we’re looking for
volunteers who will sit in the
sanctuary for a couple of hours
on a Saturday in the coming
months so we can open wide our
sanctuary doors in order that
passershy can enjoy a few
moments of quiet in that sacred
space. If you’d be interested in
helping with this, please contact
Pastor Randy -
randyhumc@icloud.com.

“Respite for All”

A support ministry for individuals and
families impacted by dementia.

We are currently in the process of exploring a new ministry at HUMC
which will provide a respite for caregivers and fellowship for family
members navigating the challenges of dementia. If you would like to be
involved or would simply like to learn more, please contact Pastor Randy
- randyhumc@icloud.com. _




Pastor’s Summer
Sunday School Class

Once again this Summer Pastor Randy will offer a Sunday School Class
during the summer months June - August. This year Pastor Randy has
selected books from 3 different authors. In June, the class will read The
Forgotten Way - The Saint James Master Plan by Matthew Kelly. In July,
Angels on Earth by Laura Schroff and Alex Tresionowski and in August the
class will read Allen Levi's popular book, Theo of Golden.

The class begins Sunday, June 7th and will meet in the sanctuary chapel.
Books will be provided. If you're interested, please let Pastor Randy
know by Sunday, May 3ist - randyhumc@icloud.com.
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May Ministry Bags
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A safe community for all children. Providing hope,
healing and advocacy through coordinated services

for children impacted by abuse and neglect. NEEDS

KIDS Place

Children's Advocacy
Center

® Individual Snacks ® Hand Sanitizers
® Juice Pouches ® Stickers
® Paper Products ® Play-Doh
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After-School

GREENWAY
HIRKING

It was a beautiful Monday for After-School to go hiking on the
Greenway Trail behind the Rec Park with Jessica from the H-C
Land Trust!




Gordon Center
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Growing minds, hearts, & souls

Looking for an exciting way to spend your evening?
Join us for Bingo Night!
All proceeds to benefit the Gordon Center for Children!
$15 for all 15 games
Come early and grab dinner!

THURSDAY HIGHLANDS

JUNE 11, 2026 b2 d0 RN C%%%EE&EY

Would you like to donate?
Contact the GCC Office to be an event sponsor, table sponsor, dinner sponsor,
or just to donate!
828-526-5084 or office@thegordoncenter.org

BINGO IS SPONSORED BY THE ROTARY CLUB OF HIGHLANDS

AND IS LICENSED BY THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA




Camp Wesley

CAMP WESLEY
NEEDS YOUR HELP!

WE ARE IN NEED OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS FOR
ACTIVITIES THROUGH OUT THE SUMMER!

Cardboard Eqq9 Cartons
Toilet Paper Rolls

Empty 2 Liter Bottles

Donations may be dropped off at
Pastor Christine’'s office!




COMING
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Financial Giving

Thank you for your continued support of our shared
ministry through your tithes and offerings! Whether
you bring your offering to an in-person worship
service, send your financial support through the mail,
or utilize the online giving option on our website,
please know your gifts are deeply appreciated and
vital to the ongoing life and ministry of HUMC.

The following link will take you directly to our online
giving page - https://www.tinyurl.com/humc-giving

Here is a report on your faithful giving for
May 3rd:

Internal Restricted Funds:
Library - $100.00
Pator’'s Fund: $100.00

General Operating Fund
$8,547.00

Our 2026 March year to date
financial report
Income - $154,665
Expenses - $187,085 (-$33,085)

Celebrate!

May

12 - Cecile Watson
13 - Amanda Crowe
14 - Doug VanOrsdall
15 - Timothy Bronagh
17 - Greer Felder
18 - John Crowe
20 - Colson Bloedow
- Alex Bronaugh
21 - Anne Tate
23 - Kyle Gabbard
24 - Amy Council
25 - Kenneth Crowe
- Nathan Petrone
27 - Deborah Scott
28 - Robby Roberts
29 - Paolo McRae
- Les Scott
31 - Gary Forrester

May

24 - King and Janet Young
26 - Art and Vicki Heller
29 - Jerry and Kay Moore
31 - Bob and Nancy Sutton

Altar Flowers

Celebrate your special event
with Altar Flowers. Forms may
be found outside the church
office, or contact Craig at
highlandsumc®icloud.com.


https://www.tinyurl.com/humc-giving

Church Programs

Wednesday Night Supper
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This Week

Please join us this Wednesday,May 13th with our 5:15pm meal.

Chef Doug is cooking this week. Shrimp linguine, vegetable, salads,
and dessert. Then plan to stay for the first in a three-part series with
David Hodgson, “The Friendship Factor.”

Upcoming Programs

May I13th - “The Friendship Factor” - David Hodgson (Part 1)
May 20th - “The Friendship Factor” - David Hodgson (Part 2)
May 27th - “The Friendship Factor” - David Hodgson (Part 3)

JOY GROUP

and fellowship this Thursday, May 14"

at 11:30am. QOLDER WYOUTH—

Please join us for a good time of food / \
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Church Programs

Methodist Men’s Breakfast Returns!

We are excited to announce that our United Methodist Men’s breakfast
will resume on Saturday, June 13™" at 8:30am. We wlll have. a delicious
breakfast by Kristy, followed by a speaker to be announced shortly. All
are welcomed! Hope to see you there!

Summer Eucharist

Pastor Randy will be offering a brief service (15-20 minutes) of Holy
Communion at 8:30am in the church sanctuary June - August. Everyone
is invited.

Red Cross Blood Drive

Our next Rad Cross Blood Drive is scheduled for Monday, June 22" from
10am - 2pm in the Faith and Fellowship Center. Please contact Kristy to
make reservations.



Week of May 12 - May 18

Tuesday, May 12" - Men's Breakfast at Blue Bike - 8:15am
- Lectionary Home Group at the home of Fred and Elizabeth Motz -7pm

Wednesday, May 13" - Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) - 4pm
Yy y Y
- Family Night Meal (F&FC) - 5:15pm

Thursday, May 14™ - Ascension of the Lord
- Joy Group (F&FC) - 11:30am

Sunday, May 17*" - Ascension Sunday
- Morning Breakfast (F&FC) - 8:30am
- 909 Bluegrass Service (F&FC) - 9:09am
- Traditional Service (Sanctuary) - 11am
- High School Baccalaureate Service (Sanctuary) - 4:30pm

Monday, May 18" - Finance Committee Meeting -5:30pm

Coming Soon...

Sunday, May 24" - Day of Pentecost
Monday, May 25" - Memorial Day - Church Office Closed
Thursday, May 28" - Church Council Meeting - 5:30pm
Sunday, May 31* - Trinity Sunday
Tuesday, June 2" - Community Table (Community building) - 6pm
Sunday, June 7*" - Summer Eucharist Begins (Sanctuary) - 8:30am
- Pastor Randy’s Summer Sunday School begins - 10am
Monday, June 8" - Thursday June 11" - Vacation Bible School
Saturday, June 13" - United Methodist Men'’s Breakfast resumes - 8:30am

\Got something to add to the calendar? Please email highlandsumc@icloud.comj




Community Events
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Highlands-Cashiers Players is presenting its 2nd show of the 30th season.
Don't miss this great show!

Volunteers are needed to help in the front of house. If you are interested,

please let Craig know in the Church Office.
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Highlands Historical Society presents our

2026 Season Opening
Celebration
' Saturday, May 23 from 11:00 - 2:00

T o ' o, -
Live music from Laney & Bishop with Charles Wood |

Join us for:
Old-fashioned carnival games hosted by our local ‘
nonprofit partners!
A live, dramatic reading of the Declaration of
Independence
Free Hot Dogs, Drinks, Popcorn, Ice-Cream, and Cotton
Candy while they last.



Small Groups and Studies

Being part of a small group is a very helpful way of staying connected to our
church family. Please take a look at the current opportunities available. If
there is a group you'd be interested in joining, please reach out to the
contact person.

Home Lectionary Study Group
A weekly study around the upcoming week'’s lectionary readings.
Meeting time - Tuesdays at 7:00pm. Contact - Fred Motz.
bigbearpen@gmail.com.

Men's Tuesday Breakfast
This group meets for breakfast and fellowship at the Blue Bike on
Tuesday mornings at 8:15am.

Pastor Randy’s Summer Sunday School Class
This class is planned to begin Sunday, June 7" at 10am. For June, the
class will read The Forgotten Way - The Saint James Master Plan by
Matthew Kelly.

Seekers Sunday School Class
This class is currently studying the Books of Galatians, Ephesians, and
Hebrews. Meeting time - Sundays at 10am in the former financial
secretary’s office. Contact - Steve Bruner. stevebruner@gmail.com.

Bob Hood's Sunday School Class
Bob's class will take place Sundays at 10am in the parlor, and they will be
discussing the Book of Acts - Contact - Bobhood3(@gmail.com.

Questions?
Contact Craig at highlandsumc@icloud.com
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Prayer Circle Prayers at the Cross

We welcome you to join . ) o
our Prayer Circle During our 9:09 Service, we invite

to lift up those who are in need of prayer. you to bring your prayer

Prayer requests are emailed to requests up and place them on
the Prayer Circle as they come in. the Cross. The ministerial staff
AR CEL (el e prays over these requests each

highlandsumc®icloud.com K
to be a part of this ministry, or to share a LT

prayer need.
Prayer Cards

Prayer Cards are available at both the 9:09
and 11:00am Services. Names of those on the
prayer cards will be specifically mentioned at
the 11:00am service. Additionally, you are
able to specify if you would like someone
mentioned on the short or long term prayer
lists in our weekly bulletin. You may also
notify the Pastor if you would like a call.

Prayer WORKS!

“Going into surgery is enough to make anyone’s nerves jumpy, but prayer
became my secret weapon for finding some serious "zen" in the chaos. It
started with Pastor Randy, who stopped by for a quick prayer right
before they wheeled me back, which really helped settle my spirit.

By the time | reached the operating room, | felt surprisingly steady.
When the staff joined me for another prayer right there, the vibe in the
whole room completely shifted—the frantic energy settled, and a wave
of calm took over. It turned a high-stress moment into a shared, peaceful
experience that made me feel totally at ease and ready to go.”

from Jeanie Edwards - Jones


http://icloud.com/

Stay Connected!

Our Services are Live Streamed!

via our Facebook Page,

https://www.facebook.com/highlandsunitedmethodist, to be

uploaded later on our website https://www.highlandsmethodist.org

and Youtube channel,
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1 zqPcu78pLdiGdLbYI-IA

HUMC News

The HUMC News is emailed every Tuesday. It is also placed on our
website. Let us know if you’d like to be on the email distribution.

If you know of any HUMC family member who does not have access to
our weekly email distribution who would like to receive a copy by mail,
please let the church office know - highlandsumc®icloud.com.

Daily Devotionals

To be a part of Pastor Randy’s daily devotionals, entitled “Ruminations
and Reflections,” please contact Pastor Randy at
randyhumc@icloud.com

May /June
Upper Room
Now Available!
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randyhumc@icloud.com.

Visitors

Whether you are visitng for one Sunday, or seasonally, you are most

welcome! Don't hesitate to contact us with any questions!

Our mailing address is

PO Box 1959,

Highlands NC 28741.

(828) 526-3376
Our physcial address is

315 Main St.

Highlands NC 28741.

highlandsumc@icloud.com

The following link will take you directly to our
online giving page -
https://www.tinyurl.com/humc-giving

“When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up,

and a cloud took him out of their sight."

Acts 1:9
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