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Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

“Nourishing faith and community.”  



Prelude 

Words of Welcome (Please stand as clergy enters) 

The Gathering of the Community 

 

Musical opening: CP417 Let’s Sing unto the Lord 
(Text: Carlos Rosas; End. tr. Roberto Excamilla, Elise Eslinger, and George 

Lockwood; Music: Melody Carlos Rosas ; acc. Melva Treffinger Graham.)     

 

Let’s sing unto the Lord  

a hymn of glad rejoicing. 

Let’s sing a hymn of love,  

joining hearts and happy voices. 

God made the sky above,  

the stars, the sun, the oceans. 

Their goodness does proclaim  

the glory of God’s name. 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Let’s sing unto the Lord. Alleluia! 

 

Let’s sing unto the Lord 

a hymn of adoration, 

expressing unto the Lord 

our songs of faith and hope. 

Creation’s broad display 

proclaims the work of grandeur, 

the boundless love of one 

who blesses us with beauty.   

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Let’s sing unto the Lord. Alleluia! X2 



Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

 

May his grace and peace be with you.  

May he fill our hearts with joy.  

 

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

He gave us new life and hope by raising Jesus 

from the dead.  

 

Rejoice, then, even in your distress.  

We shall be counted worthy when Christ 

appears.  

 

God has claimed us as his own.  

He called us from our darkness into the light of 

his day.  

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Gloria (sung) 
(music: Mass of Christ the Savior Dan Schutte Oregon: Catholic Press 2009 

One Licence) 

 

Glory to God, Glory to God, 

Glory to God in the highest 

And on earth, peace on earth 

Peace to people of goodwill. 

 

We praise you, we bless You 



We adore you, we glorify You 

We give you thanks, 

For your great glory.   

Lord God heavenly King, 

O God Almighty Father. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Begotten Son. 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father. 

You take away the sin of the world, 

Have mercy on us. 

You take away the sin of the world, 

Receive our prayer. 

You are seated at the right hand 

The right hand of the Father 

Have mercy on us. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One 

You alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the most High,   

Jesus Christ. 

With the Holy Spirit, in the glory 

Of God the Father. 

 

 

Glory to God, Glory to God, 

Glory to God in the highest 

And on earth, peace on earth 

Peace to people of good will. 

 

Amen, Amen. 



Let us pray,  

Merciful God, you have prepared for those 

who love you riches beyond imagination. Pour into 

our hearts such love toward you, that we, loving 

you above all things, may obtain your promises, 

which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Proclamation of the Word  

 

First Reading: Acts 17:22-31 

 

A reading from the book of Acts.  

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus 

and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious 

you are in every way. For as I went through the city 

and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, 

I found among them an altar with the inscription, 

“To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship 

as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who 

made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord 

of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made 

by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, 

as though he needed anything, since he himself 

gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 

From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit 

the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their 



existence and the boundaries of the places where 

they would live, so that they would search for God 

and perhaps grope for him and find him—though 

indeed he is not far from each one of us. For “In 

him we live and move and have our being”; as even 

some of your own poets have said,  

“For we too are his offspring.”  

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to 

think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, 

an image formed by the art and imagination of 

mortals. While God has overlooked the times of 

human ignorance, now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on 

which he will have the world judged in 

righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, 

and of this he has given assurance to all by raising 

him from the dead.’ 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 66: 7-18 

 

Bless our God, O peoples, 

let the sound of his praise be heard, 

who has kept us among the living, 

and has not let our feet slip. 

For you, O God, have tested us; 



you have tried us as silver is tried. 

You brought us into the net; 

you laid burdens on our backs; 

you let people ride over our heads; 

we went through fire and through water; 

yet you have brought us out to a spacious place. 
  

I will come into your house with burnt-offerings; 

I will pay you my vows, 

those that my lips uttered 

and my mouth promised when I was in trouble. 

I will offer to you burnt-offerings of fatlings, 

with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams; 

I will make an offering of bulls and goats.       
  

Come and hear, all you who fear God, 

and I will tell what he has done for me. 

I cried aloud to him, 

and he was extolled with my tongue. 

If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, 

the Lord would not have listened. 

But truly God has listened; 

he has given heed to the words of my prayer. 
  

Blessed be God, 

because he has not rejected my prayer 

or removed his steadfast love from me. 

 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22 

 

A reading from the first letter of Peter. 



Now who will harm you if you are eager to do 

what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing 

what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what 

they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your 

hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to 

make your defence to anyone who demands from 

you an account of the hope that is in you; yet do it 

with gentleness and reverence. Keep your 

conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, 

those who abuse you for your good conduct in 

Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer 

for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, 

than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also 

suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was 

put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 

spirit, in which also he went and made a 

proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former 

times did not obey, when God waited patiently in 

the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in 

which a few, that is, eight people, were saved 

through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, 

now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the 

body, but as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right 

hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 

made subject to him. 



Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Hymn: CP649 Breathe on me Breath of God 
(Text: St Athenogenes 296 ad. Music; Stacy Plays Hymns 2025. Used by 

permission as stated on website stacyplayshymns.com) 
 

Breathe on me, breath of God;  

fill me with life anew,  

that I may love what thou dost love,  

and do what thou wouldst do. 
 

Breathe on me, breath of God,  

until my heart is pure, 

until my will is one with thine 

to do and to endure. 
 

Breathe on me, breath of God, 

till I am wholly thine,  

until this earthly part of me  

glows with thy fire divine. 
 

Breathe on me, breath of God: 

so shall I never die, 

but live with thee the perfect life 

of thine eternity. 

 

Gospel Reading: John 14:15-21 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 



 

The Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ according 

to John. 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 

‘If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he 

will give you another Advocate, to be with you for 

ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 

knows him. You know him, because he abides with 

you, and he will be in you.  

‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming 

to you. In a little while the world will no longer see 

me, but you will see me; because I live, you also 

will live. On that day you will know that I am in my 

Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have 

my commandments and keep them are those who 

love me; and those who love me will be loved by my 

Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to 

them.’ 

 

The Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Celtic Alleluia (sung) 
(Fintan O’Caroll and Chris Walker OCP Publications One License) 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 



Sermon The Rev. Gail Rodger 

 

Musical Moment for Reflection 

Announcements 

 
(Please stand) 

Apostles’ Creed 

Let us confess the faith of our baptism as we say 

 

I believe in God, The Father almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried. He descended to the dead. On the 

third day he rose again. He ascended into 

heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again to judge the living 

and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

Prayers of the People 

 

 



The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you.  

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Preparation of the Gifts 

 

Hymn: Ten Thousand Reasons 
(Music and Text: Matt Redman; One license) 
  

Refrain:  

Bless the Lord oh my soul  

Oh my soul  

Worship God’s Holy name  

Sing like never before  

Oh my soul  

I'll worship Your Holy name  

  

The sun comes up. It's a new day dawning.  

It's time to sing Your song again.   

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me  

Let me be singing when the evening comes. Refrain  

 

You're rich in love and you're slow to anger.  

Your name is great and your heart is kind.  

For all your goodness, I will keep on singing.  

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find: Refrain  

 



And on that day when my strength is failing.  

The end draws near and my time has come.  

Still my soul will sing Your praise unending  

Ten thousand years and then forevermore: Refrain  

 

Prayer over the Gifts 

 

God of glory, accept all we offer you this day, and 

bring us to that eternal city of love and light, where 

Christ is King. We ask this in his name. Amen. 
 

(Our offering plate is not passed through the pews nor placed on 

the altar.  Instead it symbolically resides by the font near the back 

of the church, a calling to all the baptized to be part of the 

kingdom in the practice of committed giving. If you would like to 

donate but missed the offering plate on your way in, 

it remains available briefly after the service.)  
 

Eucharistic Prayer (Please stand) 
(Eucharistic prayer #3 using musical setting CP 719- 721 The Great 

Thanksgiving 1) 

 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven 

and earth; we give you thanks and praise for the 

glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our 



Lord; for he is the true paschal lamb who has taken 

away the sin of the world. By his death he 

destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he 

has won for us eternal life. Therefore, joining our 

voices with the whole company of heaven, we raise 

our joyful hymn of praise to proclaim the glory of 

your name. 
 

(sung) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is the one who comes,  

in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love you have made known to 

us in creation;  

in calling Israel to be your people;  

in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 

above all  

in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son.  

For in these last days you sent him  

to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.  

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made 

us worthy to stand before you.  

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth,  



out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and 

death, a death he freely accepted,  

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you,  

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 

“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he 

had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new 

covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 

this for the remembrance of me.”  

 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith  

(sung) 

Christ has died  

Christ is risen,  

Christ will come again;   

 

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine.  

 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy 

Spirit upon these gifts, that they may be the 

sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the 



new covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 

that we, made acceptable in him, may be sanctified 

by the Holy Spirit.  

 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, 

and make them new, and bring us to that city of 

light where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 

creation, the head of the Church, and the author of 

our salvation; by whom, and with whom, and in 

whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour 

and glory are yours, almighty God, now and for 

ever.  

(sung) Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (sung) 
(Langdon VU960) 

 

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we 

are bold to sing,  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen.   

 



The Breaking of the Bread 

 

Lord we died with you on the cross, 

Now we are raised to new life. 

 

We were buried in your tomb. 

Now we share in your resurrection. 

Live in us, that we may live in you. 

 

The table of love is offered for all people.  It is 

Christ who invites us to meet love incarnate here, 

and all are welcome.   

 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Communion 
(Communion is offered at three locations in the following order: 

station one is at the back of the church near the candles for those 

who prefer to stand and/or are physically challenged by steps 

without railings; station two, brought to the pew; station three: at 

the altar rail)  

 

Instrumental musical selections are played during 

communion 

 

Prayer after Communion (please stand) 

 

Let us pray, 

Father, you restored us to life by raising your Son 

from death. May we who receive this sacrament 



always be strengthened to do your will, in the name 

of Jesus Christ the risen Lord. Amen. 

 

Doxology 

 

Glory to God,  

whose power, working in us, can do infinitely 

more than we can ask or imagine.  

Glory to God from generation to generation, in 

the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and 

ever. Amen.  

 

The Blessing 

 

The blessing of the Holy Trinity; the loving 

Creator, who is the source of all being, of Jesus 

Christ who is the love incarnate in the world, and 

the ever present Holy Spirit, hold you and surround 

you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Musical Sending: CP418 Draw the Circle Wide 

(Text and Music: Gordon Light (1944– ).)    

 

Refrain: 

Draw the circle wide.  

Draw it wider still. 

Let this be our song,  

no one stands alone, 

standing side by side, 

draw the circle wide. 



 

God the still point of the circle, 

‘round whom all creation turns; 

nothing lost, but held forever, 

in God’s gracious arms. Refrain 

 

Let our hearts touch far horizons, 

so encompass great and small; 

let our loving know no borders, 

faithful to God’s call. Refrain 

 

Let the dreams we dream be larger, 

than we’ve ever dreamed before; 

let the dream of Christ be in us, 

open every door. Refrain 

 

Dismissal 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia!  

 

Postlude 

 
 
  



Weekly Cycles of Prayer 

In the world wide communion, we pray for The 

Anglican Church of Australia; for our Primate, Bishop 

Shane Parker; for Chris Harper, the National Indigenous 

Archbishop; Bishop Ordinary to the Canadian Armed 

Forces, The Right Rev. Scott McCaig; for our own 

bishop, Anna Greenwood-Lee, and for the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of Canada.   

In our region, we pray for The Abbey Church, 

The Rev. Matthew W. Humphrey. 

In our parish we pray for:  Ann & Ned Easton, 

Victor Flett Sr., Victor Flett Jr., Sandra Flynn, Pat Fraser, 

Gail Gill, Elaine & Al Hay, and Karen Hogg & Ross 

Benton. 

In our community we pray for the Victoria Native 

Friendship Centre.  For the month of May, we pray for 

the ministry of St. Peter & St. Paul to Selkirk Seniors 

Village. 
 

 
  



This past week marked a new remembrance and 

old remembrance.   

  

Red Dress Day is held every year on May 5th 

in Canada. It is a national day of remembrance for 

the Missing and Murdered Indigenous 

Women, Girls and Two-Spirited People 

(MMIWG2S+). To honor those who have been lost, 

we hang red dresses in trees, on front porches or in 

windows or wear red dress pins.  

We remember those Missing and Murdered Women 

and Girls and Two Spirited People who suffered. 

We take time to remember they are Our Relations, 

as all creation is related. We remember their family 

members and friends and the heaviness of loss and 

grief that they have carried for so many years.  

 

May 8th, 1945, marked the end of five years 

and eight months of conflict in Europe, part of the 

most brutal and bloody war in human history.  

The unconditional surrender of Nazi Germany saw 

the end of a legacy of unimaginable suffering - 

millions of soldiers and civilians killed, cities laid 

waste and the mass extermination of 6 million 

Jews, condemned under Adolf Hitler’s “final 

solution”.  

In Canada over one million served - one in 

every eleven citizens. Tragically 44,090 would 

never return home. Another 55,000 would come 

home maimed by wounds and an untold number 



would also bear deep emotional scars until the day 

they died.  

Canada entered into a new era after May 8th, 

1945.  Happiness returned to the nation but it is a 

happiness forever tinged with pain and sadness 

etched by the memories of faraway places called 

the North Atlantic Run, Normandy, Dieppe, the 

Ruhr Valley or Ortona.  

  
A Prayer for True Peace,  

Almighty God from whom true peace comes, 

open our minds and hearts to a true love of peace. 

Guide those who are in authority to listen well to 

your wisdom, to work only for justice and charity, 

which is the only true path to peace in the world. 

May your kingdom come so that the earth will be 

filled with your knowledge and your love and your 

peace. Amen.  
  



Welcome to all those visiting us at 
St. Peter and St. Paul. 

 

We welcome saints, seekers and sinners as we live 
into a life in Christ, learning about and from one 

another as we worship God together.  Christ binds us 

together in love through our diversity.  If you are 
comfortable, please give us your name and address 
so we can add you to our weekly prayer list.  We are 

looking forward to getting to know you better. 
 

Washrooms are found in the hall, up the stairs, on 

the right. 

 

Territorial Acknowledgement 

 

We worship on the traditional lands of the Esquimalt, Songhees 

and other Nations of the Salish and Coast Salish Peoples.  We, who 

came from many lands to join the line of those worshipping here, 

commit our Church to continue the journey of truth and 

reconciliation with our First Nations’ neighbours. 
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