CASUAL SERVICE w/HOLY COMMUNION MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA
Saturday 5:30 p.m.

Date: 05/09/26 Season: EASTER é (WHITE)

PASTOR Rev. Orin W Cummings, PhD VICAR Abbey Knappman
ASSISTING Katie Dogwiler LECTOR Cathy Murrell
ORGANIST Marilyn Boston A/V Drew Bowman

DISTRIBUTION MINISTERS Vicar Abbey and Katie Dogwiler

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

TEMPLE TALK Elaine Novak

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God.

CALL TO WORSHIP

Alleluia!l Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Allelvia!

In celebration of our baptism, we worship

In the name of God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is fo come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named).
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.
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You guide us to springs of the water of life.

MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.
Fill us with the breath of peace.
Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN ELW 804
Come Down, O Love Divine
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I Come down.O Love di - vine: seck thou this soul of mine
2 Oh, let it free - ly burm, till world-ly pas - sions  turn
3 Let ho-1ly c¢har - I - tv mine out-ward ves - ture be,
4 And so the yearn - ing strong, with which the soul will  long,
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and vis - it it with thine own ar - dor glow - ing:
to dust and ash - es in its heat con - sum - ing:
and low - li - ness be - come mine in - ner cloth - ing—
shall far out-pass the powr of hu - man tell - ing:
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O Com-fort - er, draw  near; with - in my heart ap - pear
and let thy glo - rious light shine ev -er on my sight,
true low - li - ness of heart,  which takes the hum - bler part,
no  soul can guess Love’s grace till it  be-come the place
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and kin - dle it, thy ho - ly flame be - stow - ing.
and clothe me round, the while my path il - Jum - ing.
and o'er its own short - com-ings weeps with loath - ing.
where - in the Ho - ly Spir - it makes a dwell - ing.

Text: Bianco da Siena, d. 1434; tr. Rwhard F, Littledale, 18331890
Music: DOWN AMPNEY, Ralph Vaughan Williams, [872-1958
Music from The English Hymaal, outside the USA € Oxford University Press 1906, All rights reserved
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APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you alll.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on
earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all
the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
THE FIRST READING FROM ACTS 17:22-31

22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, | see how extremely
spiritual you are in every way. 2 For as | went through the city and looked
carefully at the objects of your worship, | found among them an altar with the
inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this |
proclaim to you. 2The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is
Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25 nor is
he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself
gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 2¢ From one ancestor he made
all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence
and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would
search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed
he is not far from each one of us. 2 For ‘In him we live and move and have our
being’; as even some of your own poets have said,

‘For we, too, are his offspring.’
29 “Since we are God'’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or
silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 3° While
God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all
people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will
have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and
of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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THE SECOND READING FROM 1 PETER 3:13-22

13Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 4But even if you
do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and
do not be intimidated, 5 but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be
ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting
for the hope that is in you, ¢ yet do it with gentleness and respect. Maintain a
good conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your
good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 7 For it is better to suffer for doing
good, if suffering should be God'’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. '8 For Christ
also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 17in
which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 22who in
former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah,
during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, were saved
through water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a
removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience,
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 2who has gone into heaven and is at the
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.
The Holy Gospel according to John the 14t Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 5 “If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. ¢ And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him
because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

18 “] will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. ?In a little while the world
will no longer see me, but you will see me; because | live, you also will live. 220n
that day you will know that | am in my Father, and you in me, and | in you. 2' They
who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me, and
those who love me will be loved by my Father, and | will love them and reveal
myself to them.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Orin W Cummings
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 735

Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth
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I Moth-er-ing God, you  gave me birth in  the bright
2 Moth-er-ing  Christ, you  took my form, of - fer - ing
3 Moth-er-ing  Spir - it nur - tring one, in arms of
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morn-ing  of this world. Cre -a - tor, source of ev - ry

me your food of light, grain. .. of life, and grape of
pa - tience hold me close, so that in faith I root  and
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breath, you are my rain, my wind, my  sun.
love, your ver -y bod - y for my  peace.
grow un - tl | flow’r, un - il I know.

Text: Jean Janzen, b. 1933; based on Julian of Norwich, ¢. 1342, 1413
Music: NORWICH, Carolyn Jennings, b. 1936

Text © 1991 Jean Janzen. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortness,
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APOSTLES’ CREED

With the whole church, let us affirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed:
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share a sign of God'’s peace with one another.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation, and open our hearts to God’s will.

A brief silence.

God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in relationship
with you and one another. Guide the church and its leaders to proclaim Christ’s
righteousness throughout the world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and young
animals, provide unpolluted habitats and clean water, and raise up stewards for
the environment. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and equity among
judges and lawyers, gentleness and courage among first responders, and peace
among leaders of towns and nations, especially in the Middle East, Asia, Africa,
Eastern Europe, and the Americas. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, shelter any who
are unhoused, feed those undernourished, and accompany and console all who
are lonely, bereaved, anxious, or ill especially Cody Stevenson, Susan Klockow,
Pam Bergin, Jennifer, Mr. Broussard, Lynn, Radar, Bridget, Cheryl Lundberg,
Gahan Fallone, Hudson Greer, Matthew Peterson, Allison Gregory, Edward
Dykman, Tommy Brewer, Sally McCarville, Terry Touhey, Linden Cummings,
Juanita Steinbaugh, Andrew Langr, Mark Krueger, Bob White, and Beverly
Carlson. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother hen cares for
her chicks, bless all who provide motherly care in our lives, and inspire us to care
for one another. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the example of
the faithful departed especially, Colleen Prosser, Lynda Minnick, Steve Moore,
Kevin Darr, Morgan Cummings, and Deloris Needham who clung to your
promises of life, forgiveness of sins, and salvation. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news

of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

DISTRIBUTION HYMN ELW 822
Oh, Sing to the Lord
Cantad al Sefior
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1 Can - tad  al Se itor un can - i - co nue - vo.
1 Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
2 For God is the Lord, and God has done  won - ders.
3 So dance for our God and blow all the trum - pets.
4 Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spir - it
5 For Je - sus s Lord! A - men! Al - le - Ju - ial
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Can - td al Se - hor un cin - 1 - co nue - vo.
Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new  song.
For God is  the Lord, and God has done won - ders.
So dance for our  God and blow all the  trum - pets.
Oh, shout to our  God, who gave us the  Spir - it
For Je - sus s Lord! A - men! Al - le - lu - ial
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Can - tad  al Se nor un can - 1 - co nue - vo.
Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
For God is the Lord, and God has done won - ders.
So dance for our God and blow all the trum - pets.
Oh, shout to our  God, who gave us  the Spir - it
For Je - sus s Lord! A - men! Al -le - lu - ial
% - —— e 1
e —ta—J 1]
jCan - 1ad al Se nor, can - twd  al Se - ior!
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to  our God.
Oh, sing to  our God, oh, sing to  our God.
Oh, sing to  our God, oh, sing to our God.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to  our God.
Oh, sing to  our God, oh, sing to our God.
‘Text: Brazilian folk song: tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b, 1923, Spanish and English
Music: CANTAD AL SENOR, Brazilian folk tune
Spanish and English text © Gerhard Cartford, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

ELW 656

Blest Be the Tie That Binds
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I Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Chris-tian love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther's throne we pour our ar - dent prayers:
3 We share our mu - tal woes, our mu - tual bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we  shall be free;
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the u - ni-ty of heart and
our fears, our hopes,our aims are

and of - ten for ecach oth - er

and per - fect love and friend-ship

Text: John Fawcett, 17401817, alt
Music: DENNIS, Johann G, Nigeli, 1773-1836, adapt.

TABLE BLESSING

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Holy One,

| S
mind is like to that a- bove.
one, our com-forts and our cares.
flows the sym - pa - thiz-ing tear.

reign through all e - ter - m - ty.

through this meal you have made your home among us

and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,
Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Pastor/Assisting Minister/Lector/Vicar/Cantor/Congregation

pg. 10



CASUAL SERVICE w/HOLY COMMUNION MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

Saturday 5:30 p.m.
SENDING HYMN ELW 668

O Zion, Haste
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1 O Zi - on, haste, your mis - sion high ful - fill - ing,
2 Pub - lish to ev - ‘ry peo - ple, tongue,and na - tion
3 He comes a - gain! O Zi-on ere you meet him,
0 1 . i
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to tell  to all the world that God is light;
that God, in whom they live and move, is love;
make  known to ev - 'ry heart his sav - ing grace;
P ; Ene=—
LS S T N R .
§ o
that he  who made all  na-tions is not will - ing
tell how he stooped to save his Jost cre - a - tion
let none whom he has  ran-somed fail to greet  him,
e J : —
= — =
one soul should per - ish, lost in shades of night.
and died on  earth that we might live a - bove.
through your ne - glect, un - fit to see his face.
Refram
%T.b == —— ©
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§ — :
Pub - lish glad tid - ings, nd - ings of  peace,
l 4 -
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id - ings of Je - sus, re - demp-tion, and re - lease.

Text: Mary A. Thomson, [834-1923
Music: ANGELIC SONGS, James Walch, 18371901
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MISSION STATEMENT

Guided by the Gospel, we:

Welcome all to worship;

Make disciples;

Hunger for ministry;

Nurture youth;

Gather resources for growing ministries;
Offer healing and care to all in need.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

OFFERING
(Please place gifts in the plates as you leave)

POSTLUDE
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