
Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL  
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 3, 2026 
Welcome – Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in 
the pews. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Please keep silent for reflection. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P:  As forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and peace with one 
another. 
P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  And Also with you. 
P  Let us share that peace with one another.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Hymn: “Gather Us In”   Red Book #532 
 
1 Here in this place the new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished 

away; see in this space our fears and our dreamings brought here to you in the 
light of this day. Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, gather us in, the blind and 
the lame; call to us now, and we shall awaken, we shall arise at the sound of our 
name. 

2 We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, we are the old who yearn for your 
face; we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, called to be light to the whole 
human race. Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, gather us in, the proud and 
the strong; give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, give us the courage to enter 
the song. 

3 Here we will take the wine and the water, here we will take the bread of new 
birth, here you shall call your sons and your daughters, call us anew to be salt 
for the earth. Give us to drink the wine of compassion, give us to eat the bread 
that is you; nourish us well, and teach us to fashion lives that are holy and 
hearts that are true. 

4 Not in the dark of buildings confining, not in some heaven, light years away— 
 here in this place the new light is shining, now is the kingdom, and now is the 

day. Gather us in and hold us forever, gather us in and make us your own; 
 gather us in, all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
 

 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 



Hymn of Praise 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P The Lord be with you 
C And also with you. 
Will you pray with me?  
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to 
share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

First Reading – Acts 7:55-60 Pew Bible #886 
55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 
God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the 
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they 
covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then 
they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid 
their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning 
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and 
cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had 
said this, he died. 
R The Word of the Lord 
C Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in 
your righteousness. 
2 Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me. 
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my 
stronghold; for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my 
tower of strength. 
5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O Lord, God 
of truth. 
15 My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and 
from those who persecute me. 
16 Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.”  
 
 
 
 
 



Second Reading – 1 Peter 2:2-10 Pew Bible #987 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow 
into salvation 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4 Come to him, a 
living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, 
and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.   
6 For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen 
and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7 This honor, 
then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8 and “A stone that 
makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they 
disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9 But you are a chosen people, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim 
the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
R The Word of the Lord 
C Thanks be to God  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Gospel Reading – John 14:1-14 Pew Bible #873 
C  Glory to you, O Lord 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 
believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so 
that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where 
I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. 
How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will 
know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”  8 Philip 
said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to 
him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me 
does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if 
you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, 
the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 
greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever 
you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my 
name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
 

C Praise to you, O Christ                 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon: Pastor Mike Rahlf 
 



Sermon Hymn: “Now All the Vault of Heavens Resounds” Red Book #367 

 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead.*On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

                      *Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 
 
Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Merciful God,” please 
respond, “receive our prayer.” 
 

Offering:  Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit 
ourselves to God and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord. 
 

 Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the 
website with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during 
communion. 
 
 

 
Offering Prayer 
P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest 

is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our 
labor, that we may work for the good of all, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
P The Lord be with you.  
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 

Faith Lutheran website 
link 

www.shareourfaith.org 



 
Holy Communion  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 
C The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Communion Distribution 
 

 
 
 



Communion Hymn: “I Received the Living God” Red Book #477 
 

 

Communion Hymn: “Now We Join in Celebration” Red Book #462 
 
Communion Prayer 
P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 

united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth 
in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the 
world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 

Blessing 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you with 

grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 
 
 



 
Hymn: “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing” Red Book #389 

 

 
Dismissal 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.     C Thanks be to God! 
Postlude 
Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #236 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


