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1. Obedience Sometimes Looks Like Waiting
Acts 1:1-11 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”
He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.
They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”








2. Waiting Is Where God Prepares You for Power
Acts 1:5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.

Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses…

Deuteronomy 8:2 …to humble and test them… to know what was in their heart.



They needed the Spirit









3. How You Wait Reveals What You Trust
Psalm 27:14 Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.

Isaiah 40:31 Those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength…
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Read Acts 1:1-11

1. Understanding the Passage

a. What is significant about Jesus telling the disciples to “wait”?


b. What stands out to you most in these verses?


c. Why is the Holy Spirit essential for the mission Jesus gives them?


2. Going Deeper

a. What fears might the disciples have felt after Jesus ascended?


b. What encouragement do you find in the promise that Jesus will return?


3. Personal Application

a. What makes it difficult to speak openly about your faith?


b. When have you experienced the Holy Spirit giving you strength, wisdom, or courage?


c. Who might be your “Jerusalem” — the people closest to you?


d. Who might represent “Samaria” in your life — people outside your comfort zone?


e. What would it look like for you to rely more on the Holy Spirit instead of your own abilities?


4. Challenge

What is one practical way each person can live as a witness for Jesus this week?


5. Closing Prayer 

Pray for: boldness to be witnesses, greater dependence on the Holy Spirit, patience in waiting on God, and hope in Jesus’ return.
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