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| Sunday, May 10, 2026
_ Sixth Sunday of Easter
The welcome place.
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG Come, Thou Almighty King (ELW 408)

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



KYRIE (ELW p. 184)

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor;
that we may live out truth and justice and grace,

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family;
for life and for love, for our work and our play,

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word;
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood,

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 185)

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,

whose blood set us free to be people of God.

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,

and honor, blessing, and glory are his.

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God,

and join in the hymn of all creation:

Blessing, honor, glory and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In
your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the
Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31
A reading from Acts.
> Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely spiritual you
are in every way. > For as [ went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your
worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.” What
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. * The God who made the world and
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human
hands, * nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives
to all mortals life and breath and all things. ** From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit
the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places
where they would live, *’ so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him
and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. * For ‘In him we live and move
and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,

‘For we, too, are his offspring.’
»“Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver or
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. ** While God has overlooked the
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, *' because he has
fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 66:8-20

‘Bless our God, you peoples;
let the sound of praise be heard.

’Our God has kept us among the living
and has not allowed our feet to slip.

"For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us just as silver is tried.

'"You brought us in to the net;
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.

You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water,
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.



5T will enter your house with burnt offerings
and will pay you my vows—
“those that I promised with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble.
I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams;
I will give you oxen and goats.
'*Come and listen, all you who believe,
and I will tell you what God has done for me.
1 called out to God with my mouth,
and praised the Lord with my tongue.
*If I had cherished evil in my heart,
the Lord would not have heard me;
“but in truth God has heard me
and has attended to the sound of my prayer.
' Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer,
nor withheld unfailing love from me.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22

A reading from 1 Peter.

“Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? '“ But even if you do suffer for
doing what 1s right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, " but
in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who
demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you, '“ yet do it with gentleness and
respect. Maintain a good conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for
your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. ' For it is better to suffer for doing good, if
suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. ' For Christ also suffered for sins
once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death
in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, "* in which also he went and made a proclamation to the
spirits in prison, ** who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of
Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, were saved through
water. > And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the
body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
*who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers
made subject to him.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 188)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia.

Alleluia, alleluia.



GOSPEL: John 14:15-21

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] © “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. '* And I will
ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. ' This is the
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You
know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

““] will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. " In a little while the world will no
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. ** On that day you will
know that [ am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. ' They who have my commandments
and keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I
will love them and reveal myself to them.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 188)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia.

Alleluia, alleluia.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY My God, How Wonderful Thou Art (ELW 863)

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray
for the needs of all creation.

God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in relationship with you and
one another. Guide the church and its leaders to proclaim Christ’s righteousness throughout the
world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and young animals, provide
unpolluted habitats and clean water, and raise up stewards for the environment. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and equity among judges and
lawyers, gentleness and courage among first responders, and peace among leaders of towns and
nations. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Y ou provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, shelter any who are
unhoused, feed those undernourished, and accompany and console all who are lonely, bereaved,
anxious, or ill. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother hen cares for her chicks,
bless all who provide motherly care in our lives, and inspire us to care for one another. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the example of the faithful
departed, who clung to your promises of life, forgiveness of sins, and salvation. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

We are so glad you are here! Thank you for worshipping with us today. Look for the yellow
card in the pew rack titled “Giving at St. Mark” for all the ways you can support our work
together, including online options.

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERTORY O Lord, My Heart Is Not Proud (W&P 109)



OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts,
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and 1n rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of pow’r and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, living, and loving God,
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood,
for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery,
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.
We give you thanks for Jesus
who, living among us,
healed the sick,
fed the hungry,
and with a love stronger than death,
gave his life for others.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life,
that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION

LAMB OF GOD (ELW p. 191)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION Praise to You, O Christ, Our Savior (W&P 118)
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us
forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.



SENDING SONG Now Thank We All Our God (ELW 840)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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DEDICATION

The Eternal Flame Candle was given in memory of Helen & Bill Bohne by the Bohne Family.

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY

PREACHER / PRESIDER ....cccvtiiiiiieeniieeenireeenieeeenveeeenenens The Reverend Kevin M.B. Tracey
1A 1013 (11 S PUS Faith Woodward
TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT ....coeeeriiiieeriieeeniieeeeereeeenneesesresssssneesnsseens Edie Beaupre/Tom Petree
LECTOR ..eeiieeiite ettt te et e et e e st e e esatee e sntaeesestaeeensaeesnsseeesnsseesnnsseenas Avie Mock
GREETER  ....uuviiiiiiieeeiieeeeiieeesetteeeseeeessssseeessseeesssseesasssaesssssessnsssessssseesessseesans Bonnie Tillman
UUSHER ..ttt ettt ettt ettt e st e st e e bt e sabte e bt e e saeeesaeeens Greg Whitton
CHURCH STAFF
PASTOR: The Reverend Kevin M.B. Tracey SCHOOL DIRECTOR: Melisa McDaid
Music DIRECTOR: Faith Woodward PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Alice Kaplan

THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK

Today ................. WOrShip SErViCe .......couuuiiiiiiiiii e 10 AM
Monday.............. Finance Team Meeting ...........oooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 7 PM
Monday.............. Worship Support Team .........ccoooviiiiiiiiieii e 7 PM
Saturday ............ SPring BiNgO .. .o 5:30 PM
Sunday .............. WOrShip SEIVICE ....cceveeiiiii e 10 AM

Sunday .............. New and/or Curious: What Does It All Mean? .............. 11:15 AM



Announcements

St. Mark’s annual SPRING BINGO night is this Saturday, May 16. Bring your family,
friends, and neighbors for a great time! Check out the sign-up sheets in the narthex for
the various ways you can help.

The Delco Conference ASCENSION DAY SERVICE is Thursday, May 14 at
Reformation Lutheran Church in Media. A light dinner at 6:30 will be followed by a 7:30
worship service. All are welcome to join in. The guest preacher will be the Rev. Dr.
Teresa Smallwood, Dean of United Lutheran Seminary.

ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH
436 N. Oak Ave, Clifton Heights, PA 190018
Website: www.stmarkcliftonheights.org

Email: office@stmarkcliftonheights.org
Phone: 610-626-5295
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