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NOT ORPHANED

“I will not leave you orphaned,” Jesus promises us in today’s gospel. God is not some
ruthless heavenly spectator judging us as on reality television, relishing our failures,
wishing to exchange us for a better or more attractive child, no curmudgeonly “Daddy
Warbucks” in the sky. Rather, God comes to love us in Jesus, singularly loving and
accepting, seeking our trust, promising to be ever-present with us in the Holy Spirit.
This Holy Advocate moves us even when we don’t recognize its power, even when it
seems “an unknown God” (Acts 17:23). Though we might battle an elemental loneliness,
we have not been abandoned.

Many life experiences can leave us feeling orphaned or abandoned. Family can ease that
feeling but also magnify it if our family relationships are strained or if our families live
far away. Think of those in your congregation who count deployed soldiers among their
loved ones in recent years, or construction workers and tradesmen who need to live in
hotels far away from their families to keep making money for their families in the recent
difficult economy. The Internet, webcams, Skype, and social networking can link people
across the miles but can further aggravate loneliness and isolation when these substitute
for real intimacy in our highly connected world. How do we experience this loneliness
and this longing for home and belonging? How does Jesus’ promise that he will not
leave us orphaned speak to these real-life concerns?

When Jesus makes this string of promises in John 14, saying that he will remain with us
in the Holy Spirit as our Advocate, it’s hard to envision how this support comes to us
sometimes. When we do not get to see or hear those we love, the simple gifts Jesus offers
in body and blood, bread and wine shared with real warm neighbors have great power.
Even when life keeps delivering bad news about how far apart we are from another,
how broken our relationships are, “I will not leave you orphaned” is the godly
reassurance that we are not alone.




Ministers The People of Redeemer

Pastor The Rev. Elise T. Stringer
Parish Administrator Mrs. Jackie Pitts
Director of Music Ministries Mrs. Donna Cotter
Today’s Guest Preacher Mr. Del King, Stephen Minister
Today’s Guest Presider The Rev. Kevin Koger

Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church in the name of Christ our Lord.

WE WARMLY WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US this Sixth Sunday of
Easter. It is our hope and prayer that the God who destroyed death and made new life
possible on this day will touch and transform your life for all the days to come. If you
are a guest, please sign the Guest Register in the Narthex. If you have any questions,
our ushers will be happy to help you.

IF YOU ARE SEEKING A CHURCH HOME, we invite you to consider making
Redeemer that home. For more information about Redeemer Lutheran Church,
becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, please speak with Pastor Elise
or contact Jackie Pitts at (864) 877-5876. We will receive new members again on
Pentecost Sunday, May 24, and we invite you to join us! By the grace and love of God,
this commitment will change your life and ours.

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide
with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that
the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and
pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the
body of the risen Christ in the world.

WE ENTER THIS SANCTUARY WITH REVERENCE FOR GOD
AND RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE IN PRAYER.
PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES.



PRELUDE YOU ARE THE SUNSHINE OF MY LIFE Thomas Cotter, Trumpet

The prelude is a time for QUIET reflection and prayer.

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE DAY

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at Baptism.

In the name of the Father,
and of the # Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the

name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.




Text: source unknown, ¢. 1737, alt.

Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE ELW p. 203
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I Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn  prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin  and shame de - par.
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We come to  hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out yourgrace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate in us new hearts!
CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW p. 204
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Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand. 6

For the peace that we in-her-ut, glo-ty be to God on high!



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and
on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the
world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

We Sit
CHILDREN’S SERMON Kathy Koger
SPECIAL MUSIC FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH Sarah Owens

WORD

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish or
Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and
earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead. (not read aloud)

A reading from Acts Chapter 17:

22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “ Athenians, I see how extremely
spiritual you are in every way. 2 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at
the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, “To an
unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 2 The
God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does
not live in shrines made by human hands, 2> nor is he served by human hands, as though
he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all
things. 26 From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he
allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would
live, 7 so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find
him — though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 2 For ‘In him we live and move
and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,
‘For we, too, are his offspring.’

2“Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold
or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 3 While God
has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere
to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to
all by raising him from the dead.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.




PSALM: Psalm 66:8-20
Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard. (Ps. 66:8)

8 Bless our | God, you peoples;
let the sound of | praise be heard.
?Our God has kept us a- | mong the living
and has not allowed our ! feet to slip.
10For you, O God, have | tested us;
you have tried us just as sil- | ver is tried.
1You brought us in- | to the net;
you laid heavy burdens up- | on our backs.
12You let people ride over our heads; we went through | fire and water,
but you brought us out into a place | of refreshment.
131 will enter your house | with burnt offerings
and will pay | you my vows —
14 those that [ promised | with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when I | was in trouble.
15T will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the | smoke of rams;
I will give you ox- | en and goats.
16 Come and listen, all you | who believe,
and I will tell you what God has | done for me.
171 called out to God | with my mouth,
and praised the Lord | with my tongue.
181f I had cherished evil | in my heart,
the Lord would | not have heard me;
Ybut in truth | God has heard me
and has attended to the sound | of my prayer.
20 Blessed be God, who has not reject- | ed my prayer,
nor withheld unfailing | love from me.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22
The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of defamation and persecution. In
baptism we are made clean to act in accordance with what is right. (not read aloud)

A reading from 1 Peter Chapter 3:

13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you do
suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be
intimidated, 1> but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord.



Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting
for the hope that is in you, ®yet do it with gentleness and respect. Maintain a good
conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct
in Christ may be put to shame. 7 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering
should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for sins once
for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to
death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, °in which also he went and made a
proclamation to the spirits in prison, 22who in former times did not obey, when God
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that
is, eight lives, were saved through water. 2! And baptism, which this prefigured, now
saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is
at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his commandments and
speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever.

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 14th Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1> “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. ¢ And
I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you
forever. 7 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither
sees him nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in
you.



18“] will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 1°In a little while the world will
no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 220n that day
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and [ in you. 2! They who have my
commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be
loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON Del King, Stephen Minister
HYMN OF THE DAY LOVING SPIRIT ELW# 397
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Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931
Music: RESTORATION, W, Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. hymnal version

Text © 1987 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carel Stream. IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles” Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Offered by the Assisting Minister

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let
us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in relationship with you
and one another. Guide the church and its leaders to proclaim Christ’s righteousness
throughout the world. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and young animals,
provide unpolluted habitats and clean water, and raise up stewards for the environment.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

11



You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and equity among judges
and lawyers, gentleness and courage among first responders, and peace among leaders
of towns and nations. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, shelter any who are
unhoused, feed those undernourished, and accompany and console all who are lonely,
bereaved, anxious, or ill especially those on our prayer board and those we name before
you now. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother hen cares for her
chicks, bless all who provide motherly care in our lives, and inspire us to care for one
another. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the example of the
faithful departed, who clung to your promises of life, forgiveness of sins, and salvation.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

We share a sign of peace with others as we are comfortable. We sit.

Hoppy A
m olheny /40:7/ ,j{

HER CHILDREN ARISE UP,
AND CALL HER BLESSED;
HER HUSBAND ALSO, AND
/ HE PRAISETH HER.

7/
V ;“ Proverbs 31:28 \



MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

MUSICAL OFFERING BORNING CRY Redeemer Choir

OFFERING HYMN

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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OFFERING PRAYER
Offered by the Assisting minister and congregation.

Let us pray: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and
thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy
may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Presiding Minister greets the congregation and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW#207
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.

Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying;:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover
from death to life, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.

Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.

Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit.

With the holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever. Amen
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LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN: LAMB OF GOD ELW p. 208
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HYMNS DURING COMMUNION

Congregation is encouraged to sing.

WE KNOW THAT CHRIST IS RAISED ELW #449
CHILDREN OF THE KEAVENLY FATHER ELW #781

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Offered by Assisting Minister.

Let us pray: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our
enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
Amen.

REDEEMER’S MISSION
Redeemers Mission is: A lifelong family ministry of God’s love!

SENDING HYMN ALLELUIA! SING TO JESUS ELW #392
(printed on next page)

DISMISSAL
Offered by Assisting Minister.

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE Donna Cotter, Organ
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Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
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vic - to - 1y a - lone. Hark! The songs of peace - ful
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Zi - on thun - der like a might - y flood: “Je - sus
ceived him when the  for ty days were oer, shall  our
sin - ners, earth’s re - deem - er, hear our plea where the
en - tered, robed in flesh, our great high priest, here on
Zi - on thun - der like a might - y flood: “Je - sus
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out of ev - ’ry na tion has re - deemed us by his blood”
hearts for - get his prom - ise: “I am with you ev - er - more”?
songs of all the sin less sweep a - cross the crys-tal sea.
earth both priest and vic tim in the eu - cha-ris - tic feast.
out of ev - 'ry na tion has r1e - deemed us by his blood”
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.

Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887




Serving Today

Ushers: Brad Van Putten and Chuck Pegram

Greeters: John and Sharon Fouke

Assisting Minister:  Harold Neel

Lector 1: Renee Phillips

Lector 2: Kathy Mieczkowski

Acolyte: Harper Meloon

Crucifer: Brooks Synder

Cantor: Chuck Pegram

Counters: Rev. Kevin Koger and Harold Neel

Altar Guild: Sharon Fouke and Janet Kelk

Flowers: Given by Catharine Kirby in memory of her father, John Kirby,
whose birthday was May 8, for all mothers on Mothers” Day,
and in memory of Jennifer Melegari

Sheepdog: Mike Miller, Brian Ginsberg, and Tom Lewis
No Youth Today

Nursery: Jennifer Tierce and Hannah Hester

Serving Next Week - May 17, 2026

Ushers: Gordon Johnson and Aaron Cornwell

Greeters: Phil and Debbie Rhoads

Assisting Minister:  Catharine Kirby

Lector 1: Brook Bristow

Lector 2: Chuck Pegram

Acolyte: Logan Childers

Crucifer: Ava Johnson

Cantor: Kyle Henderson

Counters: Chuck Pegram and Courtney Childers

Altar Guild: Donna Norman

Flowers: Given by Tom Lewis in memory of Pam Lewis

Sheepdog: Michael Lybrand, Sonny Lybrand, and Phil Rhoads
All Youth 3-5pm
Michael Lybrand and Sonny Lybrand

Nursery: Jessica Johnson and Aurie Dill
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