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INTRODUCTION 
Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide with his 
disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ 
dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering 
around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the 
world. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Choir Director: 
Christian Yoder; Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Asst/Lector: Jim Sillery; Livestream: Sam Hanson; 
Greeter: Mark Sunderman; Ushers: Tammy Thompson, Marilyn Shealy;  Time with Children: 
Cheryl Huebner; Acolyte: Rachel; Tray Server: Susan Urano 
 
WELCOME​ ​ (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
PRELUDE​ ​ ​ “Nearer My God To Thee"  ​ ​ CLC Choir Men 



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named). 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG ​ ​ Come, Thou Almighty King (ELW 408) 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your 
great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your 
truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
​
FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31 
A reading from Acts. 
22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely spiritual you 
are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 
worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What 
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and 
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everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 
hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 
gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made all peoples to 
inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the 
places where they would live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about 
for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and 
move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ​
 ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’​
29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver or 
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While God has overlooked the 
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he 
has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Musical Reflection​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Patricia Cambridge 

​
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you do suffer for 
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 
15 but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone 
who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you, 16 yet do it with gentleness 
and respect. Maintain a good conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you 
for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, 
if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for sins 
once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death 
in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which also he went and made a proclamation to the 
spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of 
Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, were saved through 
water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the 
body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 
powers made subject to him. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL: John 14:1-14 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in 
me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.”​
  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, 
the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 
than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY​ ​ Come Down, O Love Divine (ELW 804) 

 
 

CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
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On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Remember, O Lord, the people of this world 
divided into many nations, religions, and tongues. 
Deliver us from every evil that stands in the way of peace on all the earth. 
From the curse of war and the human sin that causes war, 
O Lord, deliver us. 
 
From pride that turns its back on you, 
and from unbelief that will not bow to you, 
O Lord, deliver us. 
 
From national vanity that poses as patriotism, 
and from loud-mouthed boasting and blind self-worship that admit no guilt, 
O Lord, deliver us. 
 
From self-righteousness that will not compromise, 
and from selfishness that glories in the oppression of others, 
O Lord, deliver us. 
 
From the lust for property or power that drives humanity to kill, 
O Lord, deliver us. 
 
From trusting in the weapons of war, 
and mistrusting the councils of peace, 
O Lord, deliver us. 
 
From hearing, believing, and speaking lies 
about other nations and religions, 
O Lord, deliver us. 
 
From groundless suspicions and fears 
that stand in the way of reconciliation, 
O Lord, deliver us. 
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From words and deeds that encourage discord, prejudice, and hatred; from everything that 
prevents the human family from fulfilling your promise of peace, 
O Lord, deliver us. 
 
Lord of Israel, and God of all the nations: 
we pray for your children across the whole earth, 
of every land and race, that they may be strong to do your will. 
Give us your peace, O Lord. 
 
For the United Nations, 
Give us your peace, O Lord. 
 
For international federations and alliances 
promoting cooperation among peoples, 
Give us your peace, O Lord. 
 
For world leaders, and for departments of state, 
ambassadors, diplomats, and statesmen, 
Give us your peace, O Lord. 
 
For those in military service, 
that they may live for the establishment of peace and justice, 
Give us your peace, O Lord. 
 
For all who in any way work or pray to further the cause of peace and goodwill, 
Give us your peace, O Lord. 
 
For those who declare themselves enemies, 
that at last we may find reconciliation, 
Give us your peace, O Lord. 
  
Eternal God: 
Use us, even in our ignorance and weakness, 
to bring about your holy will on earth. 
Hurry the day when people shall live together in your love; 
for yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
PEACE​ ​ The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give​  
There you will also find instructions on how to text to give or download our church app! 
 
ANTHEM​ ​ 'The World Needs a Song' CLC Choir Men 
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OFFERTORY​ ​ ​ Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. 
Receive the risen Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
COMMUNION​
​ ​ ​  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, 
through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG ​ ​ We Know That Christ Is Raised (ELW 449) 

 
DISMISSAL​
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!​
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!​ ​ ​  
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