May 10 — What Now?

The excitement of Easter is over, real life has set back in and now the disciples face
the truth that Jesus is leaving — not dying but leaving. So, what now? What were they
supposed to do? How do you move forward when your leader steps away? Join us
this weekend as we sit with the disciples as Jesus goes back to heaven and ask the
guestion — what now?
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Scripture:

| Peter 3:8-9, 13-16 2Finally, all of you should be of one mind. Sympathize with each other. Love each other as brothers
and sisters. Be tenderhearted, and keep a humble attitude. ®Don’t repay evil for evil. Don’t retaliate with insults when
people insult you. Instead, pay them back with a blessing. That is what God has called you to do, and he will grant you his
blessing.

13 Now, who will want to harm you if you are eager to do good? **But even if you suffer for doing what is right, God will
reward you for it. So don’t worry or be afraid of their threats. * Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And
if someone asks about your hope as a believer, always be ready to explain it. **But do this in a gentle and respectful
way. Keep your conscience clear. Then if people speak against you, they will be ashamed when they see what a good life
you live because you belong to Christ.

Acts1:3-14 3During the forty days after he suffered and died, he appeared to the apostles from time to time, and he proved
to them in many ways that he was actually alive. And he talked to them about the Kingdom of God. #Once when he was
eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as | told
you before. % John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

6So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and restore
our kingdom?” 7He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are not for you to
know. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people
about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

% After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and they could no longer see him. 1° As they
strained to see him rising into heaven, two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. 1 “Men of Galilee,” they said,
“why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but someday he will return
from heaven in the same way you saw him go!” 2 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, a
distance of half a mile. ¥ When they arrived, they went to the upstairs room of the house where they were staying. Here
are the names of those who were present: Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew, James
(son of Alphaeus), Simon (the zealot), and Judas (son of James). ¥ They all met together and were constantly united in
prayer, along with Mary the mother of Jesus, several other women, and the brothers of Jesus.

Questions:

e How do you view your faith life? Is it something you do sometimes? Is it the core of who you are? How do you live it?

e The disciples believed Jesus was coming back soon — in their lifetime. We live on the opposite end of that spectrum
living not really believing Jesus will come back during our lifetime. How do these differences play into how we view
our relationship with Jesus?

e If you were to take one step deeper into your relationship with Jesus — what might that look like for you? What keeps
you from taking that step? How might you go around that?

Reading for the Week:

Monday: Micah 6:8 Tuesday: Matthew 22:37-38 Wednesday: Colossians 3:23-24
Thursday: Romans 12:1-2 Friday: Psalm 138:1-8



