Relating to God

Moving beyond religion to a transformative relationship.
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The Paradigm Shiit
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Because of His love, and through Christ’s death and
resurrection, we possess the profound privilege of
knowing and communicating with the Almighty God.

S N2 The Christian life is not merely a new
= perspective or a set of moral interactions.
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{" | o ' : The branches and leaves are the highly visible,
| BN rapidly changing elements of our lives.

i EsndEcan B > Qur Faith
' _ ETH The roots act as the anchor and the primary
| intake system for spiritual nutrients.
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> (God and His Word

The ground represents the unchangeable fact
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Navigating the Seasons
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. In beautiful weather,
- werejoice in the

. experience of
~ God’s blessings.
" Leaves flourish.
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When a storm hits,
leaves fall away.
Faith keeps you in
contact with God,
not feelings.

The roots keep
us grounded
until new _
growth arrives.

,.'"t: ‘i-..,;_ _-E-- ;

P
ol

We walk by faith, not by sight. — 2 Corinthians 5:7
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Cultivating the Roots
Cultivating the Roots

Faith is the key to our relationship
with God. It requires believing that
He is there and that He loves us.
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8| without this foundational faith,
it is impossible to please God.
(Hebrews 11:6)

Generatinﬁ Faith i [

_ JiM!  The root system expands and
s L anchors deeper into the soll.
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&8 The Source of Faith g8

| Faithis not blind; it is actively |8

generated by hearing the
Word of God.

{Romans 10:17)
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Transactional Religio

The Room Serwc:e Trap

Primary
Motive

1| Fulfilling personal needs

| |

View of
Prayer
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- ‘Monday, healing on Tuesday,

Placmg an order (“Peace on "t
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Transformative Relatlonshlp A
The Abiding Model /
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Desiring the presence
of the Father
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Q \ ~ Two-way communication;
N ( & : :
__ seeking a closest Friend

JMN where God loves us as we_77A(,
(VN are and speaks tous /7
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Redeﬁnmg Prayer

The Lord wants us to talk with
Him. Prayer is the act of
communicating with the
Father—taking time to be
with the Lord and letting

Him speak to us.

ol

7 o i A . [N N
"-'-:'.'-'II= I"_ 4 IEIJ LI:-I \ . ;._"r -:'\:
.%f I‘..:_!: o .. ._. '} -\.:?"

|| The Startmg Point |
L £ ] L

5:: 2 : o ' e
L g

Effective communication begins |7
with remembering exactly who God

(8]

is when we pray. Hl
(Acts 4:24) | IJ,—




The Architecture of Effective Prayer
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Coqﬁggnce GV h" .L to Anxiety
Come boldly to the

throne inHmes. & /, ¥+ Instead of worrying, bring h
of need. i \5} | "% ;1, requests to God with thanksgiving, .h "**'f

(Hebrews 4:16) /N NS, —— resultingin peace. —
ZAONY S Y (Philippians 4:6-7) h
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The Posture

F{ejnibe alw:vays, pray
continually, give thanks

in all circumstances.
. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)

receive, and we must

forgive others.
(Mark 11:24-25)




When Winter Lingers

Why do prayers sometimes seem
unanswered? Two diagnostic checks:
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1. Check Your Motives KA
—| Are we asking purely to spend it on our
own selfish pleasures?
| (James 4:3) 55t
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2. Maintain Endurance AL
If we believe we are asking within God'’s
— 1| will, we must maintain our confidence and |
patience, waiting for the harvest.
| (Hebrews 10:35-36) P
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From Asking
to Abiding

God wants our relationship to be
much deeper and closer than just
requesting needs.

The Invitation

Jesus wants to be your closest
Friend. He invites us to move
beyond transactional requests and
permanently abide in Him.




 of the Vine
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The Mechanics
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Abide in Him.
(John 15:4)
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The Result

Bearing much fruit;
apart from Him we
can do nothing.
(John 15:4-5)

The Benefit

Direct impact and
alignment in our
prayers.

(John 15:7)

GLORY TO i
THE FATHER |

The Ultimate Goal

Glorifying the Father
and being called Jesus'
closest friends.

(John 15:8, 15)
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The Natural
Harvest

True spiritual fruit is not forced
moral effort; it is the natural
byproduct of a rooted, abiding
relationship with God.
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| &\ D@8\ Grow roots deep into the fact
NN, ./ of God's Word.
7
Trust your faith over fleeting
feelings in the storm.
—f
| =y
Talk to God as a closest friend,
not a vendor.
. —
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Abide in the Vine to bear
natural, lasting fruit.
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Questions or concerns regarding this study? Please don't hesitate to share them with us.
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