May 10, 2026

Sixth Sunday of Easter

THEME: Stories That Matter — The Story Abides
10:15 AM Worship

Descriptor for front of bulletin:

The season of Easter, or Eastertide, is a time of embracing the promise and hope of Resurrection.
It is a time of leaning into the stories that matter. Come and gather around the stories of those
who wrestled with the Easter event and some of the words of preparation that Jesus gave to help
us live the reality of eternity now. It is clear from these stories that Jesus wanted to equip us to
thrive in a season of Easter promise. The Spirit abides in us, preserving and weaving our shared
story as the body of Christ. Worship this week celebrates testimony, memory, and the ongoing
narrative of God’s love in our community.

Graphic for bulletin:

The Story Abides

+ GATHERING +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE  Regina Coeli - Everett Titcomb

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

Easter people, no matter the bends and curves in our path, Jesus does not leave us alone on this
journey of faith.

God gives us the Spirit, our Advocate and Helper.

The Spirit lives in and among us, pointing us all toward the way, the truth, and the life of Jesus.
God gives us the Spirit, our Guide and Guardian.



The Spirit draws us into God’s story, showing us how to cooperate in writing God’s dream into
reality.

God gives us the Spirit, our Dream-Giver and Story-Keeper.

Easter people, God’s story abides in you, calling you to live as co-creators of love and abundant
life.

We come to worship God and listen for the Spirit who inspires, guides, and helps us join in
God’s story, until God’s kingdom comes on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.

HYMN ELW 449 We Know That Christ is Raised

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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I Praise the Lord! O heav’'ns, a - dore him; praise him, an-gels, in the height;
2 Praise the Lord, for he is gra- cious; nev - er shall his prom-ise fail.
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sun and moon, re - joice be - fore him; praise him, gleam-ing starsand light.
God has made his saints vic - to - rious; sin and death shall not pre - vail
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Praise the Lord, for he has spo - ken; worlds his might-y voice o - beyed;
Praise the God of our sal - va - tion; hosts on high, his pow’r pro-claim;
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laws whichnev - er shall be bro-ken for their guid-ance he has made.
heav’'n and earth,and all cre-a - tion, laud and mag-ni - fy his name!
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of all time and space, you initiated the relationship of love and generosity with creation at a
time before and beyond all knowing. Through the Word and the Spirit, you continue in eternal
love for all beings. Fill us with a deep and abiding awareness of your presence, your call, and
your grace in our lives and in our world. Shape us into the people you have made us to be —



poured out in creative mercy for the sake of Jesus Christ in all creation. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

+ WORD +

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31
At the conclusion of the reading:
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
READING: I Peter 3:13-22
At the conclusion of the reading:
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - same as last week
GOSPEL: John 14:15-21
At the beginning of the reading:
The holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
At the conclusion of the reading:
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 398 Holy Spirit, truth divine
NICENE CREED
OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING Fairest Lord Jesus - Garth Edmunson



OFFERTORY
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Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re - new a right
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pres-ence, and take not your Ho - ly Spir - it from me. Re -
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and up - hold me with your free Spir - it.
OFFERING PRAYER

Abiding Spirit of Love, you have not left us orphaned. Even in our uncertainty, you draw near,
whispering truth, stirring memory, teaching us to live as those who know we are loved. As Jesus
offered himself in love and obedience, so we offer these gifts today—not out of obligation, but as
signs of our love and trust. Take them, bless them, use them—to remind the world that Christ’s
story abides in us. May your Spirit strengthen us to live what we give and give what we believe.
In the name of the one who promised never to leave us, we pray. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Each prayer petition will end with the phrase:
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father...



+ SENDING +

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

Go now to love and serve God

in the blessing of the Spirit who journeys with you
as we live the unfolding story of God’s dream

for creation here and now.

In the name of God,

Father, Son and Spirit.

Amen

SENDING HYMN ELW 804 Come Down, O Love Divine
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Trumpet Tune in A - David N. Johnson
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