APRIL IMPACT

%> 216 refugee claimants housed

#> 87 homes furnished

"The people there are really lovely, and don't give you the feeling that they are giving you
things, they are very polite. Thank you so much for protecting our dignity."

— From a client of our Furniture Bank

We're having a sale!



From among the many generous donations to our Furniture Bank, our volunteers have
curated, restored and upcycled hundreds of beautiful, gently-used pieces.

Don't miss this chance to take home one-of-a-kind artwork, decor, homeware, and furniture.
All proceeds support our Furniture Bank and Refugee Services, helping provide essential
items in short supply.

@ Come shop, enjoy a coffee, and learn more about our work!
7% Saturday, May 9 from 11 AM to 3 PM

© MHO Furniture Bank, Unit 1B, 700 Industrial Ave

Furnishing Futures: a night to remember

Photo by Caroline Phillips



What an incredible evening.

On April 16th, we welcomed our community into the new Furniture Bank for Furnishing
Futures — a celebration of how far we’ve come, and a collective push to bring this project
across the finish line.

Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors, partners, volunteers, and donors, we raised an
amazing $78,000, surpassing our $50,000 goal.
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Guests experienced the space firsthand, heard a powerful client story, and came together in
a meaningful Fund-a-Need moment to help ensure more families across Ottawa can turn
empty spaces into homes filled with comfort and dignity.

This was more than a fundraising event — it was a powerful reminder of what’s possible
when a community comes together.
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We can't thank our event sponsors enough for bringing this evening to life. Terlin
Construction Ltd., CrossPoint Financial, Fairmont Hotels & Resorts, LouLou Lounge
Furniture Rental, Pretty Eats by Hanan, Dominion City Brewing Co., Cafe Deluxe, Coconut
Lagoon, Chef David Godsoe Cuisine, Hilton Garden Inn Homewood Suites, and musician
Alex Lopez, we appreciate you.

Check out Caroline in the Capital's recap and photos!



https://u14745508.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.opHDG2crWT-2FZlJRzh4jUfc3Nb1Rxt-2BuEv9xeQPEo8Khx1JxtuRgh8PG5ieq5l7hAWr3oOQjIQSz446WLcGCJNIQ4xoRbmcC3yFL6VySjtXdawbJ24yY1UzhJDFrKY6LPaqSRLKWGv1naz3kswEunUdEz3-2Bx8bw6WJ2fA24Kj5ZRq5Ch-2Fn03sZJ0AMu1g-2FH9hctIF_-2BfvDFm8rLlMG3DiFVwLpklOnityj3gzWBfVYOVdyax91TqhltJMQvnWtp1P0bXZzuI6kIH1G-2BCT6HFYskhv41B26yxfiiUfN5IBXPA0ZqELJryuscp2xmh5LBd4BTZfwWwUR1TA4A6JDMT4dPCv3xNPn4PKCnAyqcc9P-2BMWum6ppTGOPR8s3tcs4HHWO21o-2F0G5Vy8rzwCw1fFM7pcUC4gIBZTr5hGa6k4IYo6C0JFl-2Fgehmxh1EFmQ0iZEzu5O5DvoedXyVDaPwVA2OD99FrEy-2FpI6Y39qKllgtqqoQKOaDNA9tI4LzCnEa3g0OrfPJuBKlXV4ar-2FqahZaAzKzszIFrFMrzwP3EoUYlqMlKTlLn2J4zf0OmCaM2r-2BjVxBLry9MvK8ZyOtV9LSe8isZuUP15XxYopb-2Bg8x0LNyW-2BZYsb52JD8BdV642Iir7uayG-2F66wu10CgPLXbx3QgTVAFKQOtZlG1Z5mSj3Op78FQjzTM-2Fsvs-2Bx8lsstc8bnJAvcM

Welcome Neil, our new Senior Program Manager for the Furniture Bank!

We are delighted to welcome Neil Simpson as the new Senior Program Manager for the
Furniture Bank.

Neil was born and raised on the beautiful island of Jamaica, where they have a saying: "Wi
likkle but wi tallawah." It means that while we may be small, we are mighty—a mindset that
has always driven him to create an outsized impact in what he does. After years in senior
corporate leadership, he felt a calling to shift his focus from profit to purpose.

He joined Matthew House Ottawa to bring that "tallawah" spirit to our mission, using his
experience in strategy and operations to ensure our small but mighty organization has the
greatest possible impact on the families we serve.

He approaches this work as a thoughtful listener, believing that true service starts with
making sure people feel seen, heard, and valued. To him, strategy is simply the tool he uses
to clear the path for others, ensuring that dignity and support reach those who need it most.



He is honoured to be part of a team that provides a sense of belonging and a fresh start to
everyone who walks through our doors.

Celebrating our volunteers

Last week, we had the joy of celebrating National Volunteer Week—a special time to
recognize the incredible individuals who give their time, energy, and compassion to our
community. At Matthew House Ottawa, our volunteers are truly the heart of everything we
do.


mailto:nsimpson@matthewhouseottawa.org

From welcoming new neighbours, to supporting day-to-day operations, to bringing warmth
and kindness into every interaction, our volunteers make a lasting impact in ways both big
and small. Their dedication helps create a space where everyone feels seen, supported, and
valued.

We are deeply grateful for each and every one of you. Your generosity and commitment are
what make Matthew House Ottawa such a vibrant and caring community. Thank you for all
that you do—you inspire us every day.

If you have any questions or would like to speak with Matthew House Ottawa's Executive
Director, you can schedule a meeting with Kailee here.

Want to help?
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