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Our Saviour Lutheran Church 
Our Mission and Vision: 

The Mission of Our Saviour Lutheran Church is to serve God's community through                    
Worship, Outreach, and Fellowship. 

We are committed to serving God's community, whether that be the worshiping community of OSLC, 
the Christiansburg and NRV Community, or the Global community. We will accomplish this mission 
through three focus areas: 

Worship - We come together to worship the triune God. We learn about God's Word and learn how to 
spread that Word to the world.  

Outreach - We will spread God's Word by serving the community outside the church walls. We serve 
through our food ministries, homeless ministry, and any other ministry that fits our passions. Come and 
be a part of our Outreach. 

Fellowship - We love to be together in community and we love engaging our broader community. 
Come and be a part of the community on Sunday mornings, as well as events like Harvest Festival and 
other community events. 

We Are Church Together 

We are what God has made us – people whom God has created by grace to live in union with Jesus 
Christ and has prepared to live faithful, fruitful lives by the power of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 2:8-10). 

In Jesus Christ, God has reconciled us to God and to each other. As we gather around word and 
sacraments, this life in Christ is what defines, shapes and guides us as a community of faith, the church.  

By God’s grace we can and do live confidently and generously in this community of faith and in service 
of others, amid the mysteries and paradoxes of this life in Christ – including our human limitations and 

failings, and the ambiguities, uncertainties and suffering that we experience. 
  

 
About the Bulletin 

In the Lutheran tradition we worship in a format of a 
formal Liturgy. This is a Greek word meaning, “the work 
of the people.” 

We worship, pray, sing, share Christ’s table, share our 
short comings, comfort each other in mourning, and 
shout our praises together gathered as one in the 
community found in Christ.  

Part of this worship together means a lot of people doing 
the work in different ways; ushers, choir, reading the 
lessons, lighting the candles, assisting with communion, 
etc. The liturgy also includes bolded portions of text for 
the community, that’s you, to respond and contribute to 
the voice of the congregation together. 

Have you let us know you’re here? 
We ask that you please sign the guest book 
in our narthex beside our information desk 
so that we can thank you for being our 
guest. 
 

Interested in talking more about OSLC 
 or joining OSLC?  
Please speak with Pastor Joel directly or 
send him an email to set up a time to talk. 
He is always happy to get a cup of coffee 
and chat about life, answer questions, or 
give more information on membership at 
OSLC.  
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WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE:                        
 
the assembly reflects quietly and prepares for worship 
 

GATHERING 
the assembly rises in body or spirit   

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 
faith. 
Amen. 
 
 

The service continues with gathering song. 
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 GATHERING HYMN:  LBW 522 - Come, Thou, Almighty King 

 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
  

KYRIE 
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SALUTATION 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray… 
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In 
your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the 
Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 

FIRST READING:  Acts 17:22-31 

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish or 
Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth 
who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead. 
 

22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely spiritual you are in 
every way. 23 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found 
among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as 
unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord 
of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25 nor is he served by human 
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 
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things. 26 From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times 
of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would search 
for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of 
us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, 

 ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’ 
29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver or stone, an 
image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While God has overlooked the times of human 
ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on 
which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this 
he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMODY:  Psalm 66:8-20 

 8 Bless our God, you peoples; 
  let the sound of praise be heard. 
 9 Our God has kept us among the living 
  and has not allowed our feet to slip. 
 10 For you, O God, have tested us; 
  you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
 11 You brought us into the net; 
  you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
 12 You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, 
  but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
 13 I will enter your house with burnt offerings 
  and will pay you my vows— 
 14 those that I promised with my lips 
  and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
 15 I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams; 
  I will give you oxen and goats.  
 16 Come and listen, all you who believe, 
  and I will tell you what God has done for me. 
 17 I called out to God with my mouth, 
  and praised the Lord with my tongue. 
 18 If I had cherished evil in my heart, 
  the Lord would not have heard me; 
 19 but in truth God has heard me 
  and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 
 20 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, 
  nor withheld unfailing love from me.  
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SECOND READING:  1 Peter 3:13-22 

The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of defamation and persecution. In 
baptism we are made clean to act in accordance with what is right. 
 
13Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you do suffer for doing 
what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15 but in your 
hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from 
you an accounting for the hope that is in you, 16 yet do it with gentleness and respect. Maintain a good 
conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ 
may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than 
to suffer for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 
19 in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did 
not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a 
few, that is, eight lives, were saved through water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves 
you—not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 
angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
the assembly rises in body or spirit   

GOSPEL:  John 14:15-21 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his commandments and speaks 
of the Spirit, who will be with them forever. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him because 
he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
  18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer see 
me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my 
Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those 
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who love me, and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal 
myself to them.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

the assembly is seated 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

SERMON – Pastor Joel Antley 
The assembly reflects on the Word 

the assembly rises in body or spirit   

 HYMN of the DAY:  ELW 594 - Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in hope and trust, we 
confess our faith. 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
     he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
     and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
     and the life everlasting.   Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each prayer petition ends with these words: 
Leader:  Lord, in your mercy.  
Response:  Hear our prayer. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
OFFERING 

 
At OSLC we are able to fund mission and ministry that creates real impact in our 
community only through the generosity of its participants and members. Thank you for 
the ways that you give of your many blessings; time, talent, and financially. These gifts, 
together, strengthen this community and serves the NRV and those in need around the 
world. To give electronically, feel free to scan the QR code to be taken to our online 
giving portal 
 

OFFERTORY                         
 
  

the assembly stands as the offering is brought forward 
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OFFERTORY SONG:   Doxology 

 

  

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together... 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a 
table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

  
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE 

  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to 
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

  
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us 
Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 
poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 
  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly 
food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all 
honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
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 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
  

FRACTION 
The joy of the Lord is our strength. 
Come, eat this meal of gladness. 
Amen. 
 
the assembly is seated and meditates, pondering the mystery of salvation 
  

the pastor first communes those joining worship online. 
  

DISTRIBUTION of HOLY COMMUNION 
  

 The LORD’s Table is open to all. 

 Persons who desire to receive the Real Presence of Christ in, with and under the forms of bread and wine, are 
invited to partake in the Sacrament. 

 At the usher’s direction, each row will come forward to receive the bread from the Pastor, who will be stationed in 
the middle. To receive the wine or grape juice, go back toward the side where you were seated. The pastor will bring 
communion to anyone who cannot come forward to the altar. 

 We all share a common loaf of gluten free bread. White grape juice is available in the center of the tray. 

 
  

LAMB of GOD 

 
 
 

 The assembly may sing during communion. 
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 COMMUNION HYMN:  ELW 781 – Children of the Heavenly Father 

  
BLESSING 

the assembly rises in body or spirit   
  

The body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ  
 strengthen you  
   and keep you in his grace.    
Amen. 
  

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray together... 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to 
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

  
SENDING 

BENEDICTION 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN:  ELW 392 - Alleluia, Sing to Jesus 

 
 

DISMISSAL  
  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
  

  

POSTLUDE 
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