Confirmation Sunday — Fifth Sunday after Easter
May 3, 2026 9:00 a. m.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE “You Are Mine” David Haas

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the wellspring of grace, our
Easter and our joy.

Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism,

let us give thanks for what God has done for us.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning

your voice thundered over the deep

and water became the essence of life.

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea
into freedom’s land.

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official

entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people.

We rejoice with glad hearts,

giving all honor and praise to you,

through the risen Christ, our source of living water,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!



OPENING HYMN: WOV #718 “Here in This Place”

INVOCATION
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together,

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth,
and the life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in
the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw
the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.
“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears,
and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the wit-
nesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.
While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, re-
ceive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had
said this, he died.

PSALM 31:1-5, 15-16

In you, O LORD, have | taken refuge;

let me never be put to shame;

deliver me in your righteousness.

Incline your ear to me;

make haste to deliver me.

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,
for you are my crag and my stronghold;

for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
Take me out of the net

that they have secretly set for me,

for you are my tower of strength.
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Into your hands | commend my spirit,

for you have redeemed me, O LoRD, God of truth.
My times are in your hand;

rescue me from the hand of my enemies,

and from those who persecute me.

Let your face shine upon your servant;

save me in your steadfast love.”

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it
you may grow into salvation if indeed you have tasted that the
Lord is good. Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by
mortals yet chosen and precious in God'’s sight, and like living
stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: “See, | am laying in Zion
a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever be-
lieves in him will not be put to shame.” This honor, then, is for
you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the cor-
ner,” and “A stone that makes them stumble and a rock that
makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word,
as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen people, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that
you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mer-
cy, but now you have received mercy.
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GOSPEL READING: John 14:1-14

Response
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples: “Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’'s house there
are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would | have told you
that | go to prepare a place for you? And if | go and prepare a
place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, so that
where | am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the
place where | am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not
know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus
said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will
know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have
seen him.” Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we
will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have | been with you all this
time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father'? Do
you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me?
The words that | say to you | do not speak on my own, but the Fa-
ther who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that | am in the
Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe be-
cause of the works themselves. Very truly, | tell you, the one who
believes in me will also do the works that | do and, in fact, will do
greater works than these, because | am going to the Father. | will
do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glori-
fied in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, | will do it.”

Response
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: LBW #272 “Abide with Me”
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RITE OF CONFIRMATION

Dear friends, we give thanks to God for the gift of baptism and for
these persons, one with us in the body of Christ, who affirm their
baptism this day as a sign of their participation in the life of this
community of faith and its mission in the world.

| present Caleb Michael Baker, Presley Anne Ebener, Abram
Dale Engelau, Becca Marie Herbert, Liza Jane Lanam, Hadley Jo
Sifflard and Leah Renee Wente who desire to affirm their bap-
tism.

Brothers and sisters in Christ: In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus
Christ received you and made you members of his Church. In the
community of God's people, you have learned from his Word
God's loving purpose for you and all creation. You have been
nourished at his holy table and called to be witnesses to the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ.

Now, therefore, | ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus,
reject sin, and confess the faith of the Church, the faith in which
we baptize.

Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty
promises?
Response I do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

Do you believe in God the Father?

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the vir-
gin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge
the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the com-
munion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
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THE PRAYERS

Let us pray for those who are affirming their Baptism, and for all
the baptized everywhere: That they may be redeemed from all
evil and rescued from the way of sin and death: Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

That the Holy Spirit may open their hearts to your grace and
truth: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

That they may be kept in the faith and communion of your holy
Church: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

That they may be sent into the world in witness to your love:
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

That they may be brought to the fullness of your peace and glo-
ry: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

COMMITMENT

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to
continue in the covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism: to
live among God's faithful people, to hear his Word and share in
his supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through
word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of our
Lord Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

Each person answers in turn.
I do, and | ask God to help and guide me.

People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and
brothers and pray for them in their life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

PRAYER OF BLESSING

Let us pray. Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you
have made these men and women your own. You forgave them
all their sins and brought them to newness of life. Continue to
strengthen them with the Holy Spirit, and daily increase in them
your gifts of grace: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear
of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen
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LAYING ON OF HANDS
The presiding minister lays both hands on the head of each person:

Father in heaven, for Jesus' sake, stir up in Caleb Michael Baker,
Presley Anne Ebener, Abram Dale Engelau, Becca Marie Herbert,
Liza Jane Lanam, Hadley Jo Sifflard, Leah Renee Wente the gift
of your Holy Spirit; confirm their faith, guide their lives, empower
them in their serving, give them patience in suffering, and bring
them to everlasting life.

Each person answers: Amen

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ.

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will
give thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to
all the world.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
(Those who desire to share the peace of the Lord
with others are invited to greet one another;
those who do not wish to share the peace, may be seated.)

OFFERING: “Make Me a Servant” Kelly Willard

OFFERTORY
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Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you
glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the
body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us
and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought
us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and sera-
phim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy
and eternal your reign. You have filled all creation with light and
life; heaven and earth are full of your glory. We praise you for
the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise to Is-
rael, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the
words of the prophets; and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of
your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and deed and
was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we
proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life
our Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of his resur-

rection, we await his coming in power to share with us the great
and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in
Christ's body and blood may live to the praise of your glory and
receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and
every place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our
great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMNS:
LBW #532 “How Great Thou Art”
LBW #369 “The Church’s One Foundation”
LBW #518 “Beautiful Savior”
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. AMEN

POST COMMUNION
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PRAYER

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among
us and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace
to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing
to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

BENEDICTION

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up his countenance
upon you and give you peace.
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DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember your baptism.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Fugue in C Major a 3” G. F. Handel



