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Whether you are joining us in person or on-line,
know that we are here to journey along with you as we live into our mission: to follow and invite others to follow
Jesus Christ.

Prelude: Acabella  Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley
(Featuring Guest Vocalist Alison Hanson)
Remembering our Baptism Brenda Conry

*Call to Worship

Easter people, no matter the bends and curves in our path, Jesus does not leave us alone on this journey of
faith.

God gives us the Spirit, our Advocate and Helper.

The Spirit lives in and among us, pointing us all toward the way, the truth, and the life of Jesus.

God gives us the Spirit, our Guide and Guardian.

The Spirit draws us into God’s story, showing us how to cooperate in writing God’s dream into reality.
God gives us the Spirit, our Dream-Giver and Story-Keeper.

Easter people, God’s story abides in you, calling you to live as co-creators of love and abundant life.

We come to worship God and listen for the Spirit who inspires, guides, and helps us join in God’s
story, until God’s kingdom comes on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.

*Hymn Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee UMH 89
*Hymn Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling UMH 348
First Lesson John 14:15-21 CEB

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. I will ask the Father, and he will send another Companion, who
will be with you forever. This Companion is the Spirit of Truth, whom the world can’t receive because it neither sees
him nor recognizes him. You know him, because he lives with you and will be with you.

“I won’t leave you as orphans. I will come to you. Soon the world will no longer see me, but you will see me. Because
I live, you will live too. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, you are in me, and [ am in you. Whoever
has my commandments and keeps them loves me. Whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and [ will love them
and reveal myself to them.”

Word for Children
Second Lesson Acts 17:16-33 CEB

While Paul waited for them in Athens, he was deeply distressed to find that the city was flooded with idols. He began
to interact with the Jews and Gentile God-worshippers in the synagogue. He also addressed whoever happened to be in
the marketplace each day. Certain Epicurean and Stoic philosophers engaged him in discussion too. Some said, “What
an amateur! What’s he trying to say?”” Others remarked, “He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign gods.” (They said this
because he was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection.) They took him into custody and brought
him to the council on Mars Hill. “What is this new teaching? Can we learn what you are talking about? You’ve told us
some strange things and we want to know what they mean.” (They said this because all Athenians as well as the
foreigners who live in Athens used to spend their time doing nothing but talking about or listening to the newest thing.)



Paul stood up in the middle of the council on Mars Hill and said, “People of Athens, I see that you are very religious in
every way. As I was walking through town and carefully observing your objects of worship, I even found an altar with
this inscription: ‘To an unknown God.” What you worship as unknown, I now proclaim to you. God, who made the
world and everything in it, is Lord of heaven and earth. He doesn’t live in temples made with human hands. Nor is God
served by human hands, as though he needed something, since he is the one who gives life, breath, and everything

else. From one person God created every human nation to live on the whole earth, having determined their appointed
times and the boundaries of their lands. God made the nations so they would seek him, perhaps even reach out to him
and find him. In fact, God isn’t far away from any of us. In God we live, move, and exist. As some of your own poets
said, “We are his offspring.’

“Therefore, as God’s offspring, we have no need to imagine that the divine being is like a gold, silver, or stone image
made by human skill and thought. God overlooks ignorance of these things in times past, but now directs everyone
everywhere to change their hearts and lives. This is because God has set a day when he intends to judge the world
justly by a man he has appointed. God has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.”

When they heard about the resurrection from the dead, some began to ridicule Paul. However, others said, “We’ll hear
from you about this again.” At that, Paul left the council.

Message for the Lord’s Day Reverend Deborah Coble
with Lynn and Dave Jansen
*Response to the Word Gloria Patri UMH 70

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the
Holy Ghost as it was in the beginning, is now
and ever shall be, world without end, Amen. Amen.

*Hymn Because He Lives UMH 364
Prayers of the People

Together, let us pray for the people of this congregation...
for those who are suffering...
for those who don’t know where their next meal will come from and those who are seeking shelter...
for our troops, police, EMTs, firefighters,
and others in harm’s way...
for the earth you have given to our care...
for the Church universal; its leaders, its members, and mission...
for the communion of saints...
for peace and goodwill to all...

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Sharing Our Tithes and Offerings
*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly host.

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

* Prayer of Dedication

Almighty and most merciful God, from you comes every good and perfect gift. We give you praise and thanks
for all your mercies. Your goodness has created us, your bounty has sustained us, your discipline has chastened
us, your patience has borne with us, your love has redeemed us.



Give us a heart to love and serve you, and enable us to show our thankfulness for all your goodness and mercy
by giving up ourselves to your service, and cheerfully submitting in all things to your blessed will; through
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

*Benediction

Life is short and we have too little time
to gladden the hearts of those who travel the way with us.
So, be swift to love and make haste to be kind,

and may the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you now and always.
Amen.

*Hymn God Be with You Til We Meet Again verses 2-4 UMH 672



