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“This We Believe,” “Part 12: (Letting Go of) Unbiblical Community,” Ephesians 5:25-27

INTRODUCTION:  Today we continue our series dealing with two things that shape the entire Christian life: What we believe… and what we leave (let go of). Today’s statement from the Apostles’ Creed is we believe that : “I believe in the holy catholic Church.”
Which means we let go of an individual, worldly mindset and incorrect thinking about biblical community when considering the church of the living God.

1.  THE CALLED OUT ONES
“…Christ…loved the church and gave Himself for her,...” 
	         										Ephesians 5:25b

· The Building of Christ – Matt. 16:13-17, Eph. 2:19-22
· The Body of Christ – Colossians 1:18 
· The Bride of Christ – Revelation 19:7-9

2.  THE CONSECRATED ONES
“…that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, … that she should be holy and without blemish.”
 	        										Ephesians 5:26,27b

· Perfected by the Savior – Hebrews 10:11-14
· Partners with the Spirit – 1 Corinthians 6:11
· Practicing the Scripture – John 17: 14-17

3.  THE CATHOLIC ONES
“…that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing,”
 	        										Ephesians 5:27a
			
· One Body – 1 Corinthians 12:12-14,27
· One Belief – Ephesians 4:4-6
· One Boldness – Matthew 16:19

CONCLUSION
When we confess, ‘”I believe in the holy catholic Church,” we are declaring far more than belief in an institution. We are confessing that Jesus Christ has called out a people for Himself— a redeemed people, a sanctified people, and a united people.
And this means we leave behind unbiblical community— the idea that faith is merely private, that Christianity can thrive in isolation. We are the holy, catholic church, not because we are alike in personality, background, politics, or preference— but because we have been redeemed by the same Savior.
So we must ask ourselves: Am I truly living as part of Christ’s Church…or simply attending? Am I contributing to biblical community… or consuming it?  Am I becoming more Christlike…or just marking time?
