Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL

Sixth Sunday of Easter J L
May 10, 2026
Welcome — Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in

the pews. \ K

Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever. &
C Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Please keep silent for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: As forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and peace with one
another.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And Also with you.

P Let us share that peace with one another.




Hymn: “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” Red Book #365
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1 Je - sus Christ is ris’n to - day, Al - le - lu - ia!
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 But the pains which he en - dured, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al - le - lu - ia!
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our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al - le - Ilu - ia!
un - to Christ, our heav’'n-ly Kking, Al - le - lu - ia!
our sal - va - tion have pro - cured; Al - le - lu - ia!
praise € - ter - nal as  his love; Al - le - lu - ia!
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who did once up - on the cross, Al - le - lu - ia!
who en-dured the cross and grave, Al - le - lu - ia!
now a - bove the sky he’s king, Al - le - u - ia!
praise him, all you heav'n-ly host, Al - le - Iu - ia!
Q 1 i — I J_. - = -
suf - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - lu - 1ia!
sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - lu - ia!
where the an-gels ev - er sing. Al - le - lu - ia!
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. Al - le - lu - 1ia!

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4
Music: EASTER HYMN, J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you. Faith Lutheran Church
2206 Washington Rd,
Washington, IL 61571
Website and online worship:
www_shareourfaith.org
Church: 309-745-9306
faithlth @shareourfaith.org
Pastor Mike Rahlf

Home: 563-495-3485
pastor@shareourfaith org
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the

Lord. Lord,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A -




Hymn of Praise

Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le -lu-1a, al-le - lu - 1a. 1 Wor -thy 1s Christ, the Lamb
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
Refrain
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al-le -lu-1a, al-le - lu - 1a. 3Sing with all the peo - ple of
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a

O

- tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A -  men.
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slain has be - gun  his reign. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Al-le -lu - 1a, al-le-lu-1a al -le - lu - ia.



P The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

Will you pray with me?

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on
earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to
all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

First Reading — Acts 17:22-31 Pew Bible #898

22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely
spiritual you are in every way. 23 For as [ went through the city and looked
carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the
inscription, ‘To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I
proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is
Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25 nor is
he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to
all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made all peoples
to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the
boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would search for
God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is not far
from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even
some of your own poets have said, ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’29 “Since we are
God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver or stone,
an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While God has
overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the
world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has
given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God




Psalm 66: 8-20

8 Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard.

? Our God has kept us among the living and has not allowed our feet to slip.
0For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us just as silver is tried.

'You brought us into the net; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.

12You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, but you
brought us out into a place of refreshment.

BT will enter your house with burnt offerings and will pay you my vows—

4 those that I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in
trouble.

5T will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams; I will give
you oxen and goats.

16 Come and listen, all you who believe, and I will tell you what God has done for
me.

171 called out to God with my mouth, and praised the Lord with my tongue.
B1f1 had cherished evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard me;

P but in truth God has heard me and has attended to the sound of my prayer.
20 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, nor withheld unfailing love
from me.

Second Reading — 1 Peter 3: 13-22 Pew Bible #988

213 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? ' But even if you
do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and
do not be intimidated, '° but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be
ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for
the hope that is in you, '® yet do it with gentleness and respect. Maintain a good
conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good
conduct in Christ may be put to shame. !” For it is better to suffer for doing good, if
suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. '* For Christ also
suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, !° in which
also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 2 who in former
times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the
building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, were saved through

water. 2! And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of
dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, >> who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of
God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God
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words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-1lu - 1a. Al-le-1lu - ia.

Gospel Reading — John 14:15-21 Pew Bible #873
C Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said to the disciples:] !° “If you love me, you will keep my

commandments. ' And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, to be with you forever. !7 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him because
he abides with you, and he will be in you. '* “I will not leave you orphaned; I am
coming to you. '? In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see
me; because I live, you also will live. 2° On that day you will know that I am in my
Father, and you in me, and I in you. 2! They who have my commandments and
keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be loved by my
Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”

C Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon: Pastor Mike Rahlf




Sermon Hymn: “Jesus Loves Me!” Red Book #595
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1 Je-sus loves me! this I know, for the Bi- ble tells me so;
2 Je-sus loves me! he who died heav - en’s gates to 0o - pen wide;
3 Je-sus loves me! he will stay close be - side me all  the way;
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lit - tle ones to him be-long, they are weak, but he is strong.

he will wash a - way my sin, let his lit - tle child come in.
when at last [ come to die, he will take me home on high.
Refrain
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Yes, Je - sus loves me, yes, Je - sus loves me,
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yes, Je - sus loves me, the Bi - ble tells me SO.

Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.
Music: JESUS LOVES ME, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868

Apostles’ Creed

C: Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.*On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.




Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Merciful God,” please
respond, “receive our prayer.”

Offering: Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit ourselves to God
and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord.

Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the website . .E
with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during communion. }ﬁ;":

Ol

Faith Lutheran website
link

Offering Prayer
P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest
is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our
labor, that we may work for the good of all, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. W

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... with the church on earth and the

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho - 1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed s he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy Communion
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

C The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion Distribution




Communion Hymn: “Children of the Heavenly Father” Red Book #781
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Tryg - ga - re kan ing-en va-ra dn Guds lil - la bar - na-ska - ra,
I Chil - dren of the heav'n-ly Fa-ther safe-ly in his bo - som gath - er;
2 God  his own doth tend and nour-ish, in his ho - ly courts they flour - ish.
3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er from the Lord his chil-dren sev - er;
4 Though he giv-eth or he tak-eth, God his chil-dren ne’er for - sak - eth;
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stjdr-nan ej pd him-la - fds - tet, fa-geln ej i kin-da nds - tet.
nest - ling bird nor star in heav - en such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
From all e - vil things he spares them,in his might-y arms he bears them.

un - to them his grace he show - eth, and their sor-rows all

his the lov-ing pur-pose sole - ly to pre-serve them pure and ho

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Music: TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA, Swedish folk tune
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Communion Hymn: “Let Us Break Bread Together” Red Book #471

Communion Prayer

he know - eth.

- ly.

P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the
world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

Announcements

Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen



Hymn: “O Zion, Haste” Red Book #668
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1 O Zi - on, haste, your mis - sion high ful - fill - ing,
2 Pub - lish to ev - ry peo - ple, tongue,and na - tion
3 He comes a - gain! O Zi- on, ere you meet  him,
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to tell to all the world that God s light;
that God, in whom they live and move, is love;
make  known to ev - ry heart his  sav - ing grace;
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that he  who made all na - tions is not will - ing
tell how  he stooped to save his lost cre - a - tion
let none whom he has ran - somed fail to greet him,
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one soul should per - ish, lost in shades of night.
and died on earth  that we might live a - bove.
through your ne - glect, un - fit to see his face.
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Pub - lish glad td - ings, tid - ings of  peace,
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tid - 1ings of Je - sus, re - demp-tion, and re - lease.

Text: Mary A. Thomson, 1834-1923

Music: ANGELIC SONGS, James Walch, 1837-1901

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C Thanks be to God!
Postlude

Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #236



