"Jesus, the Only Way" 
1 John 1:1-4
Teaching sheet for 5/3/26

Who, What, Where, When, Why?
Who?  From the time of the Early Church, the Apostle John has been seen as the author of these books. John also authored  the Gospel of John and The Revelation of Jesus Christ.
What?  These are epistles, or letters, John is seeking to encourage and correct the house churches in Asia Minor he had helped to plant.

From the Beginning v. 1
The first part of 1 John 1 serves the same purpose as the first chapter of John’s gospel.  In both these writings we see an immediate emphasis on The Word John 1:1-2 Pre-Existence of Christ.  The fullness of the God, the Holy Trinity, existed before everything else.  John moves quickly from the pre-existentance of Christ to the incarnation of Christ.  1 John 4:2-3 That real person Jesus, is the only way to have eternal life, so He is the Word of Life.  

Eternal Life Through Jesus, v. 2
Acts 1:21-22  What is eternal life?  Is it a get out of jail free card?  Is it eternal fire insurance?  When you and I turned to Jesus and God poured out His justifying grace on us; at that moment we were made alive in Christ.  Ephesians 2:1 Ephesians 2:4-5 
As the Followers of Jesus, we need to speak up and proclaim that there is only one true God.  1 Kings 18:21
Jesus is the only way to heaven: John 14:1-6 We NEED TO stand firm on the beliefs of Apostolic Christianity and never, ever back down.  But hear me on this; not backing down is not the same as forcing our beliefs on those who don’t want to hear.

Doing Koinonia, v. 3-4
We proclaim Jesus is the only way.  We have a fancy name for this: the particularity of Christ.  In this world of pluralism (equal value on different beliefs) we speak of the scandal of the particularity of Christ.  
The power of the Holy Spirit is what makes all dimensions of our fellowship possible.  What are those dimensions of fellowship:

· The Vertical Dimension of Fellowship: we are connected to God the Father through the Holy Spirit each of us.  John 15:5   YOU ARE IN CHRIST!
· The Horizontal Dimension of Fellowship:  we are connected to each other through the Holy Spirit in each other. John 15:12 
Each of us, as a Follower of Jesus is the intersection between these two dimensions.  
The goal here is for the human heart to be full of divine love.  “The Most Excellent Way: John Wesley’s Theology of Love,” by Joseph Dongell  James 1:17  (pg.49-51)

Seeking to have a heart filled with divine love so that we can love God and neighbor (and self) is certainly found in the Word of God: Matthew 22:35-40 

Jesus Followers from the beginning of the Early Church sought to love God and neighbor in the midst of persecution and martyrdom.  They used this phrase: living the cruciform life.  Thomas a’ Kempis, “The Imitation of Christ.”  The things of the world promise to give you what you really need: security, acceptance and significance.   Only God can truly meet those basic needs.

John Wesley called the Methodists to be the kind of people who were always willing to love each other and be in love with God.  He showed them a method of accountable discipleship where they could grow in loving God and neighbor together.  What would that look like in our congregation?  Is it worth the cost?  Amen.

HOMEWORK:
1 – Look up all the scripture verses.  Are you 100% convinced that Jesus is the only way to forgiveness of sins and eternal life?  If God has forgiven your sins, can you forgive yourself?
2 – There are two dimensions, Vertical and Horizontal.  Which of these is harder for you?  Remember, Divine Love is a gift, you can’t make it on your own.  Today, ask God for more.
3 – Next week: Mother’s Day!  1 John 1:5-7  “Lots of Ifs”
