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From The Pastor       Rev. Nada Sellers 

    revnsellers@holmdelucc.org 
 

Well now… Eastertide is in full swing and I’m still 
wondering what happened to April!?  Things are bursting 
out of the ground and blooming trees have been 
providing beautiful displays once again, including here at 
the church campus! There are also a great number of 
activities percolating in our congregation and I want you 
to be aware of the following: 
 
Hard work has been underway for months around our 
financial plans for the next budget cycle as well as in 
anticipation of the capital campaign which was 
authorized earlier this year. Council leaders led by our 
Lead Trustee, William Field, and Treasurer, Judy Bacon, 
will soon offer their recommendations. Karen Chesney 
and the Capital Campaign Team are meeting and 
engaged in several activities that will begin to enter our 
more public phases. There will be interviews and drafts 
for communication and requests for participation in the 
work groups. Most critical for our current purposes is the 
second-hour presentation to be made on Sunday, May 
3rd after worship. I encourage everyone to be there with 
your questions. 
 
Our Spring congregational meeting is to be held on May 
17th directly after worship, and at this time, the FY2026 
budget recommendations are to be discussed and voted 

 

(continued) 
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From The Pastor (continued) 
  

upon. Please ensure we have the quorum needed by sticking around for this 
important business. Nominations continue to be finalized for working groups and 
leadership roles as well, and several of you are still considering how to respond. 
Thank you (and here’s to “yeses”)! Information will be reviewed prior to the meeting 
as per the standard required in our Constitution & By Laws, and any questions can 
be directed to me or our Moderator, Matt, or other Council members.  
 
The Generosity Campaign, “Making All Things New,” which so many of you have 
been willing to make commitments to with pledges and gifts is now winding down. 
Under the leadership of Don Pope and his team (Jared Cazel, Michelle Ucciferri and 
Heather McGoldrick), an amazing total of $233,158 has been offered toward our goal 
of $250,000. How wonderful and let’s celebrate! If you are still in the process of 
deciding how you might contribute, there’s still time! 
 
Finally, the excitement is building for special presentations and events of the Spring 
and Summer, including time with Howard Krajel about his bike pilgrimage to Spain 
(May 31st after worship) and an upcoming summer worship series. Brunches for 
special recognition days are planned for Mothering Day and Fathering Day too. Who 
could you invite to be our guests? Your conversations during our March community 
“café” conversations have provided galvanizing feedback that we will look to explore 
further.  I give thanks for the ambitions and growing interests of our spiritual 
community – be on the lookout for surveys about starting a new book group and 
your experiences during Lent!   
 
With anticipation, 

Pastor Nada 
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Moderator’s Corner Matt Snodgrass 

 moderator@holmdelucc.org 
 
I hope you’ll all be in attendance for our Congregational Meeting on May 17, 
immediately following service. This is an important meeting for our congregation, 
so that you can see the proposed budget for the next church year that the council 
has put together for your review and vote. And it’s the vote that’s an important 
aspect, since we need a quorum to hold the meeting and, thus, conduct the vote. 
In short, please be sure to come! 

And we are already reaping the benefits of our solar array on our Fellowship Hall 
and parsonage. We haven’t had a full month’s bill yet, but in a partial month’s bill, 
we’re already seeing savings in our electric bill, which, in addition to our part for 
the environment, is wonderful news. 

-Matt 

 

 

Thanks to everyone who participated in this year's campaign. 
Many thanks also for all the pledges which will go a long way 
towards funding our budget. Currently, we stand at 
$233,158 against our goal of $250,000. We still have a few 
weeks before we have to finalize our new budget. If you are 
still considering making a pledge, you can contact Pledge 
Secretary Dave Mackey at: pledge@holmdelucc.org 

 
If you have already pledged, could you consider adding to it to help us reach 
our goal?  
 
Any questions please contact Stewardship Trustee, Don Pope at: 
609-317-5208 or wellfitnj@gmail.com  
 
Blessings and Peace, the Stewardship Committee 
Don Pope 
Michelle Ucciferri 
Jared Cazel 
Heather McGoldrick 

 

https://mailto: wellfitnj@gmail.com
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Worship & Music Carol Schreier, Chair 

             boola8801@verizon.net 

“I Will Sing with the Spirit” (John Rutter) 
 
Welcome to May at Holmdel Community UCC, where Spring is in full swing, and 
beautiful anthems fill the air. 
 
Pastor Nada will be away on May 3rd, and we are happy to welcome Rev. Linda 
Holzbaur to the pulpit. This month we celebrate mothering, we come together for our 
Annual Congregational Meeting, and we will celebrate Pentecost on May 24th. Get 
ready to wear RED and embrace the Holy Spirit! 
 
In June we will celebrate our kids, the choir, and fathering too. The Worship & Music 
committee plans to gather for our Annual Planning session for our next fiscal year, 
and we welcome your suggestions for next year. Was there a service that you 
especially liked this past year? Please let us know so we can continue to offer 
thoughtful, engaging, and enjoyable worship for everyone. 
 
We will offer our monthly food dedication on May 24th and again on June 28th. Please 
check your bulletin for our special collection items.  
 
Our meeting this month is on Tuesday May 12th at 7pm in the conference room of 
Fellowship Hall. Join us! Grab a friend and sign up to usher, or train to run the sound 
board. Or maybe you’d rather take a turn as a reader? Like the song says, “jump in 
the vase, ‘cause we’ve got space for more!”  
 
And remember, your health and safety are our priority. If the weather is bad, or if 
you are not feeling well, please stary home and watch us online. And take a few 
minutes to watch a video anthem or message from our collection while you’re there! 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, Come! 
 
And thanks for your love and support! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Schreier  
Worship & Music Chair 
(732) 766-6192  
boola8801@verizon.net 
 

https://mailto: boola8801@verizon.net
https://mailto: boola8801@verizon.net
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Justice & Peace Liz Mueller, Chair 

 lizmueller11@gmail.com 

 
Family Promise Updates -- Some Exciting News!!  

Family Promise has been putting up homeless families in single motel rooms for the 
past few years.  They have recently bought a duplex in Long Branch and they will be 
relocating two of their families to this location in June or July.  In preparation, they 
have asked us to help with landscaping and interior cleaning on Saturday May 9 
(see flyer).  We will also be preparing meals for them in the Fellowship Hall kitchen 
on Monday, May 4.  See Liz Mueller or Judy Bacon (email:lizmueller11@gmail.com) 
if you’d like to help.  
 
Movie Night/Field Trip to the Metuchen Presbyterian Church -- Saturday, 
May 16 

Join us at 5:00pm for a light dinner and viewing of “Where Olive Trees Weep”, a 
powerful documentary which explores lives of Palestinians on the West Bank through 
powerful personal stories.  Carpool with us from Holmdel UCC or meet us there.  
Check out this link to learn more about the movie and how to register. 

Sunday, May 31 Second Hour with Cyclist and Pilgrim, Howard Kradjel. 

In April Howard cycled the Camino Sanabres in Spain as a 
pilgrimage he called “Seeking the Way of Welcome.  For 
centuries, pilgrims depended on the hospitality of strangers.  
Howard, added to the challenge by bicycling instead of walking 
these historic paths in Spain.  As he cycled, he reflected on 
how to live as a person of welcome and how to invite others to 
practice welcome in ways that make a difference.  Learn more 
about his experiences and see slides of his trip during our 
Second Hour after church.  PS.  Enjoy some special Spanish 
snacks as well! 
 

Gay Pride Parade and Festival in Asbury Park -- 
Sunday, June 7 

We will be kicking off Gay Pride Month by 
marching and hosting a welcome table at the 
LGBTQ+ Festival in Asbury Park.  It is always a 
day of great celebration and positive vibes.  
Hope you can volunteer or wave to us as we 
march!   

https://mailto: lizmueller11@gmail.com
https://mailto: lizmueller11@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSefC7O-0Tt_j-erI5W_V3dvKGlOdnBkvxNsjtPxu0BdiTp46w/viewform?pli=1
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Christian Education Allie Colella, Chair, alcollela8616@gmail.com 

 Amanda Spagnolia, Youth Minister, 
 youthminister@holmdelucc.org 

 

Hi everyone! 

The Christian Education (CE) Committee has been busy brainstorming ways to 
connect, learn, and grow together, and we’ve got a few exciting things to share!  

 

 ൚൛൜൝൞ൟൠൡൣൢ New Adult Book Group – Interest Check! 
We’re exploring the idea of starting a church-based book group for adults—
something relaxed, welcoming, and thought-provoking. Whether you’ve been part of 
adult learning before or not, this could be a great way to jump in! 

 !Right now, we’re gauging interest ܜܛܚ 
If this sounds like something you’d enjoy, we’d love to hear from you. Please reach 
out to Allie or Amanda to share your interest or ideas (meeting times, formats, 
etc.). Your input will help shape the group! 

 

 ⸀⸁⸂⸃⸄⸅⸆⸇⸈ ⸪⸫⸬⸭⸮ⸯ⸰⸱ Youth Group & Sunday School Updates 

●  გდევზთ End-of-Year Youth Party: We’re planning a celebration in June to wrap 
up Sunday School—stay tuned for the exact date! 

 

 ❨❩❪❫❬❭❮ Important Dates for Children & Youth 

● Children’s Communion: June 7 (Pride Sunday  ❨❩❪❫❬❭❮) 

○ Please note: this has been moved from May to June for this year 

○ Includes presentation of Bibles 

● Children’s Sunday: June 14 

○ Featuring Confirmation posters in place of the sermon 

●  ⟰⟱⟲ Summer Sunday School Begins: June 21 

 

 

  

https://mailto: alcollela8616@gmail.com
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Missions Vacant 
  

The greatness of a community is most accurately measured by the 
compassionate actions of its members. 

Coretta Scott King 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sent Forth in Love 

The Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering reflects the shared commitment of 
people across the United Church of Christ to cooperatively build up the UCC. 
Conferences and the national setting equally share the gifts given by members and 
friends through their local congregations. The funds raised support leadership 
development, new churches, youth ministry, and innovation in existing 
congregations. 

As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways, your generosity will 
plant new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches, and develop the 
spiritual life in our youth and young adults.  

By your generosity to this offering, you build up the Body of Christ. The 
Strengthen the Church Offering will be taken on Pentecost Sunday, May 24, 2026, 
in support of this UCC mission and continue our commitment as a 5 for 5 church. 
 

Bayshore Lunch Program – On April 27 a total of 41 meals were 
served consisting of chicken parm, penne, mixed vegetables, salad mix 
and dessert. Our church provides meals on the fourth Monday of the 
month. The next lunch preparation event will occur on May 25, 2026, 
at the Community Church of Keyport from 10AM to 12:30PM.  I would 

ask that you consider joining our team for this very worthwhile mission.   

We need you!  Contact Judy L. Bacon (617-849-2530) for more information. 

Missions Needs You!  The chair position in Missions is vacant at this time.  
Nominating is working very hard to fill positions for the next fiscal year.  If you are 
interested in spearheading our Missions effort, speak to Liz Mueller (732) 739-1315 
for more information. 
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Christian Care Val Hansen, Co-Chair, valthansen@gmail.com 
 Kiff Barnes, Co-Chair, kiff.barnes@gmail.com 
 

If I need some help, who might I reach out to? 

The HCUCC Christian Care Committee is here to offer comfort and practical support 
to our members and friends who are dealing with mental or physical illness, 
recovery, or any kind of loss. Please feel free to get in touch with us for prayers, 
rides to the doctor’s office, meals when you’re feeling under the weather. We’re also 
often asked to offer our prayers for various situations. 

Here’s a list of the Care Team members and their contact information: 

 

Valerie Hansen   (732) 977-8642 

Kiff Barnes           (972) 571-6538 

Susan Shaw         (609) 317-5984 

Karen Chesney   (908) 577-6370 

Jen Brill                   (540) 449-2044 

 

 
 

 
Please plan to stay after the service 

Sunday, May 3rd                  
for a second hour presentation regarding 

our upcoming capital campaign. 

 

 

 

https://mailto: valthansen@gmail.com
https://mailto: kiff.barnes@gmail.com
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Grace Notes Susan F. Davies, Minister of Music 

                                                                                                   musicminister@holmdelucc.org 

 

Our Lent and Easter services were lovely. Thank you for your dedication and hard 
work to add such a meaningful musical experience to our worship.  
 
Our season is not over! We still have some time to sing. Our last Sunday in the choir 
loft isn’t until June 21.  If you’d like to know what our formal choir season feels like 
but have been hesitant to try, why not finish the season with us? We meet every 
Thursday night at 7:30pm in Fellowship Hall, and we’re finished by 9:00pm. We work 
hard, but we have lots of fun. There’s room in every section, and lots of helpful 
people to sit next to. 
 
Our music ministry will then move to our informal and fun Family Choir for the 
summer.  It’s not too early to be thinking about volunteering as a soloist or putting 
together a small group for our summer special music. The earlier you sign up, the 
better the chances are that your preferred Sunday is available. We’re open to a 
variety of music, and you’re not limited to voice. We love instrumental music, too! 
Please find me if you are interested in doing a special piece or would like some help 
putting something together. 
 
Ms. Amanda and I are discussing some fun music for the Joyful Noisemakers to learn 
for Children’s Sunday, June 14. They’ll be working on songs during their Sunday 
School time, but I’m also hoping to get words and music out to all participants 
through Ms. Amanda for practicing and singing along on their own time during the 
week. Stay tuned! 
 
Since June is just around the corner, and I love to plan ahead, here are the Sundays 
open for special music in the summer. I would especially like some volunteers for the 
first few, so we can start strong! Please sign up by calling, texting, or emailing me! 
 

June 28  August 9  

July 5  August 16  

July 12  August 23  

July 19  August 30  

July 26  September 6  

August 2    
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Lagniappe  Lynn C. Hudzik, Office Administrator 

                                                                                                   administrator@holmdelucc.org 

 
Happy May everyone!  

On April 17th, we held our first American Red Cross blood 
drive!  Thank you to Liz Mueller and Judy Bacon for 
representing us during the whole process, 11am – 6pm!  

  

We had a total of 42 donors, 39 of which were successful and 3 of which were first 
time donors!  Our American Red Cross liaison, Susan Holliday, was very pleased with 
our numbers and our hospitality! 

 

A HUGE to all those who helped with cleaning out the  

 

Fellowship Hall Basement, dropping big & bulky items at the Large Item Drop Off in 
Holmdel on April 11th! 

 

Congratulations to our community partner, Village Foster Closet of Holmdel and 
Belinda Ruiz! They held their open house on Saturday, April 25th and are officially 
open for business.  Check out the pictures in the Caught on Camera section of our 
newsletter. 

 

And finally, a big welcome to our newest members from Confirmation!  I know it was 
in March and I’m running a little behind, but couldn’t pass up recognizing these 5 
wonderful people – John DeFelice, Ella DeMeo, Lila DeMeo, Jonathan Gilpatrick and 
Madyn Mortenson!  Welcome! 
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Thank You 
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Thank You (continued) 
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Announcements  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://mailto: alcolella8616@gmail.com
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 Announcements (continued) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooking for Family Promise -- Monday May 4 from 10A to 12P 

Put on your apron and join us in Fellowship Hall to cook meals for 
Family Promise.  We will be delivering immediately afterward, and 
you are welcome to join us for that as well.  Contact Judy Bacon or 
Liz Mueller if you have questions. 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Vgz7lKxW3BW82vMkUxrhIkzTdvXilvRP6X9cuKqdpwM/edit?usp=drive_link
https://mailto: sfield@georgian.edu
https://mailto: judylbacon52@gmail.com
https://mailto: lizmueller11@gmail.com
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Announcements (continued) 
 

 

https://info@MonmouthHistory.org


 16 

 

  

 

 

Announcements (continued) 
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Announcements (continued) 

 

https://mailto: gvastola@lunchbreak.org
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Announcements (continued) 
 

MEDITATION: VISIO DIVINA 

“DIVINE SEEING” 

Please join our Zoom meetings on Saturdays at 10am for a 
refreshing hour that includes a short, guided meditation, 
creative prayers, poems, lively discussion on the art-quote-
word of the day, and a lot of laughter in a caring space.  All 
are welcome!   

 
May 2026 FLOWERS 

 
April showers have come and gone, now it’s time for MAY 
FLOWERS! Birthdays, anniversaries, and graduations are all 
great reasons for a FLORAL DEDICATION. 
 
5/28:  Carol Schreier, “In celebration of Caleb & Taylor 
Schreier's first anniversary”. 
 
Simply order a bouquet from our florist OR bring in an arrangement of your own 
to share on Sunday. Contact Vera Kradjel with your desired date to secure your 
spot. You can take your flowers home with you after church and enjoy them or 
deliver them to a friend or neighbor and brighten their day.  
 
You may reach Vera directly at: 
 
Vera Kradjel (732) 673-8588 
OR via email verakradjel@gmail.com 

 

Thank you! 

 

We all love Coffee Hour!  It’s a vital part of fellowship and a nice way to meet 
people.  We need  some new team members as well as substitutes.  If you can 
help, or would like more information, please contact Regina at 
regcris35@gmail.com or (732) 320-6210. 

 
This month’s Calico Cat Food Pantry collections:  juice or canned/boxed 
drinks.    We will dedicate food on the 4th Sunday, May 24th.  On that Sunday, 
we encourage everyone to bring forward their offerings to the worship table 
and kids can stay down front for the Children’s Message that immediately 
follows. 

https://mailto: verakradjel@gmail.com
https://mailto: regcris35@gmail.com
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Announcements (continued) 
 
 

 
We have a variety of collections: eyeglasses for New Eyes (bin in 
Fellowship Hall kitchen), books for Legal Books Bin and clothing next 
to the book donation bin in the parking lot. 

 
 
 

  Virtual Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m. 
 

We will start live streaming the service at 9:55 a.m. via this link:  
http://bit.ly/hcucclive. We start early, so that you can be sure your 
technology (internet connection, audio, video) is working properly. 
We’ll display our pre-service announcement slides for five minutes  
until the service starts, at around 10am.  

  

Can we be friends? 
 

 
Like us on Facebook!

 https://www.facebook.com/HolmdelUCC/ 
 

 
 

 
 

Please follow our YouTube channel as well. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtmDSw0RSSbtDPqXfZaLuuw 

 

We’re Hiring! 
Amanda is looking for a Nursery Caregiver for 
Sunday mornings. Interested?  Contact her directly 
at YouthMinister@holmdelucc.org or (908) 770-
7265. 

  

http://bit.ly/hcucclive
https://www.facebook.com/HolmdelUCC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtmDSw0RSSbtDPqXfZaLuuw
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Caught on Camera  

 
 

 

  

Confirmation March 22, 2026
    

Top Left: Receiving Line of Welcome to our Church, Jonathan Gilpatrick is 
welcomed by his mentor Lynn Nelson 

Top Right: Pastor Nada & Confirmands in a prayer circle 
Center: Jonathan Gilpatrick, Lila DeMeo, Ella DeMeo, John DeFerlice and 

Madyn Mortenson 
Bottom Left: Mentor Kris Hansen with Madyn Mortenson 

Bottom Right: Beautiful & Scrumptious Cake made by Susan Davies 
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 Caught on Camera (continued) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

04/04/2026: Cupcake 
Decorating 

Susan Davies, Mindy DeVries, 
Judy Bacon and Sue Field 

04/05/2026: Easter Almost Sunrise Service 

Glen Puhak, Don Pope, Liam 
Muhler and Susan Davies 
provide some beautiful 
music for our Almost 
Sunrise Easter Service. 

Our 
lovely 
Easter 
Cross 

Reflecting on the artwork used 
for our bulletin covers, from Tell 
Me Something Good by A 
Sanctified Art 
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Caught on Camera (continued) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

04/05/2026: Easter Service & Goodies 

Our HCUCC Choir 
shares the 
Carpenter’s Son 

Lots of goodies and 
beautiful and 
delicious cupcakes! 
MMMMM! 

04/11/2026: Fellowship Hall Basement 
Large Item Cleanout

 
BEFORE! 

AFTER! 
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Caught on Camera (continued) 
04/05/2026: Village Foster Closet of Holmdel Open House 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

Font Color Key: 
Conference Rm 
Fellowship Hall 
Zoom or Other 
Sanctuary 

  
  7pm-9pm Hall 

Rental 
10am Visio Divina 
Meditation with 
Grace 

8:30am-8:45am; 
11:30am-4:15pm 
Hall Rental 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10am Service 
with Communion 
 
2nd Hour: Capital 
Campaign 

10am-12pm 
Family 
Promise 
Meal Prep 

7:15-
9:15pm 
Scouts  

8pm Lifeline 
Group of AA 

7:30pm 
Choir 

 
10am Visio Divina 
Meditation with 
Grace 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

10am Worship  
Service  

11:30am 
Mothering 
Brunch 

 7:30pm 
Council 
  

7pm 
Worship & 
Music 
 
7:15-
9:15pm 
Scouts  

2pm Care 
Team 
Meeting 
 
8pm Lifeline 
Group of AA  

7:30pm 
Choir 

7pm-9pm Hall 
Rental 

10am Visio Divina 
Meditation with 
Grace 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

10am Worship  
Service  
 
2nd Hour: 
Congregational 
Meeting  

 
  

7:15-
9:15pm 
Scouts  
  

7:30pm 
Justice & 
Peace 
 
8pm Lifeline 
Group of AA 

7:30pm 
Choir 

 
10am Visio Divina 
Meditation with 
Grace  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

10am Worship  
Service with 
Food Dedication 
 
Strengthen the 
Church Offering 

10am 
Bayshore 
Lunch 
Program 
 
6pm Men’s 
Fellowship 
Group 

12pm-9pm 
Fiscal 
Feasibility 
Meeting 
 
7:15-
9:15pm 
Scouts  

9am-9pm 
Fiscal 
Feasibility 
Meeting 
 
8pm Lifeline 
Group of AA 

9am-9pm 
Fiscal 
Feasibility 
Meeting 
 
7:30pm 
Choir 

9am-12pm 
Fiscal 
Feasibility 
Meeting 

10am Visio Divina 
Meditation with 
Grace 
 
10:30am-11:45am 
Sanctuary Rental 
11:45am-12:30pm 
Hall Rental 

31       

10am Worship  
Service 
 

2nd Hour: Howard 
Kradjel on his 
pilgrimage to 
Spain 
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Church Leadership 
  
 
 
  

  

 

 

  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Pastor Rev. Nada Sellers 

Moderator               Matthew Snodgrass 

Head Trustee              William Field 

Treasurer                      Judy Bacon 

Council Secretary Lynn Nelson 

Pledge Secretary         Dave Mackey 

Christian Care          Valerie Hansen 
  Kiff Barnes 

Christian Education  Allie Colella 
  Amy DeFelice 

Fellowship  Regina Criscione 

Justice & Peace Liz Mueller 

Missions                - Open - 

Pastoral Support Tracy Mackey 

Personnel  Carrie Virgilio 

Worship & Music     Carol Schreier 

Buildings & Grounds  
Trustee Diane Paquet 

Contracts & Insurance  
Trustee Brian Yesalonis 

Stewardship Trustee  Don Pope 

The church has a variety of methods for your contributions: 

ONLINE:  EasyTithe:  
https://app.easytithe.com/App/Giving/hcucc 

TEXT:  Just text "test" to (732) 410-5950 to receive instructions 
on giving electronically. 

ONLINE BANKING: Set up regular payments to "Holmdel 
Community UCC" via your online baking service. 

BY CHECK:  Dave Mackey will be collecting checks from the 
church weekly or email him at pledge@holmdelucc.org. 

 

Your generosity to HCUCC throughout 
the year is always much appreciated. 

https://app.easytithe.com/App/Giving/hcucc

