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JOHN 14:19

Sixth Sunday of Easter — May 10, 2026
10 a.m. Worship at Zion’s Lutheran Church

Welcome Friends and Guests: Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus
comes to abide with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that
the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our
gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the
world.

Serving this Sunday:
Worship — Pastor Lisa Rygiel, Julie Wersal & Mary McKenna
Musicians — Connie Pallone & Cristy Street
Ushers — Cherie Holder & Mary McKenna ReconcilingWorks
Communion — T.M. Garner & Terri Watson TR TR TR PR

Worship & Music: In boundless diversity, we all are made in God's image! If you are visiting or new to our
faith family, please sign our guest book and feel free to learn more about us. Come back and worship each
Sunday at 10 a.m.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers. We use both the cranberry Lutheran Book of Worship
and the purple All Creation Sings hymnals as indicated in the bulletin.

Communion: We celebrate open communion. This is Christ’s table, all are welcome. You may come
forward for the sacraments or cross your arms across your chest for a blessing. Our bread is gluten free
and both wine and white grape juice (center of communion tray) are available.

Other: Restrooms are in the Fellowship Hall; our ushers can direct you.

Fellowship: Please join us after worship today in the Fellowship Hall for coffee and conversation. All are
welcome!

Zion’s Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) community.

~Gathering™
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering of Prayers & Call to Worship
Easter people, no matter the bends and curves in our path, Jesus does not leave us alone on this journey
of faith. God gives us the Spirit, our Advocate and Helper.

The Spirit lives in and among us, pointing us all toward the way, the truth, and the life of Jesus. God
gives us the Spirit, our Guide and Guardian.




The Spirit draws us into God’s story, showing us how to cooperate in writing God’s dream into reality.
God gives us the Spirit, our Dream-Giver and Story-Keeper.

Easter people, God’s story abides in you, calling you to live as co-creators of love and abundant life. We
come to worship God and listen for the Spirit who inspires, guides, and helps us join in God’s story,
until God’s kingdom comes on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.

Gathering Hymn: In the Garden
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Canticle of Praise (next page)
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Prayer of the Day

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy
receive the prayers of all your children and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

~Word~
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Acts 17:22-31

22 paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, | see how extremely spiritual you are in
every way. 23For as | went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, | found
among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as
unknown, this | proclaim to you. 2* The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of
heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 2> nor is he served by human hands, as
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 2 From
one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence
and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would search for God and
perhaps fumble about for him and find him — though indeed he is not far from each one of us.

2 For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,
‘For we, too, are his offspring.’

29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver or stone, an
image formed by the art and imagination of mortals.

30While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to
repent, 3! because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man
whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
Responsive Reading: Psalm 66:8-20

8 Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard.
?0ur God has kept us among the living and has not allowed our feet to slip.

O For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us just as silver is tried.
1You brought us into the net; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.

2¥ou let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, but you brought us out into a
place of refreshment.
131 will enter your house with burnt offerings and will pay you my vows —

¥ those that | promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when | was in trouble.
151 will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams; | will give you oxen and goats.

16 Come and listen, all you who believe, and | will tell you what God has done for me.
7] called out to God with my mouth, and praised the Lord with my tongue.

181f | had cherished evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard me;
Pput in truth God has heard me and has attended to the sound of my prayer.

20Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, nor withheld unfailing love from me.
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Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22

3 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? #But even if you do suffer for doing what
is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, '°> but in your hearts
sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an
accounting for the hope that is in you, ®yet do it with gentleness and respect. Maintain a good
conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may
be put to shame. 7 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to
suffer for doing evil. ¥ For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in
order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, °in which also
he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 2 who in former times did not obey, when
God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight
lives, were saved through water. 2! And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you — not as a
removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and
powers made subject to him.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Q — I . I r I i T 3 .
y 4N L‘-; Il | | | ,]l | | | I ,]l g | il |
$ e * o & o
Al-le -lu - 1a. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
2 R e il
oy — — o » i_‘__r ) = d_d__r_‘h_‘a_
words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le - lu - ia.
Ql [N l--‘l _F' f'\ T i i H i - ﬂ - L |
o R
Al-le - lu - 1a, al - le -lu - 1a. Al-le - lu - 1a.
n J— 1
- o S s ———— i
G4~ PR S PR
Al-le -1u - ia, al - le - lu - ia.

Gospel: John 14:15-21
The holy gospel according to John chapter 14. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] > “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. * And | will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 7 This is the Spirit of truth, whom
the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him because he abides
with you, and he will be in you.

18] will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. *°In a little while the world will no longer see
me, but you will see me; because | live, you also will live. 2°On that day you will know that | am in my
Father, and you in me, and | in you. 2! They who have my commandments and keep them are those who
love me, and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and | will love them and reveal myself to
them.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon: Pastor Lisa Rygiel
Hymn of the Day: #733 (cranberry hymnal) Great is Thy Faithfulness

The Apostles Creed

Prayers of the People

God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in relationship with you and one
another. Guide the church and its leaders to proclaim Christ’s righteousness throughout the world.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and young animals, provide unpolluted
habitats and clean water, and raise up stewards for the environment. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and equity among judges and lawyers,
gentleness and courage among first responders, and peace among leaders of towns and nations.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, shelter any who are unhoused, feed
those undernourished, and accompany and console all who are lonely, bereaved, anxious, or ill. Today
we lift...We thank you God for the many blessings in our lives, especially today as we pause to honor all
sorts of mothers and the many ways nurturing love shows up in our lives. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother hen cares for her chicks, bless all
who provide motherly care in our lives, and all who inspire us to care for one another. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the example of the faithful departed,
who clung to your promises of life, forgiveness of sins, and salvation. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

Peace
The spirit-filled peace of Christ be with you always! And also with you!

We invite you to exchange signs of peace using these traditional words that have been spoken by Easter
people throughout the centuries: Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

~Meal~
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering
An offering is gathered for missions of the church. You can give using check or cash (mail to 510 Pine

Street), or online at: https://tithe.ly/qive _new/www/#/tithely/qive-one-time/1334741

Offertory: #367 (cranberry hymnal) Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds, vs. 3

Offering Prayer

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have
raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to
those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also, with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places...we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from
age to age.... With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we
proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and
stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Invitation to Communion
God'’s love is wide. God’s table is big. No one is excluded.
Taste and see that the Lord is Good.
Our bread is gluten free & both wine and white grape juice are available.
God comes to us in worship and song. God also comes to us in silence and stillness.
Please use the time before and after you commune for silent contemplation.

Communion Song: Lamb of God
Communion Hymn: #856 (cranberry hymnal) How Great Thou Art
Communion Song: Thank the Lord & Sing His Praise

Communion Prayer

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to
give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

~Sending~
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Announcements & Special Blessings

Benediction

May Jesus, who is the way, guide you.

May Jesus, who is the truth, speak through you.

May Jesus, who is the life, fill you with purpose.

And may God's blessing go with you * today and always.
Amen.

Sending Hymn: #389 (purple hymnal) May the God of Hope Go with Us

Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.
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~Announcements~
Fellowship: Join us after worship Sunday for coffee and conversation. All are welcome.

Church Council: The Zion’s church council will meet after worship, downstairs in the Fellowship Hall.
Wednesday Book Club: The Wednesday Book Club is focusing upon What if Jesus was Serious — A
Visual Guide to the Teachings of Jesus We Love to Ignore. It meets at 10:30 a.m. each Wednesday in
the Fellowship Hall. You can join at any time, so if you haven’t been able to attend before now, why
not consider doing so.

May Newsletter: The May issue of the Zion’s newsletter Connections is available on the Zion’s
website as well in paper format in both the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall.

Summer Hiatus: Both children’s choir practice and Friday yoga are on summer hiatus.

God’s Work Our Hands: Terri Watson, our GWOH coordinator, is continuing to match people who
can support o members of Zion’s who need of assistance — rides, errands, etc. Talk to Terri for
details. Sign-up sheets also are in the Fellowship Hall.

Time of Prayer and Coffee: We are invited to join our siblings in Christ from the Methodist church
for a time of prayer and coffee at 10:30 a.m. each Thursday at Kangaroo Coffee -in the Marketplace
on Commercial Street.

5-Loaves: An increase in requests for 5-Loaves meals that last Saturday of each month, means that
we are increasing, by two, the number of delivery routes. With 10 routes, instead of eight, we will
need additional volunteers to support meal deliveries. Prayerfully consider helping with future 5-
Loaves delivery assistance the last Saturday of each month, beginning Saturday, May 30.

We’re Here for You: For pastoral care, call Zion’s at 719-846-7785 or send an email:
zionsluth@gmail.com

Zion’s Camp Out: Mark your calendars! We have reserved the group camping area at Trinidad Lake
State Park May 31 (Sunday) through Wednesday June 3. Let Pr. Lisa know if you can help lead
activities or help coordinate this adventure.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast stream the music in this
service obtained from One License with license #A-732264.

RIC Liturgy: ReconcilingWorks RIC © Copyright 2025 ReconcilingWorks: Lutherans for Full Participation. All Rights Reserved. Used with
permission.

Call to Worship by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, October 2025 at https.//www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/stories-
that-matter/week-5-sixth-sunday-of-easter-year-a/week-5-sixth-sunday-of-easter-year-a-liturgical-resources.

Benediction: From Christian Aid Week 2026 resources and posted at https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/worship/weekly-
worship/weekly-worship-2026-may/sunday-10-may-2026-may-2026-sixth-sunday-of-easter-year-a.
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