Study Guide — “Back Where It Began”
John 21:1-14
Big Idea: Jesus meets us where we return, restores what we'’ve broken, and calls us
forward into a life shaped by His provision, His power, and His presence.

1. Partake the Word (Receive & Reflect)
Read John 21:1-14

Key Greek Words
e @avepow (phanerod) — “to reveal, make visible, make known” (v.1)
o [BaAere (balete) — “cast” or “throw” as a command (v.6)
e avOpakia (anthrakia) — “charcoal fire” (v.9)
e diktuov (diktyon) — “net” (v.11)
e daploTdw (aristad) — “to eat breakfast/morning meal” (v.12)

Reflective Questions
1. What part of this passage stands out to you most emotionally?

2. Why do you think the disciples returned to fishing?

3. What does Jesus’ tone and posture toward the disciples reveal about His
character?

4. How does this chapter reveal both the humanity of the disciples and the divinity
of Christ?




2. Probe the Word (Study & Examine)

I. The Appearing — John 21:1-8
Jesus reveals Himself in the middle of ordinary life.

Discussion
The disciples were in Galilee because Jesus told them to go there (Matthew 28:10). Yet
while waiting, they returned to fishing—the familiar rhythms of their former life.

Jesus “revealed Himself’ (pavepow — phanerod). This was not merely physical
visibility; it was spiritual unveiling.

Questions
1. Why is obedience often required before clarity?

2. What “boats” are believers tempted to remain in instead of moving toward Jesus?

3. Why did John recognize Jesus before Peter acted?

4. How does familiarity with Scripture help us recognize Christ’s voice today?

Cross References
e Luke 5:1-11
e John 10:27
e Hebrews 12:1-2



Il. The Abundance — John 21:9-11
Jesus restores through provision and participation.

Discussion

The charcoal fire (dvBpakia — anthrakia) intentionally mirrors Peter’s denial scene in
John 18. Jesus is recreating the environment of Peter’s failure—not to condemn him,
but to restore him.

Jesus already had fish prepared before they arrived. Their catch was participation, not
provision.

Questions
1. Why is it difficult to trust Jesus as Provider?

2. What does this passage teach about grace versus striving?

3. Why does Jesus invite the disciples to participate in work He could do without
them?

4. How does the unbroken net symbolize Christ’s sustaining power?

Cross References
e Genesis 2:15
e Psalm 23:1
e Philippians 4:19
e Ephesians 2:8-10



lll. The Awakening — John 21:12-14
Resurrection life transforms ordinary life.

Discussion
Jesus invites them to breakfast (dpiordw — aristad). The resurrected Christ sanctifies
ordinary rhythms of life through His presence.

This is Eden language restored:
e Fellowship with God
e Provision from God
e Purpose through God

Questions
1. Why do we often separate “spiritual life” from ordinary life?

2. How can work become worship again?

3. What areas of your life need resurrection renewal?

4. How does the reality of the resurrection reshape daily living?

Cross References
e Colossians 3:17
e 1 Corinthians 10:31
e Romans 8:11
e Revelation 21:3-5



3. Practice the Word (Live It Out)

Personal Application

This week:

Spend time identifying where you’ve been relying on yourself instead of Christ.
Invite Jesus into one ordinary area of life you’ve kept disconnected from worship.
Practice listening for His voice through Scripture before making major decisions.
Thank Him daily for His provision instead of obsessing over your limitations.

Action Questions
1. What empty net in your life is revealing dependence on self?

2. Where might Jesus be inviting you to trust His voice again?

3. What would it look like to turn your work into worship this week?

4. Pray & Praise Him (Depend & Worship)

Praise

Praise Jesus because:

He pursues wandering people.

He restores failures.

He provides abundantly.

He transforms ordinary life through His presence.
He is alive.

Prayer Focus
e Ask the Lord to restore areas of exhaustion and striving.
e Pray for spiritual sensitivity to recognize His voice.
e Thank Him for meeting you in ordinary places.
e Surrender your work, routines, and relationships back to Him as worship.



