Prelude – The Gift of Love					  	   	Loretta Ellis

Words of Welcome

╬ Call to Worship
	We gather as those who are not alone,  
	but held together in the love of God. 
	We are not defined by fear or failure,
	but renewed by grace and truth. 
	We are not without purpose or hope, 
	but called to serve and sent in love. 
	Come, let us worship the One who makes us new. 
	We come to praise God with grateful hearts. Amen!     	

╬ Passing the Peace  
All may greet one another in the name of the Lord.  
╬ How Firm A Foundation						           	№ 529
[bookmark: _Hlk86831070]Joys & Concerns
Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Children’s Time

╬ Prayer for Illumination
	Gracious God, we are not left in darkness, but are given your Word as 	light. Open our hearts and minds, that we may not be shaped by the world, 	but transformed by your truth. By your Spirit, help us to hear, to 	understand, and to live your Word; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Scripture: Acts 9:20 - 30

╬ Gloria Patri 						             	 № 70

Sermon: These Things I Know – “What Christians Are Not” 

Moments of Reflection

╬ Through it All								№ 507(twice)

Tithes and Offerings     
Offertory –	Blessed Assurance				     		Loretta Ellis
╬ Doxology 									 № 95

╬ Prayer of Dedication
	Gracious God, we are not our own, but yours.
	We are not shaped by fear or anxiety, but by your grace and peace.
	Receive these gifts we offer, and use them for your purposes.
	Make us not self-giving, but generous; not divided, but united in love.
	We pray this in the name of Christ, Amen.
		
╬ Take My Life and Let It Be	 			                       № 399
		
╬ Connections   

╬ Benediction  
	Go forth as those who are not bound by fear or conformed to the world, but 	renewed by the grace of God. 
	We go in peace to live as Christ’s people—united in love, freed for 	service, and filled with hope. Amen.  


Postlude –	Since Jesus Came into my Heart           		   	Loretta Ellis 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS – WEEK OF May 10th - May 16th			       
[bookmark: _Hlk106266711]Today 			9:30 am		Sunday Worship 
						HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY
						Pregnancy Center Baby Bottle Donation	
May 11th	 	7:00 am		UMM Breakfast at Calvary Life Center
			4:45 pm		Boot Camp at Calvary Life Center
May 12th 	8 am & 4:45 pm	Boot Camp at Calvary Life Center	
6:30 pm		Boy Scouts at Calvary Life Center
May 13th	8am & 4:45pm 	Boot Camp at Calvary Life Center 	
	6:30 pm		Cub Scouts 
May 14th	   	8am & 4:45pm	Boot Camp at Calvary Life Center
			1:00 pm		Prayer Shawls at Wesley UMC
			4:00 pm		TOPS at Calvary Life Center
			5:30 pm		UWF at Wesley UMC		
May 15th	       	8:00 am		Boot Camp at Calvary Life Center		
			All Day		Offices Closed   
May 16th	      2:00pm – 5:00pm		Birthday Open House at Calvary Life Center						Happy Birthday Arvin Clemans

OUR PRAYERS AND THOUGHTS
Please be in prayer for: Elsmore UMC. Pastor Ralph Peters. New Albany UMC. Laity.
Continuing Prayers: Lori Ensminger, Spencer & Helen Ambler, Fred Church, Debbie Spait,  Susan Catron, Chris Callier, Beverly Franklin, Terry & Sandy Rodgers, Jerry Smith, David  Wichman, Sandy Wolf - Buche, Vernon Miller, Maria (infant great-granddaughter of Larry & Pam Hart), Vic Edwards (Son-in-Law of Marvin & Donna Valentine), Craig Sargeant (Brenda Sargeant’s Son), Jack Stanley, Linda Johnson, Jeff Jackson (Norma Jackson’s Son), Matt Schwenk (Karen Lee’s Son-in-law), Penny Miller (Joann Miller’s Daughter), Judy Baker, Becky Rourk, Donna Beebe.
Care Home Residents: Baldwin Rehab: Cheryl Moyer. Greystone: Barbara Letsinger, Kathleen Sinclair, Dianna Cuppy, Eleanor Ross, Lois Bradford, Deanna Buche- Wright.  Oswego Health & Rehab: Lois Kerns, Pittsburg Health & Rehabilitation: Jan Powell Credo Senior Living: Ken Groves. Dignity Care Home: Joann Maxwell Heartland: Jean Roberts. 
Hometouch: Debbi Sebbert, Don & Frances Wiles, Betty & Jerry Skidmore.

Pastor Owen is available by phone (620.228.1976), text, or email
      (iolawesleypastor@gmail.com) Monday - Thursday during his office hours 9:00 - 3:30. After 
    hours, for emergency only. All prayer requests should be submitted to the church office by phone at 620.365.2285 or by email  iolawesley@gmail.com    
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20and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21 All who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those who invoked this name? And has he not come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?” 22 Saul became increasingly more powerful and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus[a] was the Messiah.[b]
Saul Escapes from the Jews
23 After some time had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, 24 but their plot became known to Saul. They were watching the gates day and night so that they might kill him, 25 but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall,[c] lowering him in a basket.
26 When he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples, and they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him, brought him to the apostles, and described for them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had spoken boldly in the name of Jesus. 28 So he went in and out among them in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 He spoke and argued with the Hellenists, but they were attempting to kill him. 30 When the brothers and sisters learned of it, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.
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