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Special because . . . 
By Pastor Donald Neidigk
1 Peter 2:2-10
Series A, Easter 5, May 3, 2026
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 1 Peter 2:9
	In the 1970’s Jesse Jackson recorded a poem called I Am Somebody.
There are several versions of it. Here’s one of them.
	I am somebody! I am somebody!
	I may be poor, but I am somebody.
	I may be young, but I am somebody.
	I may be on welfare, but I am somebody.
	I may be small, but I am somebody.
	I may have made mistakes, but I am somebody.
	My clothes are different;
My face is different;
My hair is different;
But I am somebody.
I am black, brown or white.
I speak a different language
But I must be respected, protected, never rejected.
I am God’s child!
	Jesse Jackson recited this poem to boost self-respect and a sense of worth among minorities. It seems that throughout our human story, different groups of people have been minimized, set aside, disrespected, persecuted.  It was that way with the early Christians.  
Peter is writing groups of Christians scattered around the Roman world.  These first Christians often came from the lower classes.  Many were household servants, or tradesmen, or business owners, or soldiers, or slaves.  In those days, Christians had no status at all. Pagans and Jews had special protections and rights.  But not Christians.  Christianity was illegal.  Christians were resented.  
As merchants who sold idols saw their businesses decline when pagans turned away from the old gods to Jesus Christ, they blamed Christians. As Scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees felt their influence grow weak, they blamed Christians. And when Rome was in trouble, Caesar blamed Christians.
So Christians were a downtrodden bunch. Christians, believed Jesus was Savior and Lord, that he forgave their sins, and that they would reign with him when he returned. But what about now?  Where was their sense of value and worth now?  Apparently, they had very little. So in this letter, probably written from Rome, Peter addressed this issue. 
He compares these early Christians to the first Israelites. To begin with, Israel was small and threatened, surrounded by powerful nations. They were mostly herdsmen, farmers and villagers, at the mercy of powerful enemies. Here’s what the Bible says about them:
It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples . . . (Deuteronomy 7:7)
God is saying, you Israelites were an insignificant little group, of no account whatever, to the nations around you. But I loved you anyway!  And I made you mine. And now,
. . . you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. (Deuteronomy 7:6)
	In other words, Israel was valuable and important, not because of how numerous and powerful they were.  No!  They were valuable and important because God loved and chose them and considered them his treasure. That was the source of Israel’s identity and worth as a people.
	And that’s true for Christians as well! God loves Christians and has chosen them to be his cherished treasure.  They may be slaves or soldiers or cleaning ladies. They may be disrespected and persecuted by the world.  But to God they are priceless.  As Peter tells them in words that sound just like what we read in the Old Testament:
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 	 for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  (1 Peter 2:9)
These words aren’t just for the early Christians. They are for us too. In New Mexico, there aren’t many Lutherans, maybe a few thousand.  Most of our churches are small. When was the last time a newspaper or newscast had a story on Lutherans in New Mexico?  There are stories about Hispanic traditions and Native American culture, but not much about Lutherans, or any other Christian church for that matter. 
You could get the impression that the media doesn’t think Christians are worth the time of day.  But it doesn’t really matter what the people around us think.  What matters is that we are God’s family.  No matter how few there are of us, even we Lutherans are among God’s loved and treasured people, a people with purpose. And that purpose is to shine in the world with the light of God’s love through Jesus Christ.
In the last few decades, we’ve seen a breakdown in civility.  In many communities there seems to be a total disregard for the lives and property of others.  Drugs and gangs are claiming our kids. Mass shootings are multiplying. Neighbors don’t trust each other.  Babies are born addicted to drugs. Sometimes offenders even grew up in church. What’s happening?
Here's what’s happening.  When we lose our sense of identity as beloved and chosen children of God, when we forget that by baptism into Christ we are members of God’s royal family, when we identify with darkness rather than light – that’s when we start behaving like animals, turning on each other and even turning on ourselves. 
But we are not beasts!  We are children of God, renewed in the image of our Creator!  Through faith in Jesus Christ to whom we are joined in our baptism, we are new creatures.  We are clothed in Christ’s righteousness and shine with his light. When you know that’s who you are, you have self-respect.  You have dignity.  You have purpose. When we lose that identity as a child of God, when we lose the self-respect and dignity that comes with knowing we’re members of his royal family, we tend to end up in the pig pen like the prodigal son. 
But even if we do, God doesn’t cancel us.  In cancel culture, if you don’t tow the line, you’re done forever.  You’re toast. There’s no forgiveness, no rehabilitation, no grace, no fresh start. But in God’s royal family, there is grace, there is love, there is forgiveness. All who come home to Jesus and God’s family, find forgiveness and a white robe of righteousness.
And we also find a new job! That new job is why God calls us, why he chooses us, why he loves us, why he makes us his treasured possession.  What’s our new job? Peter tells us, “… that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”  (1 Peter 2:9b)  
Our new job is telling others the good things God has done for us!  We tell others how Jesus rescued us from the despair of sin and low self-esteem that gets us in trouble. We tell others how once we were lost in darkness but now the light of Jesus has brightened our path.  We tell others that once we didn’t know who we were, but now we know we’re beloved children of God.  We tell others that God is good every day. 
Rescued from the darkness, we have our own poem that celebrates our dignity, and identity and purpose.  Let’s say it responsively together:
I am somebody!
I am loved, chosen by God, precious!
I am somebody!
I’m a member of a holy priesthood!
I am somebody!
I am God’s treasured possession!
  	I am somebody!
	I was lost in darkness but now live in the light of Jesus!
	I am somebody!
	God is good!  I’m telling the world! 
	Thank you, Jesus!  Amen.
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Acts 1: 1-9
[bookmark: _Hlk133306320]1 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 
5 And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.
7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.
1 Peter 2:2-10
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6 For it stands in Scripture:
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
    a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone,”
8 and “A stone of stumbling,
    and a rock of offense.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.



John 14:1-14
1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.”
 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.
12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.


