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Let us go to the Lord in prayer. 1EFA 155 RE | EHFTHS ©
Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth —and who will not forsake the work of His hands.
Father, we bow in submission before Your most holy Word.
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As we hear what You have to say to us this morning, convict us — change us — take away our empty religion and give us
more of Christ. Give us an ever-deepening relationship with Him. He is everything. It’s all for Christ. It’s all for Him.
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| pray especially for the mothers today. Bless them through the hearing of Your Word and give them strength as they
seek to follow You day after day.
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Fill them with joy, knowing that You carry their burdens. We thank you for them, Lord — and for the blessing they are to
Your church. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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It’s a special occasion today — it’s Mother’s Day. So | want to begin with a story about a mother who understood
Philippians 3.7-8.
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And | hope that this story can illuminate our passage — and at the same time, serve as an encouragement to any
mothers here or to any women that are here as well.
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Because there were women throughout church history who were women of great faith — who did tremendous things
for Christ — and who will certainly take their places among the greatest of Christ’s servants in the kingdom of heaven.
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Among these women is a 16 century Anabaptist mother from the city of Antwerp, in modern day Belgium. Her name
is Maeyken Wens. Maeyken Wens had at least two sons.
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The sources we have today don’t tell us the exact number. However, we know that at least one of them was quite
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In April 1573, Wens was arrested and put in prison along with several other believers. Her crime was holding to
believer’s baptism and rejecting the teachings of the Catholic Church. While in prison, she was ordered to abandon her
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But even after the most severe tortures, she refused. And being unwilling to deny Christ, even in exchange for her own
life, she was sentenced to death by burning on October 5t of that year. The execution took place on the following day,
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Since these executions were done publicly, the martyrs would often take the opportunity to witness for Christ, to
proclaim their faith, and to encourage the believers who were present.
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Maeyken Wens didn’t have this opportunity. She and her fellow believers were led out to the marketplace with their
tongues screwed down to the bottom of their mouths to prevent them from speaking to the crowds of people who
were gathered to watch. SR HT A XAEHIN = o dA1S HMSTEN [ BTN - M 10y & AR 225 TE e 1
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And that day Maeyken Wens was burned at the stake, holding fast to her faith until the end.
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She wrote several letters before she died including a letter to her eldest son. Here is an excerpt from that letter,
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“O my dear son, though | am taken from you here, strive from your youth to fear God, and you shall have your mother
again up yonder in the New Jerusalem, where parting will be no more.
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My dear son, | hope now to go before you; follow me thus as much as you value your soul, for besides this there shall
be found no other way to salvation. F&EEHY LT > FASIIEREILIRIME § IREEERIETR - IEAIREZRIRAVSZ 31
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Thus | will now commend you to the Lord; may He keep you. | trust the Lord that He will do it, if you seek Him...
Herewith | will commend you to the Lord once more.

RIEFRIAERHRACHELE £ 5 EHORSFIR © BefE85 T S IRFORAM » b HE SR A B TAE RS £ -

| have written this, after | was sentenced, to die for the testimony of Jesus Christ, on the fifth day of October...1573.
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By me, your mother, who gave you birth in much pain, as a memorial to you.
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Preserve well this the adieu which your father wrote your mother when she had been sentenced, and the adieu of your
mother. Fear not them which kill the body.”
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Maeyken Wens used her final words to her children to point them to Christ. Why? Why would she do that?
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Because she understood that a relationship with Christ was the only thing in life that carried eternal value — and
therefore, the greatest thing that she could urge upon her children.
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Everything is loss compared to knowing Christ. And that is exactly what we will be considering this morning as we turn
to this beautiful text in Philippians 3.
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Our focus this morning will be Philippians 3.7-8. But we’re going to begin with some brief discussion around verses 2-6
because it’s only when we recognize the broader argument from which these verses come, that we are able to take
from the text its fullest and richest meaning.
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So let us turn, then, to verses 2 and 3, “Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false
circumcision; for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and [boast] in Christ Jesus and put no
confidence in the flesh.”
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Paul is concerned here with a group known as the Judaizers who were insisting that Gentile believers had to be
circumcised to be justified before God.
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In effect, what they were saying was that Gentile converts needed to become Jews — at least in practice —in order to
follow Christ.
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Paul’s problem with this is that it places “confidence in the flesh” —in human effort and obedience — rather than in
Christ alone. So he describes two different groups in verses 2-3 to explain his concern:
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1) The first group is the “false circumcision” — those who put their confidence in the flesh.
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2) The second is the “true circumcision” who “[boast] in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh.”
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Then in verse 4 Paul moves into his autobiography. He says that, in his former life, he used to be a part of the first
group — the one that put confidence in the flesh. And he gives us seven reasons for doing so in verses 5-6.
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As | read these out, notice that the first four items are things that Paul inherited by birth. They were automatically
given to him. Whereas the final three are accomplishments that Paul actually earned through his own effort. So, four
things Paul received by birth, and three things that he worked to accomplish.
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Here they are: “circumcised on the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as
to the Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found
blameless” (Phil. 3.5-6).
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So not only was Paul born into the right family — he went on to climb the ranks in the Jewish religion. He earned the
title of Pharisee, which meant that he was a teacher of the Law.
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In Galatians 1.14, he says that in his former life, he “was advancing in Judaism beyond many of [his]
contemporaries...being more extremely zealous for [his] ancestral traditions.”
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Paul didn’t just wear the title of Pharisee. He demonstrated his zeal for Judaism by stomping out the Christian
movement, which to him was a threat to his people. And finally, he says, “according to the righteousness which is in the
Law, found blameless.”
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This is the pinnacle of Paul’s religious accomplishment — the final remarks — the concluding evidence to seal his case for
having confidence in the flesh.
XD TR T - 2 Mo B OIS RIEA 7S Z AR TERVE 2R -
If Jewish status and religious achievement were what mattered most, Paul had everything. He received not only the
most privileged birth rights as a Jew, but he also accumulated for himself the highest and most envied advantages in
the Jewish world.
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In his eyes, Paul had everything that this life had to offer. {fE{REZ HEFK » WA T SAATEEREAN—1] -
“But whatever things were gain to me, those things | have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. More than that, | count
all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered the loss of
all things, and count them but rubbish so that | may gain Christ” (Phil. 3.7-8).
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Incredible. Absolutely incredible. So, we come to our focus text for this morning. And the first thing that we learn is
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The sum of Paul’s religious status and accomplishments were utterly worthless before he truly came to know

Christ.  fEIRE EIENIRBEE ZH] » T A REA - G5t A2 L O1ME -
The way that Paul expresses this is with two parallel statements. The first is in verse 7 and the second is in the first half
of verse 8. These are essentially the same statement, except that the first is expanded upon in the second.
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The first time, he says, “whatever things were gain to me, those things | have counted as loss”
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The second time he says, “More than that, | count all things to be loss.” There is a difference between these two
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“Whatever things” and “those things” in verse 7 refer back to the specific religious privileges he has just mentioned in
verses 5-6. Those specific things he counts as loss.
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But that’s not good enough for Paul. That doesn’t cover enough ground. So, he broadens his scope — he expands his
losses to engulf “all things.”
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It’s a universal statement. There is nothing in all of creation with eternal value, except for Christ. Absolutely nothing.
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The second thing that we notice from verse 8 is the reason Paul counts all things loss.

He says, “because of the surpassing value” — literally “the surpassingness of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord.”
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That is why everything else grows dull. That is why everything else seems to lose its value. You get just a glimpse of
Christ, and all other things grow cold — they lose their beauty — they’re emptied of their glory! Because the value of
knowing Christ surpasses them all.
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When a child tastes chocolate for the first time, normal food doesn’t seem very appealing anymore. When you’re out
camping, and you wake up early enough to see the sunrise in the morning, it takes your breath away — there’s nothing
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When the bridegroom is standing there at the altar, and the doors open, and he sees his bride walking down the aisle —
all of a sudden, nothing else matters anymore. Y A& EFVEAEZIERT » Y[ HTH » WE WHiRELS ERH—%) -
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You come to know Christ, and all other things fade away. 57 iHE L + B — 58285 (4 -

John Flavel, a 17t century pastor and author wrote these words about the fairness, or the beauty of Christ. He said,
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“what fairer things than Christ! O fair sun, and fair moon, and fair lilies, and fair creatures! But, O ten thousand,
thousand times fairer Lord Jesus! Alas, | wronged him in making the comparison this way.
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O black sun and moon; but O fair Lord Jesus! O black flowers, and black lilies and roses; but O fair, fair, ever fair Lord
Jesus! O black heaven, but O fair Christ! O black angels, but O surpassingly fair Lord Jesus.”
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And so, we see that knowing Christ surpasses all things. But what kind of knowledge is Paul talking about? What does it
mean to know Christ in this verse?

FHELAT I » VOREE R T —U) - (ERZIHA N RG24 ? EX TR AN HEE NERE 4 ?

| am going to propose that the kind of knowledge Paul is talking about is not merely a head knowledge about Christ, but
it is to know Christ personally and relationally.
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The reason we can be confident that Paul uses the word “knowledge” in this way is because of two indicators that we
find in the surrounding context. TA TRERE Or & AE LEAA X AREE A VIR —38] - ZERUAE B N SCR AP IEE -

1) The first one is in Philippians 1.9. He says, “and this | pray, that your love might still abound more and more in
knowledge and all discernment” (AT).
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Here, Paul connects knowledge to love! For Paul the ideas of knowing Christ and loving Christ are intertwined and
inseparable. To know Christ is also to love Him. {£3X & » (£ B “HIR" 5“F "B 205 —#8 | YHREZIMS » I HEE
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2) The second clue which tells us that knowing Christ is more than a mere cognitive endeavor is Philippians 3.10, “that |
may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to his death.”
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Paul is first of all, united to Christ in His death and resurrection. Moreover, he has fellowship with Christ in His
sufferings. This kind of knowing has to do with self-sacrifice.
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This is why — back in verse 8 — Paul says, “in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom |
have suffered the loss of all things.”
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So we learn that knowing Christ is not just about knowing Him intellectually, but it also means that we have an ever-
increasing love for Christ, that we are united to Him in his death and resurrection, and that we know him personally and
relationally. FHEEERA TSR] INREE RN T LAVAK » EEFEBRITDIEE HsMKNE > TS E
ARSI - HHAE N AKRRAFES IR -
We've talked for a while now about the meaning of our text — and — by this point we have a pretty good idea of what
Paul is saying. FA TRIASE T —LE0 [RIER I ELCAVE X » EIHATNIE » BA DA SFRERD T4 -
We are now going to shift gears and talk about how these truths find their usefulness in our day to day lives. The first
thing that we learn is this, BI{EHA JEEFEHUS T - PRX L EHUYIEFA T H BTG R LIEER « Bl 152
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If the sum of Paul’s religious status and accomplishments were utterly worthless before he truly came to know

Christ, then we should regularly examine our own lives — considering whether or not we have given Christ His

proper place, and whether we have truly valued Him above all else.
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How much time do you spend investing into your relationship with Christ each day?
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You say that you love Christ, but do you love Him enough to talk to Him? Do you love him enough to search out the
pages of Scripture learning all that you can about who He is and what He has done for you? Do you love him enough to
suffer the loss of all the other things that are competing for the chief priority in your life?
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Is your career more important than Christ? Is your social life more important than Christ? Is your spouse more
important than Christ? | could continue listing things off, but you know yourself! You know how you have been living
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William Shakespear, the 16t to 17t century playwright, wrote these words in his play called Hamlet. He said, “Above
all, to thine own self be true.”
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There is no reason to lie to yourself. Examine your life. Ask yourself honestly whether or not Christ is everything. Are
you able to say with Paul, “l count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord”?
If He truly means everything to you, then why not live as if that was the case?
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Secondly, If the sum of Paul’s religious status and accomplishments were utterly worthless before he truly came

to know Christ, then we should examine our lives and ask ourselves whether we truly know Christ, or not.
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Christianity is not just about remembering to read your little five-minute devotional once a day. It’s not just about
making sure you pray before breakfast, lunch, and dinner. It’s not just about trying to be a “nice” person!
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It's so much more than that! Christianity is about knowing Christ! Christianity is what you have when Christ becomes
absolutely everything to you!
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When He’s all you can think about! When He’s the only thing that your heart desires! When everything else seems vile
and empty compared to Him.
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Maybe you go to church. Maybe you’re in a mid-week Bible study. Maybe you play on the worship team, or you greet
on Sunday mornings. tLFREF S - WS IIEEELE = - WIHRESGEH AT IRE - 5085 £ H 0T -
First of all, keep doing those things. Those are all amazing and it’s good to be involved in those ways. But do you know
Christ? Do you truly know Him?
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Because you can do all the right things — you can sign up for all the right programs and volunteer opportunities at this
church — and you can still be a stranger to Christ. None of it matters if you don’t have an intimate relationship with
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It doesn’t matter if you’re born into a Christian family. It doesn’t matter if you go to church, or if you know your Bible
from cover to cover! It doesn’t matter if you are someone who identifies as a Christian. None of it matters!
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Do you know Christ? Do you walk with him each and every day? This is what Paul is trying to say in our passage! All the
religion in the world means absolutely nothing if you don’t have an ever-increasing, ever-deepening knowledge of Jesus
Christ.
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And maybe for you this is a call to give up certain things that are part of your life. But my encouragement for you is
that, it is worth it! There is nothing better than knowing Christ as Lord! Though you may lose everything else, He makes
up for it a thousand times over! L VFXHRKNE » X ERE T ZIN N AEdr P HLEEY) - (HIRBRIR @ XLENHERS !
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As this is my last Sunday at Trinity, | want to say thank you for the impact that each of you has had on my life. | love this
church. And | love you all.
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My prayer for each of you, my dear brothers and sisters, is Ephesians 3.17-19.
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| pray “that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able
to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ
which surpasses knowledge.”
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Praise be to God for Jesus Christ. Amen.JE& @) AT 75 > REEHPEREVES o [o[{] -



