St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, May 3, 2026
Fifth Sunday of Easter

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’
promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house.
Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter
reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of
darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our
way, our truth, our life.

EASTER PROCLAMATION

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!

CARILLON RINGERS “I've Got the Joy Down in My Heart.” arr. By Valerie W. Stephenson

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS

The May Noisy Offering collection will go to muffinkc.org, chosen by Parish Ed. (Mothers United For Families in Need)




Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne

and to the Lamb!

Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.
Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named).
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,

and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 380, vs. 1 & 2

Hallelujah! Jesus Lives! 2 Jesus lives! Why do you weep?
Why that sad and mournful sigh?
1 Hallelujah! Jesus lives! Christ who died our brother here
He is now the Living One; lives our brother still on high,
from the gloomy halls of death lives forever to bestow
Christ, the conqueror, has gone, blessings on his church below.
bright forerunner to the skies
of his people, yet to rise. Text: Carl B. Garve, 1763-1841; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-
1897, alt.

Greeting page 138
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE  Pg. 138
HYMN OF PRAISE page 140

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God,

your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one
another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

CARILLON RINGERS “You Are Mine” arr. By Martha Lynn Thompson
Tom Watgen-piano; Duet: Mary Mindrup and Mark Thomas

First Reading: Acts 7:55-60

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that
the apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than
distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first
martyr of the faith.

>> Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of
God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. °“Look,” he said, “I see the
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” °’ But



they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. **
Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses
laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. >” While they were stoning
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ° Then he knelt down and
cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had
said this, he died.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
Into your hands, O LORD, | commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)

“In you, O LORD, have | taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
’Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.
’ Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my
stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
“Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength.
> Into your hands | commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.
> My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute
me.
'® Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We
are God’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy
of God we experience through Jesus Christ.

’ Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may
grow into salvation ° if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
* Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and pre-



cious in God’s sight, and ° like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. ° For it stands in scripture:

“See, | am laying in Zion a stone,

a cornerstone chosen and precious,

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

" This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected

has become the very head of the corner,”
®and
“A stone that makes them stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

’ But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own
people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out
of darkness into his marvelous light.

'“Once you were not a people,

but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Gospel Acclamation pg. 142

Holy Gospel, according to John, the 14th Chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: John 14:1-14

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples.
As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act
on their behalf.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] * “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;
believe also in me. * In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it
were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? ° And if |
go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, so
that where | am, there you may be also. “ And you know the way to the place
where | am going.” ° Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are



going. How can we know the way?” ° Jesus said to him, “l am
the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. ’ If you know me, you will know my Father
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

® Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be
satisfied.” 7 Jesus said to him, “Have | been with you all this
time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? '“ Do you not be-
lieve that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you |
do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. "'
Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then
believe because of the works themselves. " Very truly, | tell you, the one who be-
lieves in me will also do the works that | do and, in fact, will do greater works than
these, because | am going to the Father. " | will do whatever you ask in my name,
so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. *“ If in my name you ask me for any-
thing, | will do it.”
CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 367

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds

1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds
in praise of love that still abounds:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!
Repeat their song of glory here:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2 Eternal is the gift he brings,

therefore our heart with rapture sings:

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Now still he comes to give us life

set heart and will on things above

that we conquer through your triumph;
grant grace sufficient for life's day

that by our lives we truly say:

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Adoring praises now we bring

and with the heav'nly blessed sing:
"Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!"
Be to the Father, and our Lord,

to Spirit blest, most holy God,

all the glory, never ending!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

and by his presence stills all strife.
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.

" . . I < living "
ChrIS.t has trll:'mphed'_ He s I|V|ng. Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg For-
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! tress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid

3 Oh,fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; license from copyright administrator.



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
Living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped

And glorified, who has spoken through the

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism

for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay
leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast
love to all whom they encounter. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and
valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and climate disas-
ter. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be instru-
ments of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents
of compassion, and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge and assistance.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide
for any in need, and comfort those who are sick (especially). Instill caregivers with
a sense of purpose to be your healing hands in this world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to
witness to your love in the world. Make your presence known among those una-
ble to attend worship today. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we
are never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who
witnessed to your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING
OFFERTORY ELW 186



PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 144

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life.

Receive the risen Lord.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 146




COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 461

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly

1 All who hunger gather gladly;
holy manna is our bread.
Come from wilderness and wand'ring.
Here in truth we will be fed.
You that yearn for days of fullness,
all around us is our food.
Taste and see the grace eternal.
Taste and see that God is good.

2 All who hunger, never strangers;
seeker, be a welcome guest.
Come from restlessness and roaming.
Here in joy we keep the feast.
We that once were lost and scattered
in communion's love have stood.

Taste and see the grace eternal.
Taste and see that God is good.

3 All who hunger, sing together,
Jesus Christ is living bread.
Come from loneliness and longing.
Here in peace we have been fed.
Blest are those who from this table
live their days in gratitude.
Taste and see the grace eternal.
Taste and see that God is good.

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago,
IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.

ELW 758

You Are the Way

1 You are the way; to you alone
from sin and death we flee;
all those who search for God, you find
and by your grace set free.

2 You are the truth; your word alone
true wisdom can impart;
you only can inform the mind
and purify the heart.

3 You are the life; the rending tomb
proclaims your conqu'ring arm;
and those who put their trust in you
not death nor hell shall harm.

4 You are the way, the truth, the life;
grant us that way to know,
that truth to keep, that life to win,
whose joys eternal flow.

Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.

Amen.


http://www.giamusic.com/

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

SENDING

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

-+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.




RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 654, vs. 1 & 2

The Church's One Foundation 2 Elect from ev'ry nation,
yet one o'er all the earth,
1 The church's one foundation her charter of salvation
is Jesus Christ, her Lord; one Lord, one faith, one birth:
she is his new creation one holy name she blesses,
by water and the word. partakes one holy food,
From heav'n he came and sought her and to one hope she presses,
to be his holy bride; with ev'ry grace endued.
with his own blood he bought her,
and for her life he died. Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Mark Schmideskamp,
Barbara Strampe,
Jami Schmideskamp,
Donna Nichols,

Pete Cagle,

Linda Cagle,

Janet Nichols,

Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
Janet Schmidt,

Family & friends:

Mark Willer, friend of Pete Cagle,

Kermit Kirchhoff, friend of Pete Cagle,

Nephew of Amanda Sibson,

Family of Steve Harper, friend of Don & Janet
Anderson,

Roger Trester, father of Linda Cagle,

Parents of Amanda Sibson,

Everett & family, friend of sister-in-law of Janet
Anderson,

Michel El Haddad, extended Fetsch family member,
Donna Daeke, sister of Paula Quade,

Amy Cagle, daughter-in-law of Pete & Linda Cagle,
Audrey Varner, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Mitch Shaffer, friend of Susan and Bob Fetsch,
Patty, friend of Vicki Larson,

Barry Hansen, cousin of Paula Quade,

Family of Irene, mother of Janet Krievins,

Family of Carol Beall, mother-in-law of Tim Anderson
and friend of Don & Janet Anderson

Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,

Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp,
Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer,

Nancy Harris, daughter-in-law of Nancy & Ron Brown,
Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson,

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg,

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s,

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle,

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewski,
Tammy Strampe, daughter-in-law of Barbara
Strampe,

Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey,

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe,
Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle,

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,
Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle,

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle
Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen
Thompson,



