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Luke 24:44–53 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.

1. Clarity Is Not the Same as Power

Luke 24:49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.


Information doesn’t equal transformation











2. You Can Be Close to Jesus and Still Not Fully There Yet

Luke 24:50-51 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven.

Luke 24:52-53 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.











3. Faithfulness in the In-Between Matters

Luke 24:52-53 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.
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Read Luke 24:44-53

1. Understanding the Passage

a. Why do you think Jesus “opened their minds” to understand the Scriptures? What does that suggest about spiritual understanding?


b. What stands out to you most about Jesus’ final instructions to His disciples?


2. Themes

a. What does Jesus promise when He tells them to wait for “power from on high”? How do you understand that today?


3. Application

a. What does it look like in your life to be a “witness” of these things?


b. How can we live with the same sense of purpose the disciples received here?


4. Practice

a. Why do you think the disciples responded with worship and great joy after Jesus’ ascension?


b. How can a community of faith encourage one another to stay rooted in Scripture and mission?


c. What habits help you stay connected to God’s presence, like the disciples continually being in the temple?


5. Going Deeper

a. How does the ascension shape your understanding of Jesus’ ongoing role today?


b. If you were in that moment, what questions would you have asked Jesus before He ascended?
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