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Pastor: Garrett Struessel and Deacon Korra Looschen

Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2026 — 9:30 a.m.
Easter Welcome to worship, we are glad you are with us!

GATHERING (w

PRELUDE 44
INTRODUCTION

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for
his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us,
we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear
witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

WELCOME
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of
creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us
Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death
and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of
peace.

Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels,
giving you honor and praise, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” ELW 367 vs. 1,3,4
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Music: Geistliche Kirchengesinge, Koln, 1623

Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow
in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen
ANTHEM “Peace I Leave with You” by David Eddleman Chancel Choir
READINGS
Acts 7:55-60

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to serve the word
(Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of
the faith.

> Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of
God. ** “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” °” But they
covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. *® Then they dragged him out of the city and began
to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. * While they were stoning Stephen,
he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ® Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin
against them.” When he had said this, he died.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

1 Peter 2:2-10

Christ is the cornerstone of God'’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy people who
continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ.

2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation *if indeed you have tasted
that the Lord is good. * Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and
>like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ° For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen
and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” ” This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those
who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” ® and “A stone that makes
them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the
excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. '° Once you were not a people, but now you are
God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S TIME Pastor Ann Hultquist

Congregation: Please Rise for the Gospel Acclamation



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 14" chapter beginning at the 1*verse.
Glory to you, O Lord.

John 14:1-7

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through whom God is known, he
promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] * “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. *In my Father’s house
there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? * And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. * And you
know the way to the place where I am going.” ° Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can
we know the way?” ®Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me. ” If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Ann Hultquist
APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I belie.ve in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting.

Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Merciful God
Receive our prayers



PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also, with you.

MEAL
OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.
Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy
may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus.

Amen.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as itis in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever and ever.

Amen.

COMMUNION

All are welcome who come trusting in the gift of God’s presence in the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation, shared in this
meal. “The body of Christ, broken for you, and “the blood of Christ shed for you, include the promise of the forgiveness of sin,
life and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. The ushers will invite you to come forward for communion. We invite everyone to
receive communion if you so desire. The invitation to receive Holy Communion is from Christ Jesus; therefore “all are welcome’.
In our serving communion trays, wine is darker red on the outside, and grape juice is the lighter color in the center. We serve
only gluten-free bread prepared in a kitchen excluding wheat flour, to include everyone regardless of wheat-gluten

sensitivities. Come, taste and see, that the Lord is good.
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COMMUNION HYMNS
“We Come to the Hungry Feast” ELW 479
“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” ELW 484
ELW 472

“Eat This Bread”



We Come to the Hungry Feast
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Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943 HUNGRY FEAST
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Text and music @ 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress



You Satisfy the Hungry Heart

ELW 484
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Music: Robert E. Kreutz, 1922-1996
Text and music© 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia



Eat this Bread ELW 472
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Text and music © Les Presses de Taizé, admin GIA Publications, Inc.
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COMMUNION BLESSING

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace
to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,
Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN ““Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing” ELW 389 vs. 1,4,5
SENDING

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

WELCOME to Worship! Preacher/Presider: The Rev. Ann Hultquist
Council Hosts: Dorotha Ekx
CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families can sit Eric Pederson
anywhere in the sanctuary, including the chapel near the front.
A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the Choir Ushers: Hglly Ke.enan
Room for children under 5. Follow the signs. Mike Shiveley
LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available from the Reader: Fran von Hagel

ushers.

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg Chapel
parking lot, one-half block north of the church on Terry Street.
RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the church, Choir Director Sally Campbell
along the hallway leading to the Big Room. There are handicap
accessible restrooms on the lower level near the elevator, and
in the Big Room.

We are blessed to be able to record our worship services so that
others may enjoy worship remotely. Please note that today’s
worship service is audio and video recorded for online sharing
and archival purposes.

Communion Assistants: Jeff Satur
Shannon Satur

Organist/Pianist: Gary Elmquist

We love seeing you in worship!

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. Text for the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and
Seasons, copyright 2023. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SBL14236.
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Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing
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Music: T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789

Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company
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