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What’s the Catch?
By Pastor Donald Neidigk
John 14:15-21
Series A, Easter 6, May 10, 2026
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” John 14:15
	I’m a hat guy, not baseball caps, but real hats; fedora hats, cowboy hats, Indiana Jones hats.  So when I saw an ad on Face Book for a free new Stetson, I was interested.  I just had to pass a simple test.  Well, I passed the test!  Then I was prompted to click on a box to learn how I could get my free Stetson.  That’s where I found the catch.  I had to provide all sorts of personal information.  I was suspicious it was just a way to rip me off, so I closed that window and didn’t look back.
	In the Gospel lesson for today, Jesus makes all sorts of promises to Christians. But there’s a catch. It’s no big secret. In fact, Jesus tells us what the catch is twice, right at the beginning of the lesson, and then again right at the end.  We’ll look at the catch first, then we’ll look at the promises.  So what’s the catch?  It’s the theme verse. Here it is again: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” (John 14:15)
	Of course, we love Jesus!  What Christian doesn’t?  But what does it mean to love Jesus? To love Jesus means to keep his commandments. That’s the objective test.  The next obvious question is, “What are Jesus’ commandments?”  If you page through the Gospels, you can find them. You can probably list them as well as I can.  Here are a few of them:
"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind." (Matthew 22:37) 
"Love your neighbor as yourself." (Matthew 22:39) 
“In everything, do to others what you would have them do to you."   (Matthew 7:12)
"Go…and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of    the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." (Matthew 28:19)
“Forgive other people when they sin against you.” (Matthew 6:14)
"Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant."     (Matthew 20:26) 

So basically, Jesus is saying if these are the desires of your heart, than you truly love him.  You’re a real disciple of Jesus.  That doesn’t mean all these values perfectly describe you. They won’t.  In this life we’re still sinners, but because we are forgiven sinners, this is the kind of person we want to be. If that’s you, then what follows in today’s lesson are promises from Jesus you can rely on.  I find at least four promises here to people who love Jesus.
The first promise to those who love him is a Helper.  Jesus says, “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper. . . .” (v 16)  He’s also called “the Spirit of truth.”   In Greek, he’s the Paraclete.  That’s a military term.  In the Roman army, if a soldier got in trouble on the battlefield, he’d call out to his “paraclete,” his buddy, who would come and help him out of his jam.  If you love Jesus, the Holy Spirit is sent from God the Father at Jesus’ request to help you.  He’s your ever-present Helper.
How does he help you?  He helps you with comfort and consolation when you’re hurting or grieving.  He helps you discern the truth when you’re confused. He does that through the Bible, the Scriptures. If you want to know what the Spirit is telling you, Scripture is where you look. 
How long will the Spirit be with you?  Jesus says, “forever.” (v 16)  The Holy Spirit never leaves you.  Even if you have no family, you are never an orphan, because the Helper, the Holy Spirit, is with you. How do you know you have the Holy Spirit? Here’s how. Peter tells us, 
“Repent and be baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the promise of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38)
The second promise of Jesus to those who love him is life. Jesus says, “Because I live, you also will live.” (v 19)  I don’t think the disciples understood Jesus when he said this. Jesus says these things at the Last Supper.  The disciples are in denial that Jesus will have to die.  Judas is at the table, about to leave and betray Jesus.  Peter is saying though all fall away he never will. The air is heavy with grief that Jesus is leaving, that soon the world will no longer see him, that soon he’ll be dead.  
And then Jesus says, “Because I live, you also will live.”  What’s he talking about?  He’s saying that though he’s going to the cross, that’s not the end.  On Easter Sunday he’ll be alive again and his disciples will see him. If Jesus had not risen from the dead, the Gospel would be a false hope.  But because Jesus rose from the dead, all who love him and are baptized into him will live also, forever!   St. Paul says in Romans 6, 
 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:3-4)
Because Jesus lives, all who are baptized into him are promised new life beginning now.  And though our bodies die, that’s not the end. United with Jesus in baptism, we are assured of resurrection to eternal life with Jesus when he comes. How long do we wait?  In matters of eternity, it’s the twinkling of an eye. We close our eyes in death, and the next moment, we are living in a perfect new world with Jesus.
A third promise is that we will see Jesus. He tells us, “Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me.” (v 19) When I was a seminary student, I worked as a security guard in a mental hospital.  One night as I checked out the kitchen, I met another worker. We got into a conversation about Jesus and the Gospel.  I remember painting a beautiful word picture for him as I described Jesus and all he’d done to save us.  After I finished, do you know what my co-worker said?  He said, “Different strokes for different folks.”
No matter what I said, no matter how appealing I tried to make the good news of Jesus, my co-worker couldn’t see Jesus with the eyes of faith.  I could see Jesus. But he couldn’t.  That’s when I realized that “believing is seeing,” and not the other way around.  If you want to see Jesus, you believe in him, you trust him as your Savior, and then you will.  You’ll see him in your mind and heart now.  And someday, you’ll see him face to face. Whatever you’re going through now, it’ll all be worth it on that day.
A final promise of Jesus to those who love him is that you will be loved by the Father.  Now we’re back to where we started. Says Jesus, “Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him….” (v 21)
I guess you could call it a love triangle.  Jesus loves us. > We love Jesus. > The Father loves us. And not necessarily in that order, because no matter what order we put it in, it begins with God’s love. Says St. John, “In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” (1 John 4:10) That’s a promise you can bank on. All it takes is faith.  And God even gives you the faith! 
We pray: 
Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve,
Because Thy promise, I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.  Amen.
(From LSB # 570, by Charlotte Elliott, public domain)

Lectionary, Series A, Easter 6, May 10, 2026
Acts 17:16-31
16 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. 18 Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 19 And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 20 For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what these things mean.” 21 Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something new.
22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man,
 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 
28 for “‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, “‘For we are indeed his offspring.’
29 Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

1 Peter 3:13-22
13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil.
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which[b] he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20 because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.
John 14:15-21
15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.
18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.”

